
FELLOWSHIP and MISSION: 

You have probably received either an email or posted letter or both about the proactive initiative concerning our Sunday morning 

Worship Service schedule.  It seems appropriate that I add some personal comments.   

First, I am speaking as the most fortunate minister I know.  This is only the third church I have had the privilege to serve over 

nearly 40 years in pastoral ministry.  All three congregations have been positive, affirming, and happy experiences.  That’s not to 

say there were never any “rough edges” - because there have been.  But the overall experience has been wonderful.  The Church 

at Horseshoe Bay has been - and continues to be - the most positive experience of all.   

As  I have thought back through the years - I have “rounded off the rough edges” to one simple equation.  On one side of the 

equation is the happy Fellowship of the good people who make up the church at the moment.  The other side of the equation is 

the Mission of the church to be a welcoming place to unknown future persons.  There is a dynamic tension in that equation -   

between current happy Fellowship and future proactive Mission.  

One of my wise mentors in the ministry often admonished us younger pastors:  “The role of the pastor is to comfort the            

afflicted... and afflict the comfortable.”  If we are to be the church described in the New Testament - we can never get so com-

fortable that we are complacent about the Great Commission of the Gospel to “make disciples” and welcome new members into 

our Fellowship.   

In 2007 we adopted a strategic plan that anticipates a growing community and a growing church.  Being proactive means acting 

in anticipation of that growth.  Acting in reaction - after the fact - is a recipe for missed opportunities and decline before growth.  

We can never grow beyond the capacity we provide.   

The recommendation of the 2015 Board of Trustees - after two years study by two successive ad-hoc committees - is that we 

move to a mid-morning worship service at 9:30.  There is abundant evidence from similar churches all across the country that this 

decision will produce good results over the long haul.   

Good stewardship points the 2016 Board of Trustees to consider a thorough space utilization study of our facilities, create more 

detailed plans for our Christian Education and Music ministries - before we reconsider the recommended schedule change to a 

mid-morning worship service.    

This church's Fellowship is resilient and its Mission and Vision are right for this community.  We will get the timing right.  And 

God will bless our dedication to both Fellowship and Mission as we continue to comfort the afflicted… and afflict the             

comfortable.    

                                                                           Your pastor and friend,  

                                                                                                                                                                                  Johnny White 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
                                                              Why Do I Volunteer? 

                                                                                           Jim Jorden 

To be more specific, the question could be: 

              Why do I volunteer at St. Frederick Baptist Church in their Mission Outreach program? 

 

First, a little background:  This is a program that furnishes meals-on-wheels most Saturdays (fourth Saturdays and major holidays 

excluded) in the greater Marble Falls area.  Mission Outreach started in 1986 (with significant support from our church).  I began 

to volunteer in this program in March 2001 to meet a requirement for an Austin Seminary course entitled Theology and Practice of 

Mission and Evangelism.  Now, almost 15 years on, I am still doing this.  Why?  The basic reasons are the recipients and the 

workers.  Note that both reasons involve relationships with people.  For me, Matthew 22:39 is a foundational Bible verse. 

 

In the beginning, I did not deliver meals to recipients, but just worked in the meal preparation.  For a short period of time (when 

staffing was thin) I was even sous chef (don’t laugh, Shirley!).  Over the years I assumed responsibility for delivering meals in 

Cottonwood Shores and Horseshoe Bay (on my way home, after all) as those recipients joined the program.  Gradually this route 

expanded to include a group that live in Marble Falls east of Highway 281.  As time has passed, the roster has changed a lot; 

people move and people die.  Most recipients are in the program long enough that my relationship with each has progressed from 

cordial to caring.  These folk are in frail health, and/or alone, and/or have precarious finances, yet they are unfailingly polite, 

grateful, and concerned about me.  In many ways, they are an inspiration.  How would I behave if I were in their circumstances?  

Oh God, please bless me with a sense of gratitude and humility. 

 

As time has passed, the roster of workers has also changed.  St. Frederick has had at least three pastors in these 15 years.  The 

Mission Outreach program has had several church members as leaders of/workers in this activity.  St. Fred is an unbelievable 

congregation.  Their membership is approximately the size of our Faith Bridge CE class and they necessarily depend on the 

generosity of the community to fund Mission Outreach.  Yet they prepare and deliver about 325 meals each cycle.  Volunteers 

(who mainly come from the white Protestant congregations in Marble Falls) also come and go.  There has been and is a core group 

of volunteers and St. Fred members who are present very early in the morning almost every Saturday to assist in meal preparation 

and later in meal delivery.  This group has become true friends.  We share family stories, opinions on current events, ideas to 

improve Mission Outreach, and lots more.  Myrtis, George, Henry, Bessie, Dorothy, Betty, Joan, Mary Ann, Liz, and Lyn have 

enriched my life.  In many ways, St. Fred people and the volunteers are an inspiration.  Would I be willing to reach out and give if 

my life were more challenging – in any dimension?  Oh God, please bless me with a sense of faith in your power. 

Upcoming Event - Chili Supper,  
              January 20 
Attention: 1% of Doctors recommend 

Hot Chili to cure January Chills. 

Available Cure: Chili Supper 

When: Wednesday, January 20 at 

6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall  

Entertainment: The 

infamous Pistols and Rosebuds Group 

will perform (Karen Jarrard, Patricia & Johnny White, 

Garry & Michele Kesler). 

Please contact Joyce Smith to sign-up to bring your 

crock-pot of favorite chili. 

830-598-1941 or stanjoy06@hotmail.com 

January 24, 2016, the Seekers Christian Education 

class will begin a 10 to 12 week course on the Dead Sea 

Scrolls. The DVDs that the class members will watch 

come from the Biblical Archaeology Society. Topics to 

be covered include “Discoveries and Controversies,” 

“Qumran and the Text of the Hebrew Bible,” “The Dead 

Sea Scrolls and the Early Christian Church,” 

“Reconstructing the Dead Sea Scrolls-Computers and 

Concordances.” 

 

     The Seekers class meets in classroom #2 and wel-

comes members who might be interested in the “greatest 

archaeological discovery of the 20th century.” The pres-

entations in the videos are delivered by world renowned 

scholars who actually participated in deciphering and 

interpreting these 2,000 year old documents. The ses-

sions will be facilitated by Jim Jorden, Stan Smith, 

Linda Wilson, Malcolm McQueen, and Johnny White. 

SEEKERS CLASS NEW COURSE  
OF STUDY 

mailto:stanjoy06@hotmail.com


                   

Sunday, January 17,  10 am 
 

The Board of Trustees will host the Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting in the sanctuary. Sunday School classes 

will not be held on this date so that all members of the 

congregation will be able to attend. The purpose of the 

annual meeting is to review 2015 and approve plans and 

the budget for 2016. Board of Trustees Chairperson, 

Carolyn Thornton, will provide a Chairpersons Report to 

the congregation of the general status of the church. As 

an excellent opportunity for our membership to increase 

its awareness of the health and well-being of The 

Church at Horseshoe Bay, all members of the congrega-

tion are urged to attend this important meeting. See you 

there! 

Please welcome some of the newest members of The Church at Horseshoe 

Bay 2015. These pictures were taken at a New Member Reception in October 

that was attended by the Board of Trustees and are some of the newest church 

members from the later part of 2015. If you are new to the church and we 

have not gotten a picture of you, or if you have not filled out a New Member 

Information Form, please contact the church office so we can keep you in-

cluded on events and opportunities here at the church. 830-598-8390 

Geneva Dalton 

2015 Membership Chair 

Sharon Rivers 

Kim & 

Donald Jungkind 

Marilyn & Ken Lindgren, Chair of Benevolence 

Jane Thornton, Sharon & Bob Thomas 

Katie Long 

Carol & David Rose 

Tina & Randy King 

Beth Dopp 

Kristi & Scooter Lofton 

Margie & Dick Smith 

Becky Weidner 

Anne & 

Gary Crabtree 

Ann Ratisseau,  

Carolyn Thornton-Chair of the Board 2015,  

& Geneva Dalton, Membership Chair 2015 

 

Lynn & Dennis Hoover 



 

                     REPORT FROM 2015 CHRISTMAS FOR OTHERS 

 

WOW, oh WOW!  The CHSB elves were out in full force this year!  Our Christ-

mas for Others program is always a big success but this year you all out-did 

yourselves in volunteering your time and effort to this project for the kiddos in 

need in our community.  Many of you could not volunteer but very lovingly 

gave cash contributions that went a long way to help us accomplish our 

goal.  Many thanks also to Baylor Scott and White employees who adopted four 

of our families this season.   

 

Lots of members showed up for the two big days of sorting, bagging gifts and 

Bibles and delivering the precious big black bags to Marble Falls in our now 

quite-famous caravan. The building set-up team was in full steam setting up the 

fellowship hall for the big days and cleaning it all back up again.  I would like to 

give special thanks to Ann Stevenson, Mary Alice Dunn, Ellen Mitchell and DeDe 

Hodge who took over the reins of organizing the big finale when I was unfortu-

nately unable to be present. 

 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay is a vital part of the mother program "Christmas for 

Kids" in Marble Falls.  We were able to provide toys and clothing to 308 boys and 

girls representing 117 families  in our local area.   

God bless you all for your generous and loving spirit! 

 

Gail Matthews 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay receives a Christmas Present 
 

 

Elaine Lancaster donates a silver service to the church that was left to her by charter  

members Dick and Margaret Roberts. 

 

Elaine remembers: 

 

   “Dick and Margaret bought a condo in HSB “around” 1977.  They built their home on Slick Rock Golf Course in 

1980. 

   They were Charter members / among the founding members of The Church at HSB.  Dick helped with the development 

of the Benevolence Committee as well as being one of the first members of the choir. 

   Margaret grew beautiful tea roses and (during season) cut fresh ones every Sunday morning to take to the church.   

   Richard and his sister, Anne, in honor of Dick and Margaret’s 50th wedding anniversary, gave the silver cross on the 

pulpit to the church. 

   The first minister of the church, Tom Campbell, married Richard and me.  And in 1999, became the first second      

generation members. Richard passed away several years ago. 

  Dick and Margaret Roberts loved HSB and especially the church.  I know how happy they would be to know that these 

silver pieces have found a new home there.  Margaret had beautiful silver and this tea service and punch bowl were her 

prized pieces.  I was honored when, in 1990, she passed them to me.   She would be so happy to know that now so many 

people will be able to enjoy them, and that a piece of them will reside there for years to come.”   



January Birthdays 
Bob Thomas 1/3  Melanie Hilton 1/11  Billy Lapham 1/21 

Don Wood 1/3  Kenneth Brunke 1/12  Brenda Gray 1/21 

Joyce Smith 1/3  Ron Christesson 1/12  Bill Worley 1/21 

Franzella Jones 1/4  Carol Hawkinson 1/13  Jean Johnson 1/21 

Shirley Hampton 1/4  Diane Younker 1/13  Ann Seckler 1/23 

Ekkehard Dittmar 1/5  Suzanne Pierce 1/13  Bob Luvisi 1/23 

Peggy Mauch 1/5  Bill Carrothers 1/14  John Borota 1/24 

David Hart 1/5  Dean Comann 1/14  Roy Idom 1/24 

Frank Mansheim 1/6  Bill Edwards 1/14  Doug Ivey 1/24 

Jill McAfee 1/6  Jan Simpson 1/14  Sonny McAfee 1/24 

Leland Peterson 1/6  Gary Gum 1/14  Ken Greer 1/24 

Russell York 1/6  Jim Buckingham 1/15  Jerry Dunn 1/26 

Art Adams 1/6  Dan Edmonds 1/15  Ted Johns 1/27 

Kent Graham 1/7  Mary Agnes Rudd 1/15  Larry Glass 1/27 

Joe DeAtkine 1/8  Fran Elliott 1/15  Peggy Jordan 1/28 

Jane Braddock 1/9  Lynn Owen 1/16  Wayne Anderson 1/28 

Jerry Osborne 1/9  Chuck Strasburg 1/16  Bob Sewell 1/28 

T. Jones 1/10  Alicia Sommer 1/16  Rosie Redden 1/29 

Cynthia Russell 1/10  Claire Ploeger 1/17  Tom Stromgren 1/30 

Linda Rene' Rudd 1/10  Jane Thornton 1/18  Lorna Kithil 1/30 

DeDe Hodge 1/11  Susan Byrd 1/19  Jerry Johnson 1/30 

Etta Frantz 1/11  Jane Robertson 1/20  Tommy Wendel 1/30 

Linda Neeley 1/11  Robert Hendon, III 1/20  Sue Poole 1/31 

Phil & Suzanne Pierce 1/1  Bill & Joan Shehan 1/12  Carl & Estela Selby 1/24 

Ken & Marilyn Lindgren 1/2  Woody & Donna McCasland 1/16  Tom & Claire Edwards 1/25 

Bill & Pam Carrothers 1/3  Don & Anita Cruver 1/19  Curtis & Eileen Drake 1/27 

Steven & Harriett Smith 1/5  John & Carole Minyard 1/20  Homer & Marie Snider 1/30 

Scooter & Kristi Lofton 1/9  James & Deby Mason 1/21  Wayne & Dottie Anderson 1/30 

Bob & Sharon Thomas 1/10  Rudy & Gail Davalos 1/22  Hank & Ellen Mitchell 1/31 

 
Sunday:  Worship   8:30 am & 11 am 

Adult Christian Education  9:45 am 

Monday:  

Prayer Ministry Group  9 am 

Handbell Choir     1 pm 

Bluebonnet Chorale      1:30 & 3:30 pm 

Highland Lakes Men’s Chorus  3:30 pm 

Tuesday: 

Al-Anon  12 pm 

Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30pm 

Wednesday: 

Sonrise Singers  10 am 

Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm 

Chancel Choir  3 pm 

Thursday: 

Staff Meeting  10 am 

Veritas Forum  1 pm 

Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30 pm 

Friday: 

Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm Anniversaries 

FAITH BRIDGE 
 
Believe 
by Randy Frazee 
 
1/10- ch. 15 

“Total Surrender” 

1/17- no class 

1/24- ch. 16 

“Biblical Community” 

1/31- ch.17  

“Spiritual Gifts” 

 
 

SEEKERS 
 
Science and Religion 
Course 
 

1/10- “Past, Present,  

           and Future” 

1/17- no  class 

1/24- New Course begins 

BIBLE ALIVE 
 
Exodus 
 
1/10- ch.2-4,  

“The Call of Moses” 

1/17- no class 

1/24- ch.5-7:7 

“Pharaoh Meets Moses” 

1/31- ch.7:8-8:32 

“The Challenges  to Pharaoh 
and his God’s” 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
Magnificent Obsession  

By Ann Graham Lotz 

 

1/10- Session 1, Bible Study Workshop   
DVD 

1/24- Session 2- “Leave Everything 
Behind”- DVD 

1/31- “Leave Everything Behind”-
Discussion 

VERITAS FORUM Topics 
 

Thursdays at 1pm 
Church Library 

 
“The Big Bang, Stephen Hawking, and God” 

“The Language of God” by Dr. Francis Collins 



                 You’re Invited! 

 

       A-Lone Star Singles Ministry 

 

Who: Single Men and Women  

(19 or older)  who live in the 

                  Community 

 

When: Friday, January 22, 6 pm 

 

Where: Church Fellowship Hall  

 

What: Fun and Fellowship 

               It is potluck! 
  

Men’s Fellowship Conference, Jan. 8 and 9, 2016 
 

The Men of Faith along with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes will host a Men’s Fellowship 

Conference on December 8 and 9, 2016 at The Church at Horseshoe Bay beginning at 6:30 p.m. Friday 

evening.  Supper will be served followed by an evening session beginning at 7:30.  Saturday begins at 

9:00 with a late Taco breakfast.  The second session will start at 10:00.  Lunch is at noon with the final 

session beginning at 1:00.  The conference concludes at 3:00.  The guest speaker will be noted author 

and President of Character That Counts Ministry, Rod Handley. He will address men age 12 and older on 

the topic, “Success in God’s Eyes.”  There is no charge for the conference, but reservations are re-

quested by calling the church office at 830-598-8390.  

I hope you enjoyed the advent season and 

its music as much as I did.  It is such a wonderful time of year.  There are so many in-

spiring songs written about the events that finally lead to the birth of a new King.  Even 

though we know the story, it seems to always put a smile on our face every time we 

hear it year after year.  That is what Christmas is all about.  The handbells did a grand 

job of ringing in the season’s greetings to all who came to listen.  And the choirs sang 

with hearts that had been filled with the Holy Spirit of Christmas.  This church became 

alive with the wonderful gift we call Christmas!  Such a blessing.   

As I think back on the month, I 

can remember how people 

were just a little happier, 

walked with more of a spring 

in their step, and wanted to help those in need.  It was GREAT!  But now 

it is January and the reality of “life” is returning.  That is only if you let it!  

Make a special effort to carry the spirit of Christmas on into January, 

maybe even into February, or every month of the year.  It could change 

your life as well as someone else’s.   I am going to try this myself! Anyone 

else want to join me?  I think it could change us all.  Christmas is such a 

wonderful time of year I do not want to let it go so I am not!  Let us all 

sing more, smile more and just be happy in LIFE!            

By Garry Kesler, 

 Minister of Music 

Average 8:30 Attendance 118
Average 11:00 Attendance 246

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 134

YTD Budget YTD Actual Last YTD Actual
Contributions 1,050,000$        1,105,879$          1,147,682$        

Miscellaneous Income 11,400$              13,081$               21,556$              
Operating Expenses (740,228)$          (697,586)$            (704,981)$          

Building Fund Transfers (26,000)$            (26,000)$              (145,315)$          
Benevolence Giving (294,000)$          (294,000)$            (318,942)$          

Net Excess/(Shortfall) 1,172$                101,374$             -$                    

Financial Report and Attendance as of December 31, 2015

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

 



Benevolence 
Christian Women’s Job Corp 

 

Many a woman has come to Christian Women’s Job Corps in search of 

hope, answers and resources. A woman’s life can radically change with job loss, 

spousal loss, addictions, disability or illness. Without solutions or resources, es-

cape can seem hopeless. Christian Women’s Job Corps is a non-profit faith-

based agency where women in need are equipped for life and employment 

through job readiness classes, GED training, Bible Study and mentoring. 

Many women think that they only need the job skills and computer training. In-

stead, they find so much more than what they expected. Change happens when 

one gets involved. Taking the first step to find out how to get involved with 

CWJC is the key for many women. One student said, “I came to Christian 

Women’s Job Corps to learn computer skills. What I found was an amazing 

group of teachers with a passion for helping women improve their lives. It has 

been a life-changing experience that I will carry with me always and try to share 

with others.”  Another student recounts her CWJC experience by saying, “This 

class not only taught us skills to be a better person, to have better relationships 

with our families and children but to also have a better attitude for our future.” 

While the women are going through class, they also learn to give back. In their 

studies they have sewing classes where they make cute reversible little girl’s 

dresses. These are then donated to missionaries or our local Families in Crisis to 

give to under-privileged young girls. It is such a blessing to see someone else 

blessed by the works of your hands. 

 One of the wonderful things we learn as students or teachers is that the love of 

God never runs out. He gives and continues giving throughout our lives.  

     ARE YOU READY FOR A GREAT EXPERIENCE? 
 

 

Could this be YOUR year to help in Rio Bravo, Mexico?  What we are able to do will depend on who is going with us to do it.  

In addition to our usual possible projects such as crafts, clinic, house construction and help around the mission, we have a new 

opportunity.  There has been a continued concern for possible employment for the deaf.  Toward this end a welding school has 

been proposed and researched for a couple of years.  Our team has the honor of beginning construction of a facility on the mis-

sion campus for this project.   

Once again a team of volunteers that want to “Make a Christian Difference” will be heading to Rio Bravo, Mexico for a week of 

mission work to partner with the wonderful people there.  The Mission week is from February 13-20, 2016.  Currently there are 

nine people from this area committed to go with a few others interested.    When we arrive at the border we will join the rest of 

the volunteer contingent from Michigan.  It is not too late to join the team for a wonderful heartwarming experience of Christian 

service to work together on various projects. Please contact Bill or Edra Edwards 830-598-8158  or wmgedra@verizon.net. 

      Books & Scones  
 
The first meeting in 
2016 for Books & 
Scones will be on 
Tuesday, January 26 
at 3:30 pm in the 
church library.  
We will be discussing 
The Grace and Truth 
Paradox by Randy 
Alcorn.  
T he  bo ok s  a re 
available in the church 
office for $5.00. 

Through every phase and step of a long  

healing journey, David and I have felt your 

prayers and presence. For a left elbow joint 

replacement, a culture that left a wound,  

another surgery which removed infection and 

finally six weeks of daily infusions at our new 

hospital, we celebrate God’s healing! 

Many of you have distinctly helped in my 

healing by furnishing transportation to the 

wound doctor in Fredericksburg and to our 

hospital. The Ladies Sunday School Class was 

a faithful praying group and the teacher never 

missed a week without calling. 

Several of you came by to see us. Many others 

of you sent cards and notes, and others were 

very kind with interested inquiries and devoted 

prayers. Some of the flowers from Pastor 

Johnny’s anniversary brightened our home 

for several days, constantly reminding us of 

your thoughtfulness. 

We both truly appreciate every act of kindness 

and every prayer of healing that members and 

staff have sent our way. 

                      Marjorie and David Williamson 

As I don the prayer shawl made by members of 

our church, your kindness reminds me of 

God’s love of us all. 

 By all of your blessings I am improving and 

will soon see you in church. 

   Your attendance at my sons funeral was  

appreciated and another of God’s blessings. 

                                 Thank you, CB Knox, M.D. 
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Sermons Available     
on Church Website 

     

 Audio recordings of recent sermons from 
The Church at Horseshoe Bay are now 
available on our website. Go to:  

www.church-hsb.org  

      click on “Audio of Sermons”.  

      WORSHIP SERVICES 

         8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

                9:45 a.m. 

 

        Visit our website at: 

       www.church-hsb.org 

        Like us on Facebook 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay 830-598-8390,  fax 830-598-4822 

Church Staff 
 

Johnny P. White              

 Senior Pastor 

Malcolm McQueen    

Pastor 

Garry Kesler                     

Minister of Music 

Kena Richert                     

Bus. Administrator 

Jennie Lynn Hodges         

Organist/Pianist 

Amy Childress 

Pianist 

DeDe Hodge               

Church Secretary 

Kathy Morrissette 

Church Custodian 

Sue Martini 

Nursery 

 

2015 Board of Trustees 
 

         Carolyn Thornton  

                 Chairperson 

          Fred Klingensmith  

             Vice-Chairperson 

              Elsie Thurman  

                  Treasurer 

              Kent Graham  

              Asst.Treasurer 

             Geneva Dalton  

            Corp. Secretary 

 

Claudia Bird, Don Eckelbarger, 

     Bill Edwards, Mike Maine, 

     Pat McMurtrie, Kay Tyler, 

          Norman Homburg,  

             Ken Lindgren, 

          Wayne Ratisseau,  

             Linda Wilson 

       Church Office Hours:    

               Monday-Friday 

                 8:30- 4:30 p.m. 


