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A Note from your Trustees
“You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!” Isaiah 26:3
Your Board of Trustees pray that you are experiencing that “peace that passes understanding” as we all practice the virtue
of patience while awaiting the time when we can be together again. We want you to know that the Emergency Response
Team in conjunction with the rest of the Board are working diligently to create a detailed plan to bring us back together in
an effective, healthy and safe way. We are gathering information from many sources including state, federal and local government, other churches, as well as we also take into consideration the demographics of our congregation. We will share
our plan as soon as it is completed and approved. Until then, keep coming to church via the links that are sent out each
week or found on our website. We are so appreciative of our pastors and all who are helping to create and share the
devotional, Bible study, hymn sing along, and worship service each week.
The Board met via ZOOM at our regular scheduled time which was quite an accomplishment with 24 in attendance.
Everyone took their turn and it was a productive meeting. By now you should have received the Spiritual Gifts Survey via
email. Please take a few minutes to complete it and email the results to the church at info@church-hsb.org.
Our Benevolence distributions have been sent out for the month of April with approval for all distributions to be made in
May as well. This would not be possible without your gifts and offerings that have allowed us to meet our obligations
throughout this unprecedented time. The agencies are so grateful for our support, especially now when their current
needs are critical.
Please continue to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance as we plan to see you soon!
Blessings,
Ann Higdon
On behalf of the Board of Trustees

Visit the Church website or Facebook page to watch our pre-recorded Abbreviated Sunday
Service, Weekly Devotionals and Bible Study. www.church-hsb.org

BENEVOLENCE SPOTLIGHT
The Marble Falls Helping Center is unique among the agencies supported by The Church
at Horseshoe Bay in that the Benevolence Committee member that provides oversight is
also a regular voting member of their board. Most of the Helping Center board members serve similar roles for the rest of the 10 churches in the Ministerial Alliance that
originally created the Center decades ago.
The Coronavirus has had a major impact on many phases of the Center. The Center is
now open daily 10:00 am till 1:00 pm providing curbside service to protect both clients
and volunteers. Older high risk volunteers were encouraged to take a break from working.
Just like local grocery stores, food supplies have been harder to obtain but clients are
still receiving the same substantial healthy quantities. The biggest donation need is for
protein rich food and especially all varieties of canned meat products which is predicted
to become harder to obtain in the future. Money donations are also very helpful
because the Center can purchase a dollars worth of food for only 10 cents.
While the Helping Center is still serving about the same number of regular drive-in clients its secondary role as a strategic
resource during emergencies is again being a huge benefit to the area. Large numbers of other area residents are being
delivered food to their homes. Food is provided by the Helping Center and distributed by the Highland Lakes Crisis Network.
The new facility being built for The Helping Center adjacent to the Community Resource Center is receiving priority status and
is proceeding ahead of schedule and on budget for an October opening. Many of the contractors are providing various forms
of in-kind donations during construction. Hopefully the new facility will be ready in time to save the Center from feeling the
full impact of major raccoon damage in the attic of the current facility to the cooling/heating distribution equipment.

Thank you for all you donations to the

area food banks!

Financial Report as of April 29, 2020

Last YTD
Actual
Operating Contributions
Miscellaneous Income
Operating Expenses
Benevolence Allocation
Net Excess/(Shortfall)

$
$
$
$
$

325,500
6,805
(272,813)
(96,097)
(36,605)

Benevolence Fund Expenses $

(171,589)

YTD
Budget
$
$
$
$
$

400,627
3,658
(284,602)
(110,646)
9,038

YTD
Actual
$
$
$
$
$

447,978
4,582
(244,386)
(80,902)
127,272

$

(203,016)

Note there was one donor of $100,000 in March for COVID-19 shutdown
Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

May Birthdays
Emory Gawlik
Eleanor Trochta
JoAnn Warren
Christine Wood
Shirleen Bonacci
Sharon TenClay
Olta Potts
Gerry Fair
Beverly McFall

5/1
5/3
5/3
5/4
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/7
5/7

Margie Smith
Norman Homburg
Ellie Jefferies
Patt Schiewitz
Gary Whetstine
Mike Campbell
Dora Tweed
Luann Sewell
Wendy Christesson
Martha Cornett

5/7
5/8
5/8
5/9
5/9
5/13
5/14
5/16
5/18
5/18

Marilyn Howard
Jean Kiker
Andy Burk
Christine Reed
Sue Vaught
Diane Land
Deann Randle
Charlotte Steindorf
John Minyard
Ernest Trochta

5/18
5/18
5/19
5/19
5/19
5/21
5/21
5/21
5/22
5/22

Larry Canter
Ann Eckelbarger
Mary Barker
Geneva Dalton
Neal Younker
Raymond Ploeger
Elizabeth Arroyave-Pitts
Myrna Floyd
Marilyn Campbell
Jerry Clinesmith

5/25
5/25
5/26
5/26
5/26
5/27
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/31

Anniversaries
Gail & Scott Matthews
Carol & Patt Schiewtz
Lynn & Lawrence Erickson
Ruth & David Wright
Sara & Rodney Teague
Michele & Garry Kesler
Jeanne & Bill Worley
Brenda & Kyle Womack

5/9
5/10
5/11
5/17
5/19
5/21
5/21
5/22

Sara & Doug Boyd
Marjorie & Bob Clements
Lee Ann & Andy Burk
Nancy & Gary Whetstine
Jane & Bill Boisvert
Sue & Bob Poole
Karen & Bill Wines

Lent 2020
If you missed any of the Lenten services, you can find the videos on the church
website: www.church-hsb.org

5/23
5/23
5/27
5/27
5/28
5/28
5/29

Stations of the Cross
Submitted by Karen Jarrard

Good Friday
Submitted by Michele Kesler

Palm Sunday
Submitted by Linda Wilson

WHAT NOW?
We live in uncertain times during this strange coronavirus pandemic. In the uncertainty a combination of
caution and fear create restlessness in most of us. Add to this the penetrating question: What is real? Newsmakers and constant news sources often send conflicting messages that mix in with the caution, fear, uncertainty, and confuse like the wrong ingredients mixed in a Kitchen Aid mixer. The wrong ingredients mixed and
baked can leave a not-so-good taste in your mouth.
Even as I wrote those last two lines, I realized something. I have been watching too much of the British
Baking Show on Netflix. Bring back sports! Return to some normalcy! Turn off the British Baking Show!

However, even as I wrote those last two lines I know that I (and you, too, most of us), will proceed with
a little fear, a lot of caution, plenty of wisdom, and continue to deal with uncertainty.
Pandemics are not new, are they? Think of the plague in England in the 1800’s, the Spanish flu in
1918, the SARS epidemic in Asia in 2003. Uncertainty overflowed worldwide then even as now.
In London during an outbreak of the bubonic plague in 1625 where thousands of people died. I thought
of the Pastor/Priest/Poet John Donne of Saint Paul’s Cathedral (1572-1631) during that time. Donne’s life
moved along with ups and downs, many twists and turns as he attended Cambridge and Oxford Universities,
encountered burdensome debts in his younger years, wrote poetry, went to prison, became a lawyer, served
as a politician, and struggled in his middle years with daily emotional conflict and agonized ill health.
In his later years, in a surprising turn, on January 23, 1615, sixteen years before his death, Donne took
orders in the Anglican Church, served as a minister, and became a masterful preacher. In the plague of 1625
London newspapers reported as many as one thousand people a day dying from the plague. The media
named it Black Death. The worst of the plague came later in London in 1665-1666. In 1664 London locals saw
a bright comet in the sky. Londoners assumed this was a bad omen. Apparently, it was a bad omen. The
British National Archives estimates by the end of 1665 over 100,000 people died with 7,165 dying in one
week.
In 1625 Donne performed funerals, finally fled the city to preserve a measure of health, and returned to
preach the Christmas Homily of 1625. He wrote about a flea that caused death, a reference to the plague
caused by an infestation of rats in the city and transported to humans via a flea bite. He wrote his book
Devotions where he penned that famous line, facing death himself, “I am John Donne undone.” He wrote his
infamous words, “Death be not proud” and “Batter my heart three-person’d God for you…” and “No man is an
island…” and “Since you are then God’s masterpiece….” and “Repaire me now…” and “O Savior…Restore
thine image, so much, by thy grace…” He penned poetic words and drenched them with wet tears, a
valediction of weeping, tears, “Fruits of much grief they are…” Ultimately, tears of grief became both Donne’s
chosen sermon topic and his personal pain.
In a time of pain and uncertainty, where do we turn? We turn and cling to Christ our hope. Rest in calm
in uncertainty times. Rest easy in your restlessness. Hope comes through Christ.
G. K. Chesterton once chimed, “Hope is the power of being cheerful in circumstances which we know
to be desperate.” Friends, uncertain times arise and call for hope.
So let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for God who promised is faithful (Hebrews 10:23).
And remember, hope does not disappoint for God’s love has been poured into our hearts (Romans 5:5). The
old prophet Jeremiah once put it best, “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a future and a hope.’”
Hope,
Pastor John

MUSINGS
Having not been raised in the Christian faith, it was in my
college days Christ decided to “catch” me. I begin attending
church regularly and attend a college campus Bible study. It
was at the Bible study where I heard someone say
something like, “Today’s church needs to once again be like
the New Testament church.” That comment puzzled me
because, (1) I had never heard that before and, (2) as a new
Christian and church attender I assumed every church was
like the New Testament church. After doing some research
I discovered there was no one “New Testament” church
model. Within the New Testament we see evolving models.
In addition, I learned that most, if not all, of the New
Testament-era congregations had problems and difficulties.
Reading the Apostle Paul’s letters quickly pointed out that
truth. Given this, I realized the comparison between the
New Testament-era church and the Church today is a
non-sequitur. The contexts and situations are so vastly
different that it is impossible to be a “New Testament”
church assuming one even could. But one thing those early
church congregations did have in common was this: they
met in homes and small groups. There were no church
buildings like we have today. People stayed at home, were
often “socially distant” and many times – during periods of
persecution - simply could not gather. They were the
separated Body of Christ. But they didn’t stop being the
Church. In this sense, because of COVID-19, we are experiencing and becoming more like the New Testament church.
I recently saw a cartoon in Christian Century magazine that
showed a church building with a message on its marque
sign reading, “The Church building is closed. The Church is
open.” That’s it, isn’t it? Learning new ways to be the
Church without a building. The time will come soon when
we will be back in our beautiful church facility. That will be
very good because being in community is so crucial to the
spiritual health of every one of us. But I hope we don’t lose
the lesson we are to be learning while we have to be the
separated Body of Christ, like the New Testament church:
the Church is open, buildings or not.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Malcolm

How is your musical life?
This is really a legit question! With everyone becoming a
shut-in and not being prepared for the endless hours of
“boredom”, what is happening with your musical life? How
are you filling your time with music? Are you listening to
more music or less? Music is good for getting you into the
right mood to accomplish task. It is known to help get you
out of the wrong mood. Music expresses joy and happiness
as well as sadness and disappointment. When you are listening are you just turning on the radio and taking what it
gives? Do you pick your “playlist” from favorites? This is a
good time to try a new musical genre. I did say try! There
are a few that even I must try again but 99.9% of rap I still
do not like! So, what have you tried? I really would like to
know! (My little secret is while I am mowing, I listen to Bluegrass or Heavy Metal. Depends on the mood.) I will say that
I have heard some very good things on Facebook and
YouTube during this past month. Many are happening
because of the families staying at home together, kids get
bored and next thing you know the family is making a
musical video. There is one that I would tell you to check on
YouTube that I think is worth the listen. A father and daughter duet, Mat and Savanna Shaw do several songs. Start
with The Prayer. After listening to it you will probably want
to listen to more! I have!! Enjoy!!!
So how is your musical life during this time? It is in your
hands on what you make of it! The main thing is to enjoy the
music! Let it take you to where every you need to go. It will
put you into a different mood for a while, if it doesn’t then
change the music! I would bet there is one that will make
you happy!!!
Garry Kesler, Minister of Music

Long-range Planning Committee Agenda 2020
Kent Graham, Chair

Promoting Growth
A strategy for growth has been developed over the past three years. That was a start and several positive things have been implemented but there is still work to do on more of a tactical strategy basis. The primary question that I have come up with so far
regarding this endeavor is how do we reach the new residents and the unchurched in our community and in the broader Highland
Lakes area? One other key question: how can we grow the 8:15am service?
Committee members: Bill Carrothers, Kent Graham and Kay Tyler
Enhancing our Congregation’s Financial Stewardship
For our Church to have a sustainable future it is imperative that each member of our congregation embrace their role in financial
stewardship to the operating budget. I will share with the committee prior to our first meeting in March some historical data regarding this topic. I believe our renewed focus on becoming a $ for $ church can play a role in accomplishing this goal but I also
believe we need to thoroughly evaluate the likelihood of being able to attain the $ for $ goal. Regardless of what we conclude, we
need to develop other tactics to achieve the goal of all our members embracing their role in financial stewardship.
Committee members: Ken Burgess, Jim Jorden, Kena Richert
2020 Bi-annual Congregation Survey

The last survey conducted was in December 2018 so it is once again time to prepare and administer a survey to be conducted in
Fall 2020. This will require us to work closely with other committees and church members to identify survey topics as well as to
review the 2018 topics and revise as needed. This effort will require all the LRPC members to provide review and input as the original draft is ready.
Committee members: Kent Graham, Jo Ann Warren, Kena Richert
Facility Planning
Over the last several years there have been various plans developed for enhancing aspects of our facilities (e.g., Christian Education
building, expansion of Narthex, etc.). The main goal of this topic will be to review all plans at whatever stage that have been developed and organize them for future use if needed.

Committee members: Kent Graham and Bob Baker (chair of the buildings committee)
For all of these, it will be important for our committee to engage where appropriate other board committees and the congregation
for input along the way.

John Griffing and worship team
practicing while social distancing

Garry Kesler and quartet practicing for a hymn
sing while social distancing

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS
Claire Ploeger

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS
Tom Barker
Lanny Binger- friend of the Rodman’s
Janice Blackmon- daughter in law of Mimi and Jim
Lou Burris
Roy Butler
Clay & Heather Cauble
Fred Coleman– friend of Kay Herring
Arlan Daniel
Joe Ellis on passing of his Mother
Ann Embry-friend of Betty Cruikshank
Jim Griffith
Illene Harris
Jay Harris
Joyce Henderson– Mother of Paula Wendel
Charlotte Hewitt– friend of Ruth Newman
Eileen Hurd
Mike Jindra– Stepbrother of Kirk Robinson
Melissa Kearney– daughter of Gail & Royce Gilliland
Bob Kiker
Jean and Bob Latham
Bob Lowry
Murray Mangum
Sherry Mason
Joe Mauch

John McFall
Lori Meyer
Jim & Shirley Murrell
William Lyons Nohr– grandson of Roger & Laura
Skiles
Ronnie Rudd
Nancy Schaefer
Gay Shackelford
Susie & Dick Schumacher
Al Schwerman
Shelby Spangler
Trudi Stafford
Suzanne West– friend of Marilyn Howard
James Whitcomb– grandson of Mary Ellen Keith
Barbara White
Catherine Williams– daughter of Jill & P.T. Williams
Rhys Williams
Those who place themselves in harm’s way serving
our country and families.
Prayers for our Church.
This is our weekly bulletin prayer list. If you have
confidential prayer concerns, or want to update the
prayer team,
please contact the Church office. 830-598-8390

Dear church family:

We would like to thank you for all the texts, emails, calls, and cards
expressing sympathy in the sudden death of our son, Jeff, in Nevada.
Your thoughtful words and offers of hope and prayer make us feel
supported and loved even in this time of global crisis.

Thank you for the incredible support
from the Church, Memorial Care
Committee, Seekers and Faith Bridge
Class after Claires passing.
Tom Edwards

Bless you, Linda and Harold Wilson

SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY
Please take a few minutes to complete the survey.

Please go to https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/.
At the end of the survey, there's an option to "Send Results".
Please click this and send the results to info@church-hsb.org.
We will accumulate each person's Top 3 spiritual gifts in our Shelby system so it is very important
that you send the results to the church email.

