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A NEW YEAR
“A New Year, a new you,” the advertisement announced though the
television screen. In fact, in the last week advertisements have promised me
so many things: weight loss secrets, painless laser knee surgery, miracle
face cream that gives me a face lift, and a diet plan that will make me feel like
a million dollars. Of course, the promises come with a small fee, the need for
a New Year’s resolution, and promises might not be guaranteed. The
advertisers make “A new year, a new you” all sound so easy, so painless,
and so remarkable.
I wanted to write each advertiser and tell them, “I am already a new creation
in Christ.” In a New Year, Christ makes all things new. “Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come” (2
Cor. 5:17, NIV). Better yet, the new comes each new morning. “It is the
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22-23, KJV).
In a New Year we give thanks for new opportunities, joys, hopes, and dreams
for what a New Year offers.
A New Year, 2018, beckons here at the Church at Horseshoe Bay. Here at
the church we cannot promise you what advertisers may pledge, “a new
year, a new you,” but we can lead you to the Good Shepherd, Jesus, who
promises his love, hope, joy, and faithfulness each new day. So let’s join
together in prayer, worship, giving, serving, expectation, and hope for what
God will do in our community, our church, and in our hearts this New Year. I
look forward to seeing all that God will do in us and through us as we join him
in his work.
Finally, I am so thankful for you, for this past Advent Season, and for the
benevolence and mission ministry of our church that reaches the needs of
people and stretches around the world.
Happy New Year with joy,
John

THANK YOU!

A BIG thank you to all who:
Beautifully decorated the
sanctuary and church for
Advent/Christmas;
Helped us worship the Savior
through music and song;
Supplied gifts for the elderly
and children through our
benevolence outreach;
Gave generously of time and
talent;
Gave generously of money to
bless families and others
in our community.
Thank you!!

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

As an FYI, the church office will
be closed on Monday,
January 15, 2018 in honor of
Martin Luther King, Jr. day.

THE ADVANTAGES OF A TAX-FREE

BOOKS AND SCONES

TRANSFER FROM AN IRA TO CHARITY

January 30, 2018

Given the recent tax legislation, the benefits of making direct
donations from an IRA to a charity could be even more
advantageous to the donor. A donor who is over 70 ½ years
old may still retain a significant benefit from charitable
contributions by making a qualified tax-free transfer from an
IRA. People older than 70½ can transfer up to $100,000 per
year from their traditional IRAs to a charity, which can count
toward their required minimum distribution but is not taxable if
they follow the rules for a qualified charitable distribution
(QCD). (This doesn’t apply to a Roth IRA, which has tax-free
withdrawals and no required distributions.) The gift stays out
of your adjusted gross income only if you make a direct
transfer from your IRA to the charity. It doesn’t count as a taxfree transfer if you withdraw the money first and then make a
donation to the charity. Ask your IRA administrator what
steps you need to take, because the procedures can vary
from firm to firm.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 30,
2018. We will meet in the church library at 2:30 pm.
The book we are reading for January is
The Awakening of H K Derryberry by Jim Bradford and
is available in the church office for $7.00.
We hope to see you at the January book discussion.

BENEVOLENCE
Salutations from Open Door Recovery House.
We are praising and thanking God for laying it on your hearts to keep us in prayer and lend us your financial support. What a blessing you have been to our ladies and their families. Addiction is a family disease
with ripple effects and, thank God, so does recovery. Lives are being saved and changed and your gifts
help us accomplish this. Unfortunately we stay full, with a lengthy waiting list that is heart breaking.
Tammy is 56 who has had a problem with alcohol for many years that graduated to other drugs such as
methamphetamine over the past few years. She was living in her car for the past year. The last few
months it was parked in a friend’s yard because it no longer ran. She went to prison for 9 months and had
to complete 3 months in a halfway house to discharge successfully. Her mother passed away while she
was incarcerated. This was of course extremely traumatic as you can imagine. She did not have support
or the opportunity to properly grieve. Part of her conditions of release was that she participates and completes a year in Drug Court. Tammy knew she would not be able to do this living in her car or on her own
so she reached out for help towards the end of her 3 months by calling her probation officer. That officer
called me to plead her case. I remember her saying “I am not going to lie to you Paula; it’s going to be like
rehabbing a pit bull. She has had a rough life with a ton of pain and disappointment. She has trouble seeing the positive side of anything.” It just so happened that one of our ladies had unexpectedly moved out
without notice. I do not believe in coincidences. With God All things are possible! She came in and has
been with us for months now. She works full time at Mc Donald’s for $8.00 per hour at first walking to work
at 5 am and home at 3ish, then accepting rides here and there. She works very hard and has paid off numerous fines and fees as well as staying current on her probation fees. She puts every penny back for her
vehicle. We have a prayer team that meets each Monday and covers each resident’s prayer requests and
their families as well as Open Doors specific concerns. God spoke to a member of
that team in a mighty way. He arranged for Tammy to be abundantly blessed. She
has saved $3,000 however, she has received a 2011 Escape worth over $9,000.
Our God is the God of Abundance! Miss Tammy is walking on a cloud smiling constantly. She is very grateful and is very willing to help many others who need
rides. What a transformation her whole attitude and outlook on life has changed.
What a privilege to be a witness to God moving in profound ways. These are the
details of just one of the many miracles you are a part of.
Peace Be With You,
Paula M. Mays, Executive Director

ASCRIBE PRAISE

I confess I don't think - on a daily basis - when I
was baptized. It happened when I was a child but I
don't remember it. But I do know where, when and
by whom I was baptized because I have my
baptismal certificate. Yet even if I didn't have my
certificate, I trust my parents when they told me I
was baptized. More importantly, however, is what
baptism did and does to me. Certainly there are
many meanings to the sacrament of baptism, but
one includes this: in baptism, God promised and
sealed me in union with Christ (Galatians 3: 27). It
is a sign and reality of covenant of God's grace. As
such, the Holy Spirit is working in me and I'm
becoming in my daily life the kind of person
I already am in my union with Christ. In other
words, my life is already and not yet: already
sealed with Christ and in union with Him ... but not
yet complete in "Christ-likeness." The same is true
for you. We continue growing in grace and doing so
together in the body of Christ.
I confess I also don't think - on a daily basis - about
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper; about our
Lord's costly, life-giving love to me. But the
sacrament is also a covenant of grace (Luke 22: 19
-20) reminding me each time I partake of the
communion elements that our Lord has sealed me
to his atoning death and brings me into the bond of
his salvation. The same is true for you.
Therefore, we live together as the body of Christ:
forgiving each other, gracing each other, building
up each other because that is what Christ has done
for us. Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Hand in
hand. Complimentary and completing signs for the
believer in Christ.
In the church liturgical calendar, January 7 of 2018
is Epiphany Sunday - the story of the Magi finding
the Christ-child and being in worship of Him. It is an
appropriate Sunday - fresh from Christmas - to
move into a new year with new possibilities to
embrace the future our Lord and Savior has for
us ... to be reminded why Jesus has us here ... and
to do so remembering of our baptism while also
communing with our Lord around his Table. That's
what will happen on Sunday, January 8. Happy
New Year. Happy new life in Christ.
In Christ,
Malcolm McQueen

Sunday, January 21, 2018
9:45 am
The Board of Trustees will host the Annual Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary. Sunday School
classes will not be held on this date so that all members of the congregation will be able to attend. The
purpose of the annual meeting is to discuss the year
2017, a bylaw amendment to increase the number of
board members, elect new board members, and approve the 2018 church budget. Board of Trustees
Chairperson, Kent Graham, will provide a Chairman’s Report to the congregation of the general
status of the church. This is an excellent opportunity
for our membership to increase its awareness of the
health and well-being of The Church at Horseshoe
Bay, and all members of the congregation are urged
to attend this important meeting. See you there!

The Church at Horseshoe Bay
serves a robust and loving community that reaches not only
Horseshoe Bay, but Spicewood,
Cottonwood Shores, Marble
Falls, Burnet, Kingsland,
Meadow Lakes, Marble Falls
and areas out and in between.
The Outreach committee attempts to contact all visitors to our church as well as new comers to our area.
This committee is made up of members of our congregation who seek to get the word out about our
wonderful church.
We need your help to get that word out. Please
come join our committee of some loving and interesting church members. We only meet 3 or 4 times a
year to review our procedures and accomplishments.
The Outreach Committee wants you.
Call the church office and leave your number and
that you are interested in joining us. You will be contacted right away. 830-598-8390

GOING TO ISRAEL!

Interested in making a spiritual and educational trip to the land of
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“Special thanks to the church members for
their contribution of the many gifts that surrounded the tree with gifts for Elves for the
Elderly!”
The family programs committee entertained
members of the church with homemade
goodies spreading Christmas cheer. I want to
thank Tommy Kepner Wayne Broadcom
Sandra Williams Nancy Rogers Diane Yonkers
helping on that day.
What a beautiful afternoon contributing to this agency knowing that
the precious Elderly will receive a loving gift from our church making
the Christmas Day very special.
Lulu Glass, Benevolence Committee

Save the Date!
February 7
The Special Events Committee will
be hosting an Italian Night Out at
The Church at Horseshoe Bay!

Christmas for Others 2017
Gail Matthews-Chair

Mark your calendars…
more info to come!

Bob Thomas
Don Wood
Joyce Smith
Franzella Jones
Shirley Hampton
Nick Summitt
Ekkehard Dittmar
Peggy Mauch
Frank Mansheim
Leland Peterson
Russell York
Kent Graham
Joe DeAtkine
Jane Braddock
Jerry Osborne
Cindy Elgamal
T. Jones
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1/4
1/4
1/4
1/5
1/5
1/6
1/6
1/6
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/9
1/10

Cynthia Russell
Linda Rene' Rudd
Kenneth Brunke
Ron Christesson
Carol Hawkinson
Diane Younker
Suzanne Owens
Bill Carrothers
DeDe Hodge
Linda Neeley
Melanie Hilton
Dean Comann
Bill Edwards
Jan Simpson
Gary Gum
Jim Buckingham

1/10
1/10
1/12
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1/13
1/13
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1/11
1/11
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/15

Dan Edmonds
Mary Agnes Rudd
Fran Elliott
Lynn Owen
Brenda Gray
Bill Worley
Jean Johnson
John Borota
Ann Seckler
Anne Crabtree
Jerry Dunn
Larry Glass
Chuck Strasburg
Claire Ploeger
Jane Thornton
Susan Byrd
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1/21
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ANNIVERSARIES

Ken & Marilyn Lindgren
Bill & Pam Carrothers
Steven & Harriett Smith
Scooter & Kristi Lofton
Bob & Sharon Thomas
Bill & Joan Shehan
Woody & Donna McCasland

1/2
1/3
1/5
1/9
1/10
1/12
1/16

Robert Hendon
Monica Woods
Billy Lapham
Doug Ivey
Paul Herring
Ken Greer
Peggy Jordan
Wayne Anderson
Bob Sewell
Rosie Redden
Tom Stromgren
Lorna Kithil
Jerry Johnson
Tommy Wendel
Stacy Dressen
Sue Poole
Gene Gruber

Don & Anita Cruver
John & Carole Minyard
James & Deby Mason
Rudy & Gail Davalos
Tom & Claire Edwards
Curtis & Eileen Drake
Wayne & Dottie Anderson
Hank & Ellen Mitchell

1/20
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1/21
1/22
1/25
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1/30
1/31

Adult Christian Education- 9:45 am Sunday mornings
Faith Bridge- Fellowship Hall

Bible Alive- Classroom 3

Seekers Class- Classroom 1/2

Why I Believe by Chip Ingram

Study of John

Luther: Gospel, Law, and

1/7- “Why I believe in the God of the
Bible”- part 1

1/7- John 14:1-31, “Preparing a Heavenly
Place and the Gift of the Helper”

Reformation

1/14- “Why I believe in the God of the
Bible”- part 2

1/14- John 15:1-6:4, “Abide in Christ, Not the
World”

1/21- No class

1/21- No class

New Study: All In by Mark Batterson

1/28- John 16:5-33, “The Holy Spirit, Death,
Resurrection, and Promises”

1/28- “Now or Never”

1/7- “Luther and His Enemies”
1/14- “Luther and the Jews”
1/21- No class
1/28- “Luther and Modernity”

Women’s Bible Study- Classroom 4

New Beginnings Class- Administration building

The Women of Easter by Liz Curtis Higgs

New Study: Unshakable! By Rick Warren

1/7- Video 6- “I will not fail, God is always victorious”
1/14- Discussion- “I will not fail, God is always victorious”
1/21- No class

Sunday, January 21, 2018, at 9:45 a.m. the Board of Trustees will host the

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday School classes will not be held on this date so that all members will be able to attend.
The purpose of the annual meeting is to cover the following:
- To provide a state of the church update for the year 2017 to the congregation by the
Board Chairperson.
- To present the financial report for calendar year 2017 and the budget for 2018 which must
be approved by the congregation.
- To discuss and approve a bylaw amendment to increase the number of board members
from 15 to 21 trustees
- To elect five (and two additional board members if the bylaw change is approved by the
membership for a total of seven) new candidates for the Board of Trustees.
This is an excellent opportunity for our membership to increase awareness of the health
and well-being of The Church at Horseshoe Bay. All members of the congregation are urged
to attend this important meeting. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend!
Please see the Class of 2021 nominees below:

Kent Graham earned a Bachelor of Business Administration (1975) and a Master of Science in Accounting- Taxation (1977) from the University of Houston. Upon graduation he joined the professional staff of Arthur Andersen in Houston and was promoted to partner in 1985. He specialized in oil and gas taxation for most of his career. In 1992 he became the leader of the compensation and the benefits practice of Arthur Andersen where he consulted with clients on
executive pay and employee benefits. He and his team moved to Ernst and Young in May 2002 and in January 2003 he
transferred to Los Angeles to rebuild the Human Capital practice and retired in June of 2013. While in Houston, Kent
was a founding member and part of the Kingwood First Baptist Church where he served on the finance committee and
became a deacon. After a move in 1996 he and his wife Beverly joined St. Luke Methodist where they taught children’s
Sunday school classes and also served on the audit committee. After the move to Los Angeles, Kent and Beverly joined
Hollywood Presbyterian. Kent served on the finance committee while a member there to help the church overcome
some challenging financial difficulties. Kent and Beverly joined The Church at Horseshoe Bay in 2010. Kent has served
on the Board of Trustees as assistant treasurer, treasurer and is currently serving as chairman. Kent also serves on the
Board of Governors for Escondido Golf & Lake Club and on the Governing Board of the Make-A-Wish Chapter for Central and South Texas. Kent was also elected to the Horseshoe Bay City council in November of 2016. The Grahams
have three children and one granddaughter. Kent has been nominated for a three-year term.

Ann Higdon grew up on a farm located on the Kansas/

Nebraska state line and earned her undergraduate degree
from Kansas State University and a graduate degree from
the University of Nebraska in Speech-Language Pathology.
She returned to her home town where she practiced as a
Speech Pathologist in the area schools, hospitals and
skilled care facilities for 32 years. She loved her church,
her home town, and her professional communities serving
them in many capacities. She served as a Trustee of the
Nebraska Independent College Foundation, the Superior
Public Library, and the Nebraska Speech & Hearing Endowment Foundation. She also served as the Executive/
Administrative Board President of the Superior United
Methodist Church board, the Brodstone Memorial County
Hospital board, the H.B. Sweet Scholarship Foundation,
and the Nebraska Speech & Hearing Association.
Ann and her husband, Larry, moved to Horseshoe Bay in
2009. They became members of the Church at Horseshoe
Bay and Ann became actively involved in the church by
playing in the Bell Choir, serving as Chairman/Vice Chairman of the WOW Committee, teaching in the Faith Bridge
Sunday School class, Co-Chairing the Benevolence Committee, and participating in various other committees. She
also currently serves on the Texas Speech and Hearing
Foundation Board. Ann and Larry love to travel, play a little
golf, and most especially spend time with their family and
friends. Ann has been nominated for a three year term.

Eddie Greer and his wife Martha moved from Sugar
Land to Horseshoe Bay in 2007 and joined the Church
at Horseshoe Bay in 2008. Eddie graduated with an AS
degree from Paris Junior College and holds a BBA from
Le Tourneau University. After working at a High School
for a short time, he went to work for Brown & Root Construction Company and spent 31 years in Safety &
Health. He served as President of the American Society
of Safety Engineers from 2001-2002. After retiring in
2004, he opened a Safety Consulting Company which is
still active. He was named Fellow in 2007 by ASSE
which is their highest honor. He enjoys playing golf and
an occasional wood working project, mainly making lots
of sawdust.
Eddie and Martha were founding members of the Faith
Bridge Class and Eddie serves as one of the class instructors and is currently co-chair of the class. Eddie
and Martha were married for 18 years until her death in
May of this year.
Eddie has a daughter, Keri who is married to Bryan
Engle, and lives in Riverside, CA. He also has a son,
Adam, who lives in Houston. Eddie has been nominated
for a three year term.

Board nominees continued:
Frances Highsmith and husband Jim moved to

Horseshoe Bay in 2005. Jim passed away in 2008. The
journey to Horseshoe Bay began in San Angelo, Texas,
where Frances graduated from High School and attended
Angelo State College, now Angelo State University. She
lived in Brownfield, Odessa, Midland, Dallas and Austin
before coming to Horseshoe Bay. Frances has two
children, three granddaughters, one grandson, and threestep children, five step-grandchildren and four step-great
grandchildren.
In her career, she worked in administrative positions in
various industries. She was the Director of Corporate
Communications for Edisto Resources Corp. in Dallas for
eight years, and was also co-owner of Corporate
Perspective, Inc., a company that assisted small independent companies become publicly held. She enjoys
playing tennis and bridge, walking/hiking, volunteer work
and keeping up with her grandchildren.
She has been a member of The Church at Horseshoe
Bay since 2005. She has served as Chairman of the
Coffee Fellowship Committee, Special Events Committee,
and Outside Greeter’s (11:00) Committee. She is a past
member of WOW and currently serves on the
Benevolence Committee and various other church
committees. Frances is the Wedding Hostess for The
Church at Horseshoe Bay and is a member of the Board
of The Helping Center in Marble Falls. Frances has been
nominated for a three year term.

Andy Burk grew up in Odessa, TX, graduating from

Permian High School before attending the University of
Texas at Austin and majoring in accounting. Following 2
years in public accounting, he went to work for G. Q.
Salmon & Son, Inc. in West Texas (a company founded
by Lee Ann's grandfather in 1952). After 22 years of
serving as VP and COO, the company sold to Key Energy Services in 2001 and he became the Division Manager for fluid services in the Permian Basin region until
2006, along with a year in their Acquisitions Group. He
and Lee Ann were also partners in Grace Petroleum, and
Andy assisted in those operations. Last year, he joined
The Busse Group Real Estate firm as a Realtor.
Andy and Lee Ann moved to Horseshoe Bay on a full
time basis in 2009. Already non-resident members of the
church, the congregation at The Church at Horseshoe
Bay made their transition to full time membership an easy
one with their warmth and friendliness. His service in the
Men of Faith has included a 2 year term as Breakfast
Chairman and 2 years as Chairman of the committee. Andy has been involved with the Highland Lakes
Men's Community Bible Study since it's inception and he
and Lee Ann are members of the Faith Bridge class.
Prior to moving to Horseshoe Bay, Andy and Lee Ann
were members of the First Baptist Church in Odessa, and
in May, will celebrate their 40th anniversary. They have a
son, Austin (Lake Charles, LA), who is married to Amber
with 3 children, Caroline, Camille and Andrew Austin
Burk III (Tripp). Daughter Ellen (Odessa, TX) is married
to Jason Wilkerson and they have 2 children, Cooper and
Whitley. Andy has been nominated for a three year term.

Norman Homburg was raised in Fashing, Texas, a

small German farming community south of San Antonio.
He was a member of a small rural Methodist Church
there. He had seven Methodist ministers in his family
going back to the Texas Revolution. Both he and his wife
(Jimmie) graduated from Texas A&I University,
Kingsville, Texas. He moved to Portland, Texas and employed with Borden Dairy & Services in Corpus Christi,
Texas.
While in Portland they joined the First Presbyterian
Church, where he was elected a Deacon. Norm went to
work for Ana Darko Petroleum Company (formerly
known as Champlin Petroleum).
Norm and wife Jimmie spent three years in Cotulla,
Texas where they attended a Methodist church. Norm
was transferred to Bryan, Texas, where they both joined
the First Presbyterian Church and were members for
thirty-two years with Norm serving as both Elder and
Deacon. He was on the Building and Property Committee for over seventeen years as well as Chairman for two
terms. Norm has been Buildings Chairperson at The
Church at Horseshoe Bay for three years and is nominated for a three year term.

Sally Stromgren grew up in Ottawa, Ks. After gradu-

ating from high school, she attended Emporia State
Teachers College where she received a provisional
teaching certificate which meant she had to go to
summer school each summer to keep active. While
Tom finished his senior year she taught in a rural
school with nine students in four different grades.
They moved to Solomon, Ks. To start their coaching
and teaching careers. Sally taught in Abilene, Ks.
Coming from Methodist and Lutheran backgrounds,
they joined the Presbyterian church where sally served
on the Board of Deacons. Then back to Emporia for a
job at Tom’s alma mater and Sally finished her degree
fifteen years after she started! Their last move took
them to Hays, Ks. When Tom was hired as head coach
at the University. Sally taught kindergarten until the girls
graduated from college. Sally taught Sunday and Bible
School and both she and Tom served as Elders. Both
daughters were married at that church and three grandchildren were baptized there.
They started coming to HSB in the middle of the eighties and attended the Protestant church when it met at
the Catholic Chapel. After selling their business, they
moved here permanently in 1991. Sally volunteered in
the office for several years, served on the Benevolence
Committee for six years and both serve on the
communion Committee while Tom serves as an Usher
and both have been responsible for early coffee fellowship time for about seven years.
They celebrated their 60th anniversary in August. Both
feel very blessed with their two daughters and their
families and for the many friends they have made in the
last sixty years, and for being a part of the church
family at The Church at HSB. Sally has been nominated for a three year term.
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2017 Board of Trustees
Kent Graham
Chairperson
Ken Lindgren
Vice-Chairperson
Bob Thomas
Treasurer
Ruth Newman
Asst.Treasurer
Don Eckelbarger
Corp. Secretary
Frances Highsmith, Ronda Rodman
David Rose, Jerry Clinesmith
Pat McMurtrie, Ronda Rodman
Norman Homburg,
Jim Hower, Lee Peterson
Bobbie Walker,
Linda Wilson

Weekly Recurring Church Calendar

Church Staff

Sunday: Worship 8:30 am & 11 am
Christian Education 9:45 am
Monday:
Prayer Ministry Group 9 am
Handbell Choir 1 pm
Bluebonnet Chorale 12:30 & 2:00 pm
Highland Lakes Men’s Chorus 3:00 pm
Tuesday:
Staff Meeting 10 am
Al-Anon 12 pm
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30pm
Wednesday:
Sonrise Singers 10 am
Prayer Ministry Group 1:30 pm
Chancel Choir 3 pm
Thursday:
Forum 1 pm
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm
Friday:
Prayer Ministry Group 1:00 pm

Malcolm McQueen
Senior Pastor
Garry Kesler
Minister of Music
Michael De La Garza
Organist/Pianist

John Duncan
Co-Pastor
Kena Richert
Bus. Administrator
Amy Childress
Pianist

DeDe Hodge
Office Manager

Tiffany Jowers
Nursery

Shell Reynolds
Maintenance

Michael Pittard
Custodian

Visit our website at:
www.church-hsb.org
Like us on Facebook
Sermons available on the
Church website

