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Just outside the archway entering Magdalen College in Oxford - where C.S. Lewis taught Medieval Literature - there is a 
famous pathway known as Addison's Walk.  The path is named after Joseph Addison, a Teaching Fellow at Magdalen from 
1698 to 1711.  The beloved Addison enjoyed walking there and it was named for him.   

The pathway connects the College campus to Headington Quarry where CS Lewis lived the majority of his adult life. Lewis 
walked that beautiful and convenient path daily between his home and office for all the years he taught at Magdalen College.  
He had many long conversations with his intellectual colleagues and friends on that path and made many life changing 
decisions.  In 2002, Patricia and I were fortunate to walk that path and discover - as thousands before us - a plaque in memory 
of C.S. Lewis containing this poem he wrote:  

                              WHAT THE BIRD SAID EARLY IN THE YEAR 
 

I heard in Addison's Walk a bird sing clear: 
This year the summer will come true. This year. This 
year. 

Winds will not strip the blossom from the apple trees 
This year, nor want of rain destroy the peas. 

This year time's nature will no more defeat you, 
Nor all the promised moments in their passing cheat you. 

This time they will not lead you round and back 
To Autumn, one year older, by the well-worn track. 

This year, this year, as all these flowers foretell, 
We shall escape the circle and undo the spell. 

Often deceived, yet open once again your heart, 
Quick, quick, quick, quick! - the gates are drawn apart. 

In 2002 that poem spoke to my heart about making changes; so 
that one year later I would not be walking the same “well-worn 
track... round and back... one year older” and nothing different. We 
returned home to Texas determined to “..escape the circle and 
undo the spell.”  And we did.  

We made some big changes.  We sold our dream house; the one 
we had worked and planned so hard to achieve.  We downsized our 
lives.  I stepped out of the familiar treadmill I had been on for 25 
years and spent a year as a hospital chaplain.  Those changes  
reframed my life and perspective.  But as is often the case, my 
plans were not God's plans.   

Much of that time the future was a dark tunnel with only occasional 
rays of light, but the end result was... we came to live and serve 
here in Horseshoe Bay.  Didn't know this was where we would end 
up.  Didn't know this was what we wanted or needed.  But in retro-
spect, it was.  And here we are over a decade later.   

In 2016 the echoes of that poem began to reverberate in my mind 
and heart again.  2016 became the year of decision.  2017 is now 
the year of transition.  Transitions feel a bit disconcerting, a bit   
uneasy; but it also feels good and it feels right.   

Read that poem again.  Perhaps it will speak to you of goals fulfilled 
and unfulfilled.  And ask yourself:  What are the changes God 
would have in my life this year?  

            "Quick, quick, quick, quick! - the gates are drawn apart." 

2017– The Year of Transition, by Rev. Johnny White 

WORSHIP ON JANUARY 1 

Don't forget: only one service of worship on        

Sunday, January 1 at 11:00am  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Addison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_don


The Family Programs members of the Benevolence Committee; Lou Burriss, Wayne Bras-

com, Tommy Kepner, Nancy Rogers, Sandra Williams, and Diane Younker, wish to thank all 

the friends and members of The Church at Horseshoe Bay for your generous support of the 2016 “Elves for 

the Elderly” event.  As many of you know these gifts go to the elderly in our area who might not otherwise re-

ceive a Christmas gift. Last year over 925 gifts were delivered by organizers and volunteers to older residents 

in nursing homes, assisted living communities, homebound residents and persons in the Meals on Wheels 

program.  The church co-ordinates with Bessie Jackson of Older Adult Rural Services, one of the agencies 

our church assists,  in the collection and delivery of these gifts. Again, thank you for making this event a suc-

cess again in 2016. 

                                  Sunday, January 15, 2017- 10 am 

 

The Board of Trustees will host the Annual Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary. Sunday School classes will not 

be held on this date so that all members of the congregation will be able to attend. The purpose of the annual meeting 

is to review 2016 and approve plans and the budget for 2017. Board of Trustees Chairperson, Fred Klingensmith, will 

provide a Chairman’s Report to the congregation of the general status of the church. As an excellent opportunity for 

our membership to increase its awareness of the health and well-being of The Church at Horseshoe Bay, all members 

of the congregation are urged to attend this important meeting. See you there! 

 

 

 

Please contact the church office at 830-598

-8390 if you have a new neighbor who is 

not a member of The Church at HSB. We 

would like to welcome everyone in the 

community to our church! If you know of 

someone moving to HSB, please call the 

office with a name and address, and some-

one from the Outreach Committee will wel-

come them with a small gift! 

Elves for the Elderly 2016 



 Ascribe Praise 
I confess I don't think - on a daily basis - when I was baptized. It happened when I was a child but I don't remember 
it. But I do know where, when and by whom I was baptized because I have my baptismal certificate.  Yet even if I  
didn't have my certificate, I trust my parents when they told me I was baptized. More importantly, however, is what 
baptism did and does to me. Certainly there are many meanings to the sacrament of baptism, but one includes this: 
in baptism, God promised and sealed me in union with Christ (Galatians 3: 27). It is a sign and reality of covenant of 
God's grace. As such, the Holy Spirit is working in me and  I'm becoming in my daily life the kind of person I already 
am in my union with Christ. In other words, my life is already and not yet: already sealed with Christ and in union with 
Him ... but not yet complete in “Christ-likeness.” The same is true for you. We continue growing in grace and doing so 
together in the body of Christ. 
I confess I also don't think - on a daily basis - about the sacrament of the Lord's Supper; about our Lord's costly,     
life-giving love to me. But the sacrament is also a covenant of grace (Luke 22: 19-20) reminding me each time I par-
take of the communion elements that our Lord has sealed me to his atoning death and brings me into the bond of his 
salvation.  The same is true for you.    
Therefore, we live together as the body of Christ: forgiving each other, gracing each other, building up each other   
because that is what Christ has done for us. Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Hand in hand. Complimentary and   
completing signs for the believer in Christ.     
In 2017, January 1 happens to be the first day of the week in the first day of the month and the first day of the year.   
It is an appropriate Sunday - fresh from Christmas - to move into a new year with new possibilities to embrace the    
future our Lord and Savior has for us ... to be reminded why Jesus has us here ... and to do so remembering our   
baptism while also communing with our Lord around his Table. That's what will happen on Sunday, January 1.  
Don't miss doing this with your church family at 11:00am. Happy New Year.  Happy new life in Christ. 
 
In Christ, 
Malcolm McQueen  

 

               “From the Heart”  

Members of the Faith Bridge class set up a 

“store” for residents of CelesteCare in Horse-

shoe Bay over the holidays to select gifts for 

their families and friends, while Don and  

Christine Woods entertained with Carols. 

Pictured l-r: Lee Peterson, Gail Matthews, Lulu Glass, 

Billy Lapham, Beth Peterson, Geneva Dalton, Jimmie 

Homburg, and Carla Rowland 

Organist search:  

The church is advertising for a part-time 

organist to join our church staff. We hope 

to have someone as soon as 

possible, and we are grateful to 

Amy for filling in during the in-

terim. If you know of anyone who 

might be interested, please have 

them contact Garry or the church 

office.  



Books and Scones will meet on 

Tuesday, January 31st at 2:30 pm in the church li-

brary. Our book for discussion this month will be 

Successful Women of the Bible by Katara Washing-

ton Patton. The books are available in the church 

office for $8.00.Come 

ladies, join us, and start 

the new year  fellowship-

ing, learning and dis-

cussing Christian books. 

We hope you can be 

there. 

Dear Church Family, 

 Linda and I have been deeply 

touched by your terrific response to 

my medical emergency.  Thank you 

for your emails, texts, phone mes-

sages and the many prayers that 

contributed to my continued heal-

ing.        Bob Lambert 

Upcoming Event:  

Chili Supper 

January 18 

                 

    Attention all chili lovers!! 

 

 

Our annual chili supper will be on Wednesday, 

January 18 at 6 pm in the church fellowship 

hall. 

Entertainment back by  popular demand: 

The famous “Pistols and Rosebuds” singers 

will be performing. (Karen Jarrard, Patricia & 

Johnny White,  Michele & Garry Kesler) 

Please contact Joyce Smith to signup to bring 

a crockpot of your favorite chili. 

830-598-1941 or  stanjoy06@hotmail.com 

 

The WOW Committee (Women of the Word) celebrated another 

year of service to our Lord with a Christmas Luncheon.  Ann Eckel-

barger was honored with the gift of a Crystal Angel for her dedica-

tion to WOW for serving as the Recording Secretary for the past 14 

years.  Ann Higdon was presented with a beautiful Prayer Bowl in 

appreciation for two years of service as Chairperson of WOW.   

The afternoon was topped off with entertainment from the Highland 

Lakes Men’s Chorus. 

     WOW 

Ann Eckelbarger  

Pat McMurtrie and Ann Higdon 



                       THE “–” BETWEEN SUNDAYS by Garry Kesler 

Many times, after a major musical service people comment to me, “well I guess you can relax now”.  What should 

be thought about is “that every seven days there is another Sunday that we must have music ready”. This is the “—

” between Sundays.  Let me explain the dash each week. 

Our church choir works very hard to learn a lot of music throughout the year including two major Sunday services, 

Christmas and Palm Sunday. The worship team, Johnny, Malcolm and myself, have planning times where we try to 

plan four to six months ahead.  This is helpful for me try to pick music that will complement the sermon subject.  

After music is selected we try to get four or more rehearsals on this music before it is sung.  BUT if the sermon sub-

ject changes I sometimes try to throw in a new anthem to learn in a week, which the choir tolerates well! But what 

about the major programs? At any given time, we are learning six anthems, adding one each week as we have sung one. Each 

major program is an additional six to nine anthems! Now we are working on twelve to fifteen anthems each week? Yes, each 

week!  

You are right. The choir works very hard! The secret is, we work a little each week on one or two special program anthems until it 

is time to put it all together.  And when it is presented…. we begin the “dash” again.  The Church at Horseshoe Bay has a choir 

that is dedicated and one you can be proud of and enjoy listening to their musical messages. They enjoy singing for you and 

know you appreciate them. On behalf of the choir and myself, thank you. Now let the next – begin!   

 

                                                     REPORT FROM 2016 CHRISTMAS FOR OTHERS 
 

WOW, oh WOW!  The CHSB elves were out in full force this year!  Our Christmas for Others program is always a big success 

and again this year you all out-did yourselves in volunteering your time and effort to this project for the kiddos in need in our com-

munity.  Many of you could not volunteer but very lovingly gave cash contributions that went a long way to help us accomplish 

our goal.  Many thanks also to Baylor Scott and White employees who adopted families again this season.   

 

Lots of members showed up for the two big days of sorting, bagging gifts and Bibles and delivering the precious big black bags to 

Marble Falls Middle School in our now quite-famous caravan. The building set-up team was in full steam setting up the fellowship 

hall for the big days and cleaning it all back up again. 

 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay is a vital part of the mother program "Christmas for 

Kids" in Marble Falls.  We were able to provide toys and clothing to 319 boys and 

girls representing 122 families with 204 big black bags of gifts with a child’s Bible 

and an adult English and also Spanish Bible in each bag. God bless you all for your 

generous and loving spirit!  

Gail Matthews 

Hill Country Chamber Orchestra 



Highland Lakes Men Invited to Start the New Year 

With America’s “Minister of Encouragement” Dennis Swanberg 

 

 

Highland Lakes men may want to mark their calendars for an inspiring confer-
ence of Christian renewal on January 28 when noted national speaker Dennis Swan-
berg will address men age 12 and older on carrying out the command of our Lord Je-
sus Christ to evangelize. He was host of host of “The Dennis Swanberg Show” and 
“Swan’s Place” formerly national televised cable television shows that were viewed by 
over one million households.  

The Men of Faith will sponsor the conference at the church. The sessions are 
scheduled so that students and men with jobs can participate on Saturday at 9 a.m. 

Swanberg first discovered the persuasive powers of his humorous talents while back in high school.  Then while 
at Baylor University his busy schedule of speaking engagements earned him the title, “the many voices of Baylor”.  At 
that time he was serving as a minister of youth at a local church.  Later he served in various pastorates over the years 
including Rogers and Saginaw, Texas, Hot Springs, Arkansas and West Monroe, Louisiana when he decided to step 
down from church senior pastor to stepping  up to the microphone.  He was encouraged by Dr. James Dobson and calls 
began pouring in from everywhere for more appearances and speaking engagements.  His routines regularly include  
hilarious impersonations about his own family life, both as a child growing up in Texas and as a husband, and parent 
today to his wife Lauree, two young adult sons, Dusty and Chad.   

This year Swanberg will appear in over 150 churches, conferences, businesses and concert events while his 
popular TBN and FamNet television shows continue to be aired weekly.  He has also authored seven books and an   
additional book on men’s ministry.  As always, he’ll be bringing a note of encouragement, a pocket full of hilarious stories 
and a great big bag of joy and laughter.   

The men’s conference will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 28.  It will consist of two one-hour sessions 
lead by Dr. Swanberg.  There will be coffee and donuts available at the break between the two sessions.  The confer-
ence will end at 11:30 a.m.  Tickets for the Men’s Conference cost $10.00 and will be on sale before and after the early 
and late church services on Sunday, January 8, 15 and 22.  Tickets will be available from DeDe (830-598-8390) at the 
church office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday until January 27.   

What About an Evening Performance?  And What About the Ladies? 

Good questions.  Singles (men and women), couples and the public are invited to the evening event.  The evening     
performance on January 28th will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the church Sanctuary.  There will be a coffee, juice and cookie   
reception with Dr. Swanberg after the performance in the Fellowship Hall.  No tickets are required for this program. Dr. 
Swanberg says, “Mixing and mingling before the show or grabbing a coffee afterwards is just as important as the hour I 
spend up on stage.” 

If laughter is truly the best medicine, then Dennis Swanberg, America’s “Minister of Encouragement” is just what the  
doctor ordered. With his down-home charm and heaping 
helping of hospitality, this Austin, Texas born pastor-
turned-comedian has won the hearts of audiences 
across the country.  

 

 
More information about Dr. Swanberg  
and his ministry are available at   

 www.dennisswanberg.com/  

downloads/dennisswanbergbio.pdf.  
Go to: 
 https://www.amazon.com/Dennis- Swanberg/e/         
 B001JRXTYW  for info on books, blog and more. 

https://www.amazon.com/Dennis-Swanberg/e/B001JRXTYW
https://www.amazon.com/Dennis-Swanberg/e/B001JRXTYW


BIBLE ALIVE 

The Series on Peter 

“Peter the Man”  

 

Jan. 8:  I Peter 1- “A Living Hope         

             and a Sure Salvation” 

             Led by Art Hawkinson 

Jan. 22: I Peter 2- “Growing in   

             Christ” 

             Led by Larry Sherwood 

Jan. 29: I Peter 3- “Godly Living” 

             Led by David Sweigart 

FAITH BRIDGE 

Authentic by James MacDonald 

Jan. 8: Session 1- “Seven Habits of         

            Highly Hypocritical People” 

            Led by Joe Dan Rowland 

Jan. 22: Session 2- “The Discipline   

              of Personal Bible Study” 

              Led by Ann Higdon 

Jan. 29: Session 3- “The Discipline   

             of Personal Prayer” 

             Led by Reagan Lambert 

SEEKERS CLASS 

Reading Biblical Literature:  

Genesis to Revelation  

Jan. 8: “Psalms: The Bible’s Songbook” 

              Led by Jim Jorden 

Jan. 22: “Biblical Wisdom Literature” 

              Led by Linda Wilson 

Jan. 29: “Elijah, the Troubler of Israel” 

              Led by Russell York 

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 

Feasts of the Bible 

Jan.8: “Feasts of Trumpets, Getting      

Ready for the Gathering”-  Discussion 

           Led by Shirley Dano 

Jan.22: “Day of Atonement, Entering    

               the Presence of God”-DVD 

               Led by Gail Davalos 

Jan. 29: “Day of Atonement, Entering  

     the Presence of God”- 

Discussion, Led by Gail Davalos 

Adult Christian  

Education 

No Christian Education Classes on January 1 or 15 

Ken & Marilyn Lindgren 1/2  John & Carole Minyard 1/20 

Bill & Pam Carrothers 1/3  James & Deby Mason 1/21 

Steven & Harriett Smith 1/5  Rudy & Gail Davalos 1/22 

Scooter & Kristi Lofton 1/9  Carl & Estela Selby 1/24 

Bob & Sharon Thomas 1/10  Tom & Claire Edwards 1/25 

Bill & Joan Shehan 1/12  Curtis & Eileen Drake 1/27 

Woody & Donna McCasland 1/16  Wayne & Dottie Anderson 1/30 

Don & Anita Cruver 1/19  Hank & Ellen Mitchell 1/31 

Bob Thomas 1/3  DeDe Hodge 1/11  Lynn Owen 1/16  Anne Crabtree 1/23 

Don Wood 1/3  Etta Frantz 1/11  Chuck Strasburg 1/16  Doug Ivey 1/24 

Joyce Smith 1/3  Linda Neeley 1/11  Alicia Sommer 1/16  Ken Greer 1/24 

Franzella Jones 1/4  Melanie Hilton 1/11  Claire Ploeger 1/17  Jerry Dunn 1/26 

Shirley Hampton 1/4  Kenneth Brunke 1/12  Jane Thornton 1/18  Ted Johns 1/27 

Ekkehard Dittmar 1/5  Ron Christesson 1/12  Susan Byrd 1/19  Larry Glass 1/27 

Peggy Mauch 1/5  Carol Hawkinson 1/13  Robert Hendon, III 1/20  Peggy Jordan 1/28 

Frank Mansheim 1/6  Diane Younker 1/13  Monica Woods 1/21  Wayne Anderson 1/28 

Leland Peterson 1/6  Suzanne Owens 1/13  Billy Lapham 1/21  Bob Sewell 1/28 

Russell York 1/6  Bill Carrothers 1/14  Brenda Gray 1/21  Rosie Redden 1/29 

Art Adams 1/6  Dean Comann 1/14  Bill Worley 1/21  Tom Stromgren 1/30 

Kent Graham 1/7  Bill Edwards 1/14  Jean Johnson 1/21  Jerry Johnson 1/30 

Joe DeAtkine 1/8  Jan Simpson 1/14  John Borota 1/23  Tommy Wendel 1/30 

Jane Braddock 1/9  Gary Gum 1/14  Ann Seckler 1/23  Sue Poole 1/31 

Jerry Osborne 1/9  Jim Buckingham 1/15  Bob Luvisi 1/23    

T. Jones 1/10  Dan Edmonds 1/15       

Cynthia Russell 1/10  Mary Agnes Rudd 1/15       

Linda Rene' Rudd 1/10  Fran Elliott 1/15       

        NEW BEGINNINGS CLASS 

        Making Sense of the Bible 



2016 Board of Trustees 

 
        Fred Klingensmith 

                Chairperson 

             Elsie Thurman  

             Vice-Chairperson 

               Kent Graham 

                  Treasurer 

              Lee Peterson 

              Asst.Treasurer 

           Don Eckelbarger  

            Corp. Secretary 

 

Claudia Bird, Ronda Rodman, 

Billy Williams, Bill Stevenson, 

     Pat McMurtrie, Kay Tyler, 

          Norman Homburg,  

             Ken Lindgren, 

           Bobbie Walker, 

             Linda Wilson 

                                                     

Weekly Recurring Church Calendar 

Sunday:  Worship   8:30 am & 11:00 am 
 

Monday:  
Prayer Ministry Group  9 am 
Yoga   11 am 
Handbell Choir     1 pm 
Bluebonnet Chorale      12:30 & 2:00 pm 
Highland Lakes Men’s Chorus  3:30 pm 
 

Tuesday: 
Yoga     11 am 
Al-Anon  12 pm  
Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday: 
Sonrise Singers  10 am 
Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm 
Chancel Choir  3 pm 
 

Thursday: 
Staff Meeting  10 am 
Forum  1 pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30 pm 
 

Friday: 
Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm 

Church Staff 

 

Johnny P. White              

 Senior Pastor 

Malcolm McQueen    

Pastor 

Garry Kesler                     

Minister of Music 

Kena Richert                     

Bus. Administrator 

Amy Childress 

Pianist 

DeDe Hodge               

Office Manager 

Shell Reynolds 

Maintenance 

Michael Pittard 

Custodian 

       Sue Martini 

           Nursery 
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      The Church at Horseshoe Bay             
WWW.CHURCH-HSB.ORG 

830-598-8390, FAX 830-598-4822 

          Office closed: 

Monday, January 2 and 16 

           Office Hours: 

        Monday– Friday 

          8:30 –4:30pm 

Like us on 

Facebook 

To access the mem-
bership directory or 

to set-up  

“online giving” scan 
this QR code using 

your phone. 


