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Musings
Presently, one of my Presbyterian ecclesiastical commitments includes
membership on what is called the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
This committee helps seminary students through the formal two-year ordination process. Near the end of that process, every student is to write a
statement of faith covering her/his belief in God, Jesus Christ, the Holy
Spirit, the Church and the sacraments. Our job as a committee is to critique
the student’s statement in order to help sharpen and clarify his/her beliefs
and thinking. I’m usually most interested in how a student understands the
purpose of Jesus and his crucifixion. Not because I’m morbid about death,
but because the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus are at the absolute
core for any Christian. Theologian N.T. Wright – in his book The Day the
Revolution Began – Reconsidering the Meaning of Jesus’s Crucifixion
writes: “As Jesus’s followers looked back on that day in the light of what
had happened soon afterward, they came up with the shocking, scandalous, nonsensical claim that his death launched a revolution … That by six
o’clock on that dark Friday evening the world was a different place.”
Years ago when I was in college and a new Christian, another student
asked me why I believe in Christ. I had an answer but it was – frankly – a
shallow one and adequate for that inquirer. I’ve never forgotten that
moment and it caused me to dig deeper about my faith. The New Testament gives us several perspectives on Jesus’ death to help us think
through our core beliefs. One reason I think Lent is important is because it
offers a focused time to re-examine, sharpen and clarify what we really
believe and why. During Lent, might you consider (to borrow a book title
from another author) “meeting Jesus for the first time” as you think again
about Jesus in your life?
Blessings,
Pastor Malcolm

Get it on your calendar: Ash
Wednesday is February 26.
Ash Wednesday begins the
church season of Lent – forty
days before Easter. We will
have brief services in the sanctuary throughout the day. Also,
Lenten devotional booklets
(written by O.S. Hawkins) will
be available. Stay tuned for
details.

OFFICE
CLOSED
A reminder: the church office will
be closed on Monday, February
17 in honor of President’s Day.

BOOKS & SCONES
Books & Scones will meet
on

Tuesday, February 25
at 2:30 pm

in the church library.
Our book for review is
Walking With Henry by
Rachel Anne Ridge. Books
are available in the library
office.

SOMETHING DIFFEERENT:
The Bay Bee is a quilting bee that will be
meeting at the church in classroom #4 the last
Wednesday of the month from 1:30 pm until
4:30 pm.
If you have any questions or are interested in
joining, contact Vicki Adcock at 214-926-9861.
The next “bee” is Wednesday, February 26,
2020.

All Women Invited!
CANTATA
If you are a singer and have had
any thoughts of joining the choir
NOW is the time! The choir will
begin rehearsing the music for
the cantata presented on Palm
Sunday this week. If you want
to try the choir by just singing in
the cantata, that is OK. Some
don’t have the time to commit
long term, but do have some
extra time they could give for a
shorter period. Choir rehearsal
begins on Wednesdays, 3:00pm
with working on the anthems for
upcoming Sundays. At 4:00pm
we will begin working on the
cantata music. If this would fit
your schedule, then come and
try us. You might like what it
does for YOU!
Garry Kesler, Minister of Music
garry@church-hsb.org

Let’s open our hearts and fill our Sunshine House…

Nursery and Easter Sunday
School Volunteers Needed!
If you are available during one of
the three Easter services to help
in the Nursery or with the
planned “Centers” with activities
for children, please contact
Brenda Womack
bwomack38@gmail.com

The Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center serves as a
safe haven for children in our area. It currently provides
trauma-informed care to children and families across a six
county service area including: Blanco, Burnet, Lampasas,
Llano, Mason, and San Saba. The center is one of the first
stops the CPS worker and police make after the child has
been removed from an abusive situation. HCCA provides services such as crisis intervention, case coordination,
forensic interviews, medical exams, case management and
counseling.
Let’s fill our Sunshine House in the narthex of the church
with small and regular size water, individually wrapped
snacks like goldfish, animal crackers and fruit snacks. They
can also use a few NEW children's games and puzzles as
well as books for teens and children. They have requested
no stuffed animals this year.
This project is sponsored by WOW, and our Sunshine
House will be in the narthex for you to place your items in
during month of February. Just look for the wagon!

Highland Lakes Pregnancy Resource Center
The mission of the Pregnancy Resource Center is to “stand in the gap” for the unborn. Our desire is to reach those
impacted by pregnancy decisions with God’s definition of what an abundant life looks like. We demonstrate the unconditional love of Christ to all who walk through our doors, striving to meet their spiritual, physical and emotional
needs. Our volunteers are trained to meet each client’s individual needs and minister to their circumstances.
[Recently, a young pregnant woman and her aunt, with whom she lived, had an appointment at the Pregnancy Resource Center. While the younger woman wanted to keep her baby, her aunt was insisting on an abortion. At the
Center, both women met with counselors. By the end of the appointment, the young woman was more determined
to keep her baby, and the aunt had changed her mind and was now supportive of this decision.] This paragraph
could be omitted.
As a ministry to those facing unexpected pregnancies, the moms and dads we see have a difficult choice to make.
This is where we come in. Some have no idea of what a strong and faithful parent means in the life of a child, because they never knew one. Our mission is not only to “speak for the unborn” but to help educate the moms and
dads in their new roles as parents through the opportunities we provide at the Center.
You support this mission, and we thank you. As we grow, a lot of future moms and dads – though they may never
know you – will thank you as well.
God Bless You,
The Board of the Highland Lakes Pregnancy Center
Jackie Thatcher, Vice President
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Greetings folks,
The Casual Service is now a regular part of Sunday mornings at our
church, and this means an extra opportunity to use your gifts to serve
the Lord by blessing others.
If you are an experienced vocalist or instrumentalist, or if you have skills
in sound or media, please get in touch. There is room for you!
This will not conflict with any commitment you currently have to either of
the traditional services.
If you're interested, please email John Griffing at JohnGriffing@churchhsb.org.
In Christ,
John Griffing, Worship Leader

Christian Education Schedule
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Anniversaries

New Education Class at 8:30 am every Sunday in Rooms 1&2. Come try it out!
Study: Teachable Moments by Johnny White
Seekers Class—Rooms 1&2 at 9:30 am
Biblical Wisdom Literature
2/9 Sirach– A Traditional Approach Wisdom
2/16 Sirach on the Cultivation of Virtue
2/23 Sirach’s Wisdom Poetry

Bible Alive Class– Admin building at 9:30 am
2/9 Genesis 13-14.6 “The Return to Israel, Separation
from Lot and the Battle with Kings”
2/16 Genesis 14.7-15 “Melchizedek, God’s promise to Abram”
2/23 Genesis 16-17 “Sarai, Hagar and Ishmael, the Child of
the Flesh;Another Covenant and New Names”

Faith Bridge– Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am & 11:00 am
Grace by Max Lucado
2/9 Sessions 5&6
“Coming Clean within Grace that Abounds”,
“Chosen to a Guaranteed Place in the Family”
2/16 Session 7, “Sustaining and Sufficient Grace”

Women’s Bible Study– Room 4 at 9:30 am
Teachable Moments by Johnny White
2/9 “Our Father”
2/16 “Hallowed Name”
2/23 “Thy Kingdom Come”
New Beginnings Class– Room 3 at 9:30 am
Teachable Moments by Johnny White

Board of Trustees Meetings
January Highlights from Ann Higdon, Board of Trustee Chairperson
The Board of Trustees met twice in January and here are a few of the highlights from their meetings.
Review of Benevolence Allocation Process
Benevolence Committee will review all agencies/allocations.
Monies will be allocated as they are received.
Finance Committee will meet quarterly regarding how annual operating contributions and subsequent benevolence allocations are impacting each respective fund balance.
Comments regarding meeting our Benevolence goal
If every family unit would donate an additional $10/month, that would be $50,000 of additional
income needed.
A case for giving would encourage each church member to contribute ½ of 1% of their gross
income to help achieve our benevolence goals.
Committee Assignments and officers: (see the following page)
Beginning a New Decade of Growth with focus on:
Prayer
Financial Report and Attendance as of January 31, 2020
Worship
Benevolence
Average 8:30 Attendance
89
Stewardship
Average 11:00 Attendance
233
Opportunities to Serve
Average Sunday School Total Attendance
134
Communication

CHILI &

Last YTD
Actual
Operating Contributions
Miscellaneous Income
Operating Expenses
Benevolence Allocation
Net Excess/(Shortfall)

$
$
$
$
$

70,425
1,212
(75,469)
(35,406)
(39,239)

Benevolence Fund Expenses $

(35,406)

YTD
Budget
$
$
$
$
$

73,946
1,273
(66,278)
(24,156)
(15,216)

YTD
Actual
$
$
$
$
$

72,429
1,230
(66,278)
7,381

$

(74,156)

Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

Back by Popular Demand!!!!
The “Chili/Soup” Supper has been combined into
one big event and will be held on Wednesday,
February 12, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Please bring your chili or soup in a crockpot (along
with a serving ladle) and we will have a table ready for
you. To sign up for this special evening, please contact
Marsha Cathey marshamellow63@aol.com or 830-5988608. She will need the following information: Name,
email address and phone number. Name of chili/soup,
spicy or not/beans or not.

FORUM has started!
New to Forum? Wondering what it is? Forum is
what the name implies: a place to discuss areas
of current interest and think “Christianly” about
them. All are welcome to join the conversation.
Expect engaging thought and a variety of perspectives.
When: Thursdays from 1:00pm – 2:00pm
February 6 through March 26.
Where: In the library located in the Christian
Education building. See you there!

Board of Trustees 2020

Ann Higdon (Larry)

Eddie Greer

Chair
Congregational Support

Vice Chairperson
Personnel

Frances Highsmith (Jerry
Stubbs)

Andy Burk (Lee Ann)
Security

Congregational Fellowship

Bob Thomas (Sharon)

Ken Burgess (Cathy)

Treasurer

Asst. Treasurer

Lee Peterson (Beth)
Publicity

Ken Lindgren (Marilyn)
Benevolence

Scooter Lofton (Kristi)
Outreach

Wendy Christesson (Ron)
Corporate Secretary
Christian Education

Sally Stromgren (Tom)

Norman Homburg (Jimmie)

Worship: Altar flowers, Communion,
Sanctuary Services

Grounds

Kyle Womack (Brenda)
Music

Kent Graham(Beverly)
Long Range Planning

John Upchurch
(Carolyn)
Worship: Ushers,
Greeters, Offering,
Easter

Bobbie Walker
Outreach

Ronda Rodman
(Dale)

Bob Baker (Linda)

Membership

Buildings

Joe Dan Rowland (Carla)
Small Group Ministry

Memorial Care Ministry

Contact Diana Gum (210-887-6241)
if you are interested in volunteering or
learning about this ministry

“Building Relationships and Leaving a Legacy”
By Don Eckelbarger

One January 25th, nearly 65 men from the surrounding Highland Lakes area attended a conference
sponsored by The Church at Horseshoe Bay’s Men of Faith Steering Committee featuring, Dr. O. S. Hawkins
who addressed men on two important subjects: “Building Positive Relationships and Money Talks…but what is it
really saying?” Dr. Hawkins is a well-known former pastor of the Dallas First Baptist Church and currently
President and Chief Executive Officer, GuideStone Financial Resources, Dallas Texas.
After MOF President, Kyle Womack welcomed the audience and introduced Pastor Hawkins, the
conference began at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall at the Church at Horseshoe Bay. Dr. Hawkins began his
presentation on the subject of building positive relationships by proclaiming that, “All of life is about
relationships.” He went on to outline the three main types. The first he called outreach. This one relates to
family, friends, neighbors and other persons known at home, work and church. Next mentioned was the relationship with ourselves. Are we satisfied with our accomplishments, our looks, our life such as it is? Finally,
there is the relationship that one has with God through Jesus Christ. After these definitions, he used Apostle
Paul’s letter to Philemon to demonstrate the attributes of a healthy relationship. Paul was in jail in Rome and
personally wrote a request that Philemon welcome his former slave, Onesimus, back to his family as a beloved
brother. It is a perfect case study of a good and strong relationship.
After a short break, Dr. Hawkins launched into the second subject for the morning which was about living
a life and leaving a legacy. He said a legacy has to do with you and your possessions. He pointed out that the
Law of Supply and Demand states that when demand exceeds Supply prices go up. And when Supply exceeds
Demand prices go down. But, when Christ is factored into the equation of life supply always exceeds demand.
To demonstrate this effect, Dr. Hawkins used John 6:1-9 where Jesus spoke to 5000 men and their families and
the disciples wondered how this crowd, gathered on a remote hillside, could be fed. Then Andrew told Jesus
that a lad had brought 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. In John 6:10-15 Jesus then blessed the food and handed it
out to the crowd. They got as much as they wanted. After the meal the disciples collected 12 baskets full of
food. With Christ factored into the equation, supply exceeded demand. He said your legacy should be a God
-honoring gift which is precious to you, pleasant to others, perplexing to some, and pleasing to Christ.
Following the two presentations, the MOF offered a simple but delicious lunch of chili covered hot dogs
(chilidogs), potato chips, iced tea, coffee and ice cream for dessert.
All in all it was a special morning for the men. They learned about how to build great relationships and
how to plan and execute a meaningful legacy. Dr. Hawkins was very impressive and his messages were meaningful and useful. He was much appreciated by the audience.
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The Church at Horseshoe Bay

The Church at Horseshoe Bay
Traditional Sunday Services 8:15 & 11am
Did you know we have 2 Church Apps?
You can find membership contact information, watch
weekly sermons, participate in online and one-time giving, as well as check the church calendar for special
events. Please feel free to stop by or call the church
office for assistance! (830-598-8390) The instructions
are found on the website link below. We would love to
help get you “connected”!
Ministry One
App

830-598-8390
Casual Service 9:30am
Church Staff
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Shelby Next App

Visit our website at:
www.church-hsb.org
Sermons available on the Church website

