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Preaching through the book of Exodus has been both a joy and a challenge. The 
joy comes from Godôs work among his people: deliverance from Egyptian oppres-
sion; making a ñway outò (ñex-odusò) and a ñway in,ò into the wilderness; Godôs 
provision of food and water; and his guidance by manes of a pillar of cloud by 
day and fire by night. The challenge comes from missing Godôs blessing on lifeôs 
journey. Exodus shows me where I fall short of Godôs glory: the waywardness, 
sinfulness, quarrelling with God, complaining against God, and ingratitude as foul 
as the stench from spoiled manna and dead quail untouched.  
 The Exodus becomes important for two reasons: one, the miracle of 
Godôs deliverance of his people from Egypt toward the land pf promise; and, two, 
a foreshadowing of Christôs work on the cross where God provides ña way outò 
for his people. In Egypt a sacrificed lamb, blood over the doorposts, and Godôs 
ñPassoverò plan through Moses provided a plan. On the cross a sacrificial lamb, 
blood on the cross, and Godôs ñEasterò plan through Jesus provided the way out, 
that is, to take care of our sin. In Egypt, the promise of a new land carried the day 
under Moses. On the cross, the promise of a new life and a new land (heaven) 
carried the day under Christ. 
 In Deuteronomy 15:15 God commands, ñRemember that you were a 
slave in Egypt and that the Lord redeemed you.ò Even as I read the word 
ñremember,ò I can only think of how much I forget. Your brain weighs about 3 İ 
pounds and fits nicely, if you held it, in the palm of your hand. Your brain makes 
up 2 % of your bodyôs mass weight, but uses 20 % of your bodyôs energy. One of 
the great mysteries of life is this: why do I remember some things like they     
happened yesterday, yet forget the simplest of things like where I parked my car 
in the parking lot at the HEB grocery store? Remember? Do you ever forget? Do 
you ever fail to remember?  
 Remember the Lord delivered you, from Egypt, from sin, maybe even 
from our wayward selves. Remember he redeemed you. Each Sunday when we 
gather to worship, we do so as the body of Christ. We sing hymns, lift voices of 
praise, pray, hear Godôs Word, and share fellowship together in Christ to remem-
ber all that God in his love and grace has done for us. No doubt, his love and 
grace are two things we should never forget.  
 
Remember Godôs love and grace, 
JOHN 
John D. Duncan, Co-Pastor of The Church at Horseshoe Bay 

    Sanctuary Refresh  
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Books and 

Scones  

Books and Scones will 
meet on  Tuesday,    
February 26th at 2:30 
pm in the church library.  

Our book for discussion 
is �)�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���6�H�O�I���)�R�U��
�J�H�W�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V by Timothy   
Keller. Books are availa-
ble in the church library 
for $5.00. We hope you 

can join us. 

SOMETHING NEW:  

 

The Bay Bee is a quilting 
bee that will be meeting 
at the church in class-
room #4 the last Wednes-
day of the month from 
1:30 pm until 4:30 pm.    
If you have any questions 
or are   interested in join-
ing, contact Vicki Adcock 
at 214-926-9861. The 
next ñbeeò is Wednes-
day, February 27, 2019. 

Remember the Remembrance Garden! 

 

With spring just around the corner, work has begun in full to      

prepare the Remembrance Garden for a year of special event    

experiences.  The garden committee (Jean Anderson, Donna   

Canter, Cynthia Clinesmith, Eileen Hurd, Karen Jarrard, and Kay 

Tyler ï with Board liaison Norm Homburg) met last month to scope 

out the plans for the coming year.  The first order of business was 

to thank Bill Trembly for the tremendous work he has done in the 

garden during the past years as chairperson. 

Certainly, care for the Memorial Markers and the Fruits of the Spirit stones are a priority.  

The markers give us a place to keep passed members in our hearts and minds.  The 

larger garden plan will fill beds with seasonal and perennial plants that will add color 

and dimension, making the garden a place of quiet reflection and peaceful retreat.    

Cynthia Clinesmith will welcome any interested church members in late February/early 

March to get plants in place so the April Easter celebration is a vibrant host to the     

Stations of the Cross and the Remembrance Memorial markers. 

One blessing comes with new member Vicki Adcockôs approved application for the    

garden to be a project site for the Master Gardeners and Naturalists.  Their efforts to     

expand the garden with pollinator plants and create a genuine Monarch Waystation will 

enrich the garden, allow for volunteer service, and honor the City of Horseshoe Bay 

pledge to support the migration of Monarch Butterflies.  Already, the volunteers have 

planted over 2 dozen pollinator attraction plants ï with full plans to double plantings in 

the coming weeks. 

To encourage use of this óoutdoor classroom/fellowship hallô, several experiences are 

being pursued.  Garry Kesler will organize a small concert or family event (perhaps a 

movie night).  Ronda Rodman will plan welcome tours for new members.  The           

educational/study programs can meet in small groups as the weather allows for prayer, 

bible study or guest speaker enjoymenté.and coffee fellowship or special sunset     

sermons may be offered.  The committee did add two more benches to existing seating 

around the garden and in pavilion to now support many activities. Still, added events 

may call for byoc(chair) at times, as well as water and trash facilities.  How fun to sit in 

comfy sports chairs under the stars as a congregation in fellowship! 

To attract others to our church and to use the blessing of the garden as a mission     

outreach, there will be the opportunity for the Master Naturalists to offer workshops for 

school groups or others interested in learning about the pollinator plants and monarch 

cycle.  Hikers using the Horseshoe Creek Hiking Trail can be guided to take a peaceful 

pause in the garden to reflect on the blessings enjoyed.  Other ideas for sharing the 

garden ï or engaging our members to take advantage of this lovely space will be       

welcomed.   A homegrown ómissionô to use our garden space to support our Hill Country 

neighbors will certainly reap its own rewards. 

Please consider participating in these events, offering your own óget your hands in the 

soilô time, or even making a financial donation to keep the garden efforts strong.  Be 

sure to designate on the check that the funds are ñfor the Remembrance Gardenò to 

help direct the deposit path.  These shared efforts and experiences will be added more 

layers in our deep walk with our faith together. 

 

Blessings Abound ï Garden Committee Chair/Cynthia Clinesmith 


