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CROSS WORDS
"When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem" (RSV & ESV).
"As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem (NIV).”
Luke 9:51
In this one verse, the gospel writer tells us about Jesus understanding of his life and mission. Jesus knew what would await
him in Jerusalem yet also knew why he must go there -- and going to Jerusalem meant he would take on the cross.
"Cross Words" is our 2018 Lenten theme and is a play on words: (1) discovering/learning what the intentions of the cross are;
(2) following Jesus in his fulfilling the intentions of the cross and; (3) allowing "cross words" in our lives - allowing the words of
the cross in our personal lives and in our church life.
An important way for this to happen involves giving a more focused time on some spiritual practices:
 Start the Lenten season by attending a brief, thirty minute Ash Wednesday service (February 14)
at our church. Service times are 10:00am, 2:00pm and 5:00pm in the sanctuary. Ashes will be available to put on your
forehead or hand;
 Attend worship each week as the sermons will build on the "Cross Words" theme; (from John’s gospel, chapters 13-17)
 Use the Lenten prayer devotional for the forty days of Lent. These devotionals will be made available at the start of Lent;
 Consider "giving up" something for Lent.
 Consider inviting a person or two or three and have a home Bible study during Lent to talk about the sermons on Sundays;
 Consider participating in an act of ministry during Lent. Something you haven't done before.
 Consider reading a book about understanding the different aspects of the purpose of the cross;
 Attend the Palm Sunday service which will include a choral cantata;
 Walk through the Stations of the Cross in the Remembrance Garden sometime during Holy Week;
 Attend a short Maundy Thursday service of prayer and reflection on March 28.
 Attend a special Good Friday service involving the seven last “cross words” of Christ.
 Attend Easter Sunday to praise God for the greatest act of God - the resurrection of Jesus;
 Make a personal invitation to a friend or neighbor to join you in any or all of the above.

THANK YOU!!!
The “State of the Church at Horseshoe Bay” is good because of God’s
work in/through our congregation and because of the faithfulness of our
members in the giving of time, talent and treasure. Thank you!

OFFICE CLOSED
An FYI … the church office will be closed on
Monday, February 19 for President’s Day.

Baccoon the Raccoon
Not long ago a raccoon made way into our garage. The little
critter made himself at home, using the bathroom in the
garage, nesting in a warm, comfortable corner to protect
himself from the cold outside, and, for all I know, found
scraps of food for nourishment. What does a raccoon eat,
anyway? I have never thought about it.
After assessing the situation, I decided that he seemed
happy, could possibly attack, might have rabies, and needed
to find a new home. So what did I do? I found a long stick,
stared the critter down, and…called Garry. He knows music,
surely he knows raccoons. Garry laughed and said, “I’ll be
there in fifteen minutes.”
While we waited for help to arrive, our two year old granddaughter Brooke kept looking into the garage, saying, “I
sorry Doc Doc that the BACCOON won’t get out of the garage.” BACCOON, raccoon, it does not matter. God made
raccoons for a natural habitat out of doors.
Garry and Michelle arrived, a light in tow, and with all the
tools necessary to encourage a raccoon to exit my garage.
Within minutes, Michelle took a stick, eased the raccoon
aside, and the raccoon raced out the garage. We laughed
about it. The raccoon found way to his natural-habitat-home
and Garry and Michelle returned to their home.
I cleaned up the mess, put the garage back in order, and
gave thanks. Occasionally, I check the garage for
raccoons, because I hear they like to come back. BACOON the
raccoon, PLEASE DO NOT COME BACK!
So here I am in the office writing this newsletter giving
thanks. Thank you for the privilege of serving as the copastor of The Church at Horseshoe Bay. I am thankful for
our church staff and volunteers. I am thankful for you, God’s
people, our people as we serve Christ together. Our church
in its ministry and mission does so much to spread the good
news of Christ, to help others, and to contribute to
benevolent causes. For this I am eternally thankful.
“In all things give thanks for this is God’s will in Christ Jesus
concerning you,” Paul pens to the church at Thessalonica (I
Thessalonians 5:18). He also encourages the saints to rejoice and pray without ceasing. How good it is to give thanks
and serve Christ together.
Check out this NEWSLETTER for all the exciting church
events and ministries this February, starting with the Italian
Night, Feb. 7 here at church.
Finally, give thanks, do not forget to rejoice, pray, pray, pray,
and, by all means, watch out for raccoons!
O give thanks to the Lord He is good!
So very thankful,
John D. Duncan
Co-pastor of the Church at Horseshoe Bay

Books and Scones
will be on Tuesday, February 27 at 2:30
pm in the library. The book we will be
reading and discussing is The Faith of
Condoleeza Rice by Leslie Montgomery.
Books are available in the Church library
for $5.

As in 2017, this spring The Church at Horseshoe Bay will
hold a Lenten study on Wednesday afternoons from
5:00 to 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will begin on
February 21st and finish on March 21st. There will be no
meal.
The material the study is based on is The Jesus Creed by
Scot McKnight. The author uses biblical characters such
as John the Baptist and Peter to explore themes important to every Christian. Come join in a reflection of loving
God and loving others in the weeks between Ash
Wednesday and Holy Week.
Pastors Malcolm and John will get us started but we need
interested volunteers to continue the sharing. If you
would like to facilitate or help with a session (lasting
approximately an hour), please contact Linda Wilson at
830-265-8289 or wilsonlinda1066@gmail.com.

Prayers
Former CHSB pastor John Long (19962004) died on January 27, 2018 after
an illness of flu and pneumonia. The
service of witness to the resurrection
was held at Westlake Hills
Presbyterian Church in Austin, TX. on
January 28, 2018. Please keep
spouse, Donna, in your prayers.

ASCRIBE PRAISE
If you’re familiar with the Myers-Briggs Personality
Type Indicator, I’m an ISFJ – the “I” standing for introvert. This means I usually am more comfortable in the
world of quiet, reading and reflection. I tend to ponder
things before speaking. More often than not I’m quiet in
a meeting or in conversation though I’m listening carefully. I tend to be reflective about my life. Which is why
the church liturgical season of Lent is not one of my
favorites. Advent/Christmas? I’m all there. I enjoy – like
Mary – “pondering” and reflecting on the meaning of
God’s breaking into history in the incarnation and how
that impacts me. Epiphany? I ponder what gifts, like the
Magi, I can bring to the Christ-Child. But Lent? Thinking
about how far short of the glory of God I really am; pondering the bondage that sin holds in me; struggling with
not doing what I should and doing what I should not;
reflecting on how the wages of sin is causing my death
… well … not what I’d prefer to ponder and reflect
about! I’m already quite aware of my many, many failings to God, to my bride, to my family, to others. I don’t
need the Ash Wednesday – Lent - Holy Week cycle to
remind me. Then again, I do because of the consequences of the alternative. All of us have directly experienced hurt, pain, alienation, fracture and injustice
because of hubris, pride, arrogance, haughtiness, selfrighteousness and abused power. All because there
has not been adequate pondering and reflecting. Truth
be told, all that is in me. And in you. That’s the reason I
need Lent. I still don’t like it. But I’ll never be authentic
as a person … or authentic before God … unless I enter Lent. Care to join me?
In Christ,
Malcolm McQueen

THE ADVANTAGES OF A TAX-FREE
TRANSFER FROM AN IRA TO CHARITY
Given the recent tax legislation, the benefits of making
direct donations from an IRA to a charity could be even
more advantageous to the donor. A donor who is over
70 ½ years old may still retain a significant benefit from
charitable contributions by making a qualified tax-free
transfer from an IRA. People older than 70½ can
transfer up to $100,000 per year from their traditional
IRAs to a charity, which can count toward their required
minimum distribution but is not taxable if they follow the
rules for a qualified charitable distribution (QCD). (This
doesn’t apply to a Roth IRA, which has tax-free
withdrawals and no required distributions.) The gift stays
out of your adjusted gross income only if you make a
direct transfer from your IRA to the charity. It doesn’t
count as a tax-free transfer if you withdraw the money
first and then make a donation to the charity. Ask your
IRA administrator what steps you need to take, because
the procedures can vary from firm to firm.

INQUIRING MINDS WHAT TO KNOW:
A LENTEN Q &A
Starting February 14, we begin the church liturgical season
known as Lent - a forty day period starting with Ash Wednesday (but not including Sundays) of repentance and renewal
preceding Easter in which followers of Jesus take time to understand the nature and meaning of Jesus' sacrificial death.
In the early church, Lent was a time for people to do public
penance and to prepare Christian converts for baptism at
Easter.
Q. Where did Lent get its name?
A. The word "Lent" is derived from Middle English word
"Lente" and originally meant "springtime" because this
church season always fell at that time of year.
Q. Why does Lent last forty days?
A. The early church observed Lent for only a few days but
in the seventh century, the church set forty days to
remind people of the duration of Jesus' temptation in the
wilderness.
Q. How did the tradition of "giving up something for
Lent" begin?
A. Lent began as a time of purification and preparation. In
the early church, baptism was only performed on Easter
Sunday. An entire year's worth of converts to faith would
be baptized and brought before the church on Easter.
Lent was the time before Easter in which these converts
would fast, pray and prepare themselves to be members
of Christ's church. Over time, the church began to baptize
people other than Easter Sunday. Lent was no longer a
time of preparation but remained a time of prayer and
fasting. Following the Reformation, the spiritual discipline
of fasting grew out of favor so church leaders encouraged
people to give up something they enjoyed during Lent as
a sign that it was not more important to them than God.
Q. How are Mardi Gras and Ash Wednesday related?
A. Mardi Gras (French for "Fat Tuesday") is the last day
before Lent and, traditionally, was a feast day to use up
butter, eggs and other perishables that would not last
forty days through Lent. The next day is Ash Wednesday.
Q. Where does the practice of marking the forehead
with ashes come from?
A. From the Bible. Especially in the Old Testament, many
scripture passages starting at Genesis 3 ("For dust you
are and to dust you shall return") and including many
prophets (Jeremiah 6: "O daughter of my people, dress in
sackcloth and roll around in ashes.") speak of putting
ashes on the head as a sign of sin, confession and
repentance.

Getting Spiritually Unstuck and Leaving a Spiritual Legacy
March 1 & 2
The Men of Faith of The Church at Horseshoe Bay will sponsor the conference, to be held at the church fellowship hall.
The sessions are scheduled for Thursday, March 1 (5- 8:30pm) and Friday, March 2 (8am to 12:30pm). A catered dinner
will be provided Thursday evening, and a light breakfast will be provided on Friday morning.
Dr. Thomas J. Pace is Senior Pastor of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas. Prior to his appointment to
St. Luke’s, Tom was the Senior Pastor of Christ United Methodist in Sugar Land, and the founding pastor at Bay Harbour
United Methodist Church on the South Shore of Clear Lake.
Tom has great heritage in the Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. His grandfather was D.
Lawrence Landrum, Sr., a well-respected District Superintendent and his uncle was Lawrence Landrum, Jr., the pastor of
Memorial Drive United Methodist Church for many years. He grew up in Southern Illinois, the son of two university
professors, and came to the Texas Conference upon finishing seminary in 1982.
Tom received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Southern Illinois University in 1978, a Master of Divinity degree from Perkins
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in 1982, and Doctor of Ministry from Drew University in Madison,
New Jersey in 2001. He has been married to Dee Wagner Pace for thirty-eight years, and they delight in their seven
grandchildren.
“All men in the Highland Lakes area are welcome,” Men of Faith Chairman Bob Rogers reminds
readers. “Come yourself and bring a friend on Thursday and Friday, Mar.1-2, to be inspired and
challenged,” he says.
Tickets cost $20.00 and will be on sale before and after the early and late church services on
Sunday, November 4, 11 18, and 25, 2018. Also, ticket sales will begin Feb. 5th and be available at
(830-598-8390) from the church office on weekdays from 8:30a.m. to 4:30 p.m. until March 1st.
Tickets can be obtained at the door Thursday afternoon before the event begins on March 1st.

Let’s Do Coffee by Frances Highsmith
Time really does fly! Here we are in 2018 and we are busy, busy, busy. Whoever
said retirement was boring, just hasn’t lived in Horseshoe Bay. It is such an active
community and so many of us get involved in volunteering for various groups. Just
at our church the number of volunteer opportunities is boundless. Did you know that
Coffee Fellowship has been ongoing since the early 1990’s? I joined the Church in
2005, and my first recollection (besides the good preaching, of course) was the Coffee Fellowship following each service where you gathered to welcome new members, enjoy visiting and having “goodies”. At that time, it was usually hosted by two couples and the goodies were
mostly homemade. That was my first volunteer opportunity and I participated frequently usually with another friend and
couple. It is a very good volunteer “opportunity” to start out with, because you can meet so many people at one time.
As time has gone on our congregation has increased, the fellowship has evolved from serving mostly homemade cookies and goodies to purchased cookies. We made that change to encourage members to participate. If the host(s) would
prefer to make goodies, of course, that is quite acceptable. Some couples host Coffee Fellowship to celebrate their anniversary’s or other “special” events in their lives by sharing the event with church members.
Tiffany Jowers, who is working in our church nursery, helps in the kitchen by getting the coffee ready for both Coffee
Fellowships each Sunday. She will help plate cookies, get juice/punch ready if needed, and helps with the clean up after the 12:00 pm coffee. The 9:30 am Fellowship has increased in size because of the increased participation in our
wonderful Christian Education Classes. Sally & Tom Stromgren, have been long-time volunteers hosting and finding
hosts for this service. The 12:00 Fellowship is needing more participation. Since this Fellowship follows our most
attended service, it is important to maintain this long-time tradition. In one of our recent member surveys, the answer to
the question “Do you want a Coffee Fellowship?” was a definite “yes”.
In this new year, I would like to encourage you to support whichever Coffee Fellowship follows the service you attend.
We especially encourage our “newer members” to get involved. There is a sign-up board in the Fellowship Hall, contact
the church office or Frances Highsmith (512.789.0661) for the 12:00 pm Fellowship or Sally Stromgren (830.598.1341)
for the 9:30 am Fellowship.
Welcoming new friends, visiting with old and having coffee and goodies … what a great tradition!

ITALIAN DINNER NIGHT
FEBRUARY 7, 2018
6:00 PM
CHURCH AT HORSESHOE BAY FELLOWSHIP HALL
February is the month for “romance”, and what better way to spend a romantic evening then
having an Italian Dinner sponsored by the Special Events Committee in the Fellowship Hall on
February 7th at 6:00 pm.
There will be lasagna, caesar salad, bread and dessert to enjoy.
There will be musical entertainment from Robert L. Schneider to highlight the evening.
Hope to see you there, and you don’t have to be a couple to attend!

A Day of Prayer and Football with Football Coach Dennis Franchione
Nearly 200 men from Horseshoe Bay and the surrounding Highland Lakes area attended a Fellowship Breakfast sponsored by The Church at Horseshoe Bay’s Men of Faith Steering Committee featuring well known and successful
football coach Dennis Franchione on January 9, 2018.
The event opened at 8:00 a.m. with a prayer followed by a continental breakfast of pancakes, sausage, breakfast tacos,
coffee and juice. Following the tasty breakfast, Bob Rogers, President, Men of Faith welcomed the guests, discussed
the mission of the MOF organization and introduced the guest speaker, Coach Fran.
The coach thanked the room full of men for attending the breakfast and said that he wanted to discuss how his Christian
beliefs have affected his life and then switch over to some general football stories.
Coach Fran began his story saying that he always wanted to either be a player of sports or a coach. Although he came
from a family of limited means, that was not a hindrance in his early development. His home did not have running water
until Coach Fran was 10 years old. After college he got a job coaching basketball one hour from home. During that
time his mother was diagnosed with cancer and she died in six months. This tragic event left Coach Fran, his sister and
his father all suffering badly. The pain was so heavy on his father that his dad committed suicide. This act hurt Coach
Fran deeply. He thought that suicide was a sin and his father would not be in Heaven with his mother. He said that his
faith was not strong enough at that time to allow him to fully cope with the loss of his dad. The coach was mad at God
for taking both his mother and father away from him, but he continued to believe in God and continued attending church.
He said he was a believer in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and all of his teams were affiliated with the FCA. He
recognized Reagan Lambert, an FCA executive in the audience.
Later, when he was coaching at TCU, the team pastor, Ken Horton saw that Coach Fran was still suffering at the loss of
his parents and he sat down and talked with him. Ken quoted from the book of Romans and told Coach Fran that suicide is not a sin and that his father could not be separated from God over that situation. That helped the coach to
strengthen his belief in the Lord.
About 20 years after Coach Fran lost his father, tragedy struck the family again when Coach Fran’s sister committed suicide. When he said this, the breakfast crowd fell suddenly totally quiet and Coach Fran took a couple moments before
continuing. Her sister’s pastor also told him that suicide is not a sin and that his sister was a strong Christian. Coach
Fran said that his renewed faith gave him trust, forgiveness and a stronger platform on which to handle his sister’s fate
better than when he lost his father. He said that God puts people in your life to help you and he gave his wife, Kim credit
for strengthening his faith in God.
Coach Fran then talked about football and shared some of his experiences with the audience. He had lots of humorous
stories about trying to find a good field goal kicker, and other challenges. He said that it is a wonderful experience to
put people from all over the world together and build a strong, united team that can compete on the football field. He
was Head Coach for 34 of his 40 years of coaching at Southwest Texas State, New Mexico, TCU, Alabama, Texas A &
M and Texas State.
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ISRAEL

Faith Bridge- Fellowship Hall
2/5 Bible Alive- Rm 3
Study
of
John
2/6
All In by Mark Batterson
2/7 2/4 John 17:1-26, “Jesus’ Prayer for Unity and Us”
2/4 “All In...Charge!”
2/11 John 18:1-40, “Betrayal and Trials”
2/10
2/11 “All Out. Rim Huggers”
2/18 John 19:1-42, “Crucifixion and Burial”
2/12
2/25 John 20:1-31, “Resurrection and First Appear- 2/18 “All in All. Burn the Ships”
2/14 ances”
2/14
This is the story of Mary of Bethany, Mary of
2/17 Women’s Bible Study- Rm.4
Nazareth and Mary Magdalene. Regarding this
2/21 New Study: Women of Easter by study, the author writes, "drawing from nearly
forty English translations, as well as twenty
2/22 Liz Curtis Higgs
commentaries and other trustworthy resources,
2/27 2/4 “Mary Went to Meet the Lord”
I did my best to create a biblically sound and
2/27 2/11 “I Still Choose the Better Part” emotionally moving journey with The Women of
Easter, as we follow the Lord from the cross to
2/28 2/18 “With Palms Before Thee”
the grave to the sky."
2/25 “O Most Afflicted!”

Attention all participants going on the
“In His Steps” trip to Israel from May
7-16 with Johnny White and Malcolm
McQueen: time to gather together
and talk more details! Meet in Rooms
1&2 in the Christian Education
building at the church on
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 at
4:30pm. Then, following the meeting,
stay for the “Italian Night” dinner in
the Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm.

Seekers Class- Rm 1&2

Jerusalem: Center of the World.

New Study- Jerusalem:
Center of the World
2/4 “Inverting the Pyramid”
Romans 15:1
2/11 “Jerusalem 1”
2/18 “Jerusalem 2”
2/25 “Jerusalem 3”

This documentary tells the story of the world's most
incredible city, capturing the rich mosaic of the city's
Christian, Jewish and Muslim communities. Covering
a history of over 4,000 years, the film explores the
founding of the city; the birth and convergence of the
world's three major monotheistic religions; and the key
events in Jerusalem's history as described in the
varied religious sacred books. Visit the Seekers class
to learn more!

Financial Report and Attendance as of January 30, 2018
Average 8:30 Attendance 95
Average 11:00 Attendance 219
Average Sunday School Total Attendance 132

Contributions
Miscellaneous Income
Operating Expenses
Building Fund Transfers
Benevolence Giving
Net Excess/(Shortfall)

$
$
$
$
$
$

YTD Actual
62,258
15
(60,223)
(35,425)
(33,375)

Last YTD Actual
$
75,937
$
1,382
$
(73,430)
$
(2,167)
$
(35,170)
$
(33,448)

Remaining Budget
$
1,077,742
$
15,985
$
(735,647)
$
$
(324,575)
$
33,505

Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

New Beginnings- Admin. Building
Unshakable! by Rick Warren
2/4 “When the heat is on”
2/11 “When God tests you with success”
2/18 “Are you learning from those who came before
you?”
2/25 “Will you stand strong for God publicly?”

Benevolence Agencies
Last summer, Young Life reached out to the local community for help. There were a record number of kids who wanted
(and needed!) the life-changing experience they receive at Young Life Summer Camp, but to make that happen additional funds were needed. Young Life camperships have always been a part of the benevolence giving at The Church at
Horseshoe Bay, providing scholarships to students from both Marble Falls High School and Burnet High School who
could not otherwise attend. With a vote by our Board of Trustees, our generous congregation jumped in to fill the gap.
And, the lives of young people were forever changed.
Here’s the story of Hannah, one of the students we supported:
Hannah has had a challenging high school experience. Over the years, succumbing to peer-pressure, she became involved with drugs and alcohol. During her sophomore year, building a strong relationship with YL leader
Courtney, Hannah started attending Young Life Club. This summer, with scholarship funds, she was able to
attend YL Camp Sharptop Cove in Jasper, GA., and fully experience the Gospel of Christ. On June 15 th Hannah
gave her life to Christ and her life was transformed. She has confidence; she has a deep hunger to know God’s
Word and has begun reaching out to her friends. Because of
Hannah’s experience at camp, she is having a STRONG impact at her school (Marble Falls High School). She has personally invited 21 NEW kids to YL Club this past semester,
and is busy inviting more for next semester. Because of her
love for Christ, He is using that love to reach more kids at the
school.
Along with her other fellow campers, Hannah is SPREADING THE
GOSPEL! How exciting for The Church at Horseshoe Bay to have
played a part.

Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center
serves as a safe haven for abused
children in our area.
It currently
provides a place and a process to care
for children and families across a six
county service area including: Blanco,
Burnet, Lampasas, Llano, Mason, and
San Saba. The center is one of the first
stops the CPS worker and police make
when there is a report that a child has
been hurt. During 2017, 673 children
received 3771 services such as crisis
intervention, case coordination, forensic
interviews, medical exams, case
management and counseling.
Let’s fill the house with needed items
such as bottled water; individually packaged snacks like goldfish,
animal crackers, and fruit snacks; Kleenex; as well as new stuffed
animals or blankets that children and families are provided with
when they are brought to the Center for services. It is also helpful
during interviews, for the children to have small (individual) sizes of
play dough, markers, drawing paper, and stress balls. Items can be
dropped off in the Narthex on Sundays or to the office during the
week.

Vet Rides is looking for drivers, men or
women. Would you be willing to help? Helping
once a week/ once or twice a month, each
driver is so appreciated and needed. Vet
Rides has served over 550 veterans with numerous rides each year since 2010, driving
them or their spouse to medical appointments.
They travel to VA locations, medical facilities,
and cancer clinics in Round Rock and Austin.
Drivers are needed to pick up, deliver to clinics and return them to their home. The day
begins with departure from Burnet after picking up a Vet Rides van and then picking up
the veteran at their residence.
If you are interested in helping this worthy project, please call Vet Rides director, Sophie
McCoy at 830-613-9982.
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Monday:
Prayer Ministry Group 9 am
Handbell Choir 1 pm
Bluebonnet Chorale 12:30 & 2:00 pm
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