
The Church 
at Horseshoe Bay 

Church Events 

November 27- Candle of Hope 

          “Sounds of the Season” 

                (with Handbells) 

December 4- Candle of Peace 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Communion 

Choirs- “Come to the Light” 

The Hill Country Chamber Orchestra 

6 p.m. 

December 11- Candle of Joy 

Choirs- “O Come to Set Us Free” 

December 18- Candle of Love 

Choir Cantata- “The Hands That First Held          

                          Mary’s Child” 

              (with Chamber Orchestra) 

December 24- Christ Candle 

5 p.m. “Chrismons on the Tree” 

A family Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

(emphasis on children and Chrismon tree) 

 

7 p.m. Traditional Communion/ Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service  

              “Lessons and Carols” 

December 25- Christ Candle 

11 a.m. (only) Traditional Christmas  

                       Morning Celebration 

Choir “Christmas Bells” with Instrumentation 

             “Down in the City of David” 

ASCRIBE PRAISE! 

 

The Advent-Christmas season is here! The first Sunday in Advent is 

November 27 (the Sunday after Thanksgiving) and extends through 

Christmas Eve. The Advent season is not Biblical - strictly speaking - as 

you will not find this "season" taught in scripture. Yet, the idea of Jesus' 

advent (the Latin word for "coming") is all throughout the Bible. Over time, 

the Church thought it good to give more spiritual focus, preparation and 

attention to Jesus' coming in the incarnation and what that means. The 

result is the season of Advent: four Sundays/weeks to prepare for 

Christmas. While Advent first began in the fourth century as a period of 

preparation for baptisms at Epiphany (January 6), it was in the sixth 

century that Advent was moved to the four weeks before Christmas Day. 

Now you know! 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay will be a special place to be on Christmas 

Eve. There will be two services of worship. The 5:00pm service is         

designed with children in mind. There will be a time with children, hearing 

the Christmas story  through Chrismon ornaments and singing carols in-

cluding candlelight singing. The children will go home with a gift bag - their 

own chrismon to place on their family Christmas tree  and a "candle" to 

remind them of the light which overcomes the darkness. The 7:00pm ser-

vice will tell the Christmas story through classic lessons and carols (the 

choir will sing some anthems) and  include the sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper and candlelight singing. You will receive a blessing in attending 

either service. 
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The holidays are approaching and as you are busy 

shopping for gifts, decorations, and more. Remember to 

shop at smile.amazon.com.  

The Church at Horseshoe Bay can increase its 

AmazonSmile donations.  

#StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2261932 for 

your holiday gifts and Amazon donates to The Church at 

Horseshoe Bay.  

Special Coffee Fellowship 
December 18 

In honor of Jennie Lynn Hodges 

Books and Scones  

will not meet in December. 

 

Our new year will begin in 
January with a meeting at our 
regular time of 2:30pm on 
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 
in the church library.  

 

The book for discussion in 
January is Successful 
Women of the Bible by Katara 
Patton and will be available in 
the church office for $8.00.  

Upcoming Event:  

Chili Supper 

January 18 

               Attention all chili lovers!! 

 

Our annual chili supper will be on Wednesday, 

January 18 at 6 pm in the church fellowship 

hall. 

Entertainment back by  popular demand: 

The famous “Pistols and Rosebuds” singers will be per-

forming. (Karen Jarrard, Patricia & 

Johnny White,  Michele & Garry Kesler) 

Please contact Joyce Smith to signup to 

bring a crockpot of your favorite chili. 

830-598-1941 or  

stanjoy06@hotmail.com 

 

 

Please stop by the fellowship hall during 

the coffee fellowship to enjoy some     

refreshments and wish Jennie Lynn best 

of luck and well wishes before her last 

Sunday service on the 

25th and her move to 

Amarillo. Hosted by the Board of Trus-

tees.  

There will be a basket for you to leave 

notes of well wishes.  

            Winter Menu Prepared by  

                Freezer Friends  
  

Thinking of someone in our congregation who could use a 
lift by receiving a homemade meal? 

Stop by the freezer in the kitchen and take out an entree, 
soup and other items made by members of our congrega-
tion just for this purpose!  Here is a sampling of what's 
ready in the freezer:  Chicken Lasagna, Veggie Fiesta En-
chiladas, Great Northern 
Bean Soup, Potato Soup, and 
more!  For something sweet 
we have vanilla ice cream 
and cookies. 

There is a notebook on the 
upper shelf by the freezer for 
you to record what you take. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=1SJXHP25UUQDB&R=2BY695BHRHJ5K&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F74-2261932&A=L4Q8ZO1SFVO0YT7WHXPJ3BVXY88A&H=ZQ3AHUNDPPKIVGFS4ILPHXTLUZ0A


Pastor’s Notes 
A Special Thank You 

  

The Special Events Committee would like to thank 
everyone who made our Veterans feel so special at 
our “Thankful for our Veterans” soup dinner on Veter-
ans Day.  The variety of soups were delicious, and 
the entertainment by the Wildflowers and Bluebonnet 
Chorale was patriotic.  The evening was made even 
more special by all the Veterans who provided pic-
tures for our “Veteran Wall”, thank you ladies and 
gentlemen.   

ATTENTION LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

Dr. Dennis Swanberg 

“America's Minister of  

Encouragement ” 

 

Is coming to The Church at Horseshoe Bay 

 

"The next event to be hosted by the Men of Faith will be a morning 
Men’s Conference on Saturday, January 28, 2017, followed by an 
evening church comedy night that same day.  Dennis Swanberg, 
qualified teacher, motivational speaker and TV Host will be the 
presenter at both events.  Ladies are included in the evening pro-
gram.   Dennis will preach both church services on Sunday, Janu-
ary 29th.  Tickets for the Men's Conference cost $10.00 and will 
be on sale before and after the early and late church services on 
Sunday, January 8, 15 and 22.  Also, tickets will be available from 
DeDe (830-598-8390) at the church office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. up to January 27.   

The Men's Conference will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, Janu-
ary 28.  It will consist of two one-hour sessions lead by Dr. Swan-
berg.  There will be coffee and donuts available at the break be-
tween the two sessions.  One of his goals is to reach others in 
Christian ministry to compliment the local church and all Christians 
in carrying out the command of our Lord Jesus Christ to evangel-
ize and equip the saints to do the work of ministry. 

The evening performance on January 28th will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary.  There will be a coffee, juice and cookies recep-
tion with Dr. Swanberg after the performance or about 7:00 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  No tickets are required for this program. Sin-
gles (men and women), couples and the public are invited to the 
evening event.  If laughter is truly the best medicine, then Dennis 
Swanberg, America’s “Minister of Encouragement” is just what the 
doctor ordered. With his down-home charm and heaping helping 
of hospitality, this Austin, Texas born pastor-turned-comedian has 
won the hearts of audiences across the country.  

 

      OUTREACH 
 

Please contact the church office at 
830-598-8390 if you have a new 
neighbor who is not a member of The Church at 
Horseshoe Bay. We would like to welcome every-
one in the area to our church and community. If 
you know of someone moving to Horseshoe Bay, 
please call the church office with a name and ad-
dress and we will welcome them to the community 
with a small gift. 

Let’s make them feel welcome! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Even though this coming Christmas Day and New Year's Day both fall 

on a Sunday, it is still the Lord's Day and we will have worship as al-

ways. But we will modify the worship schedule. Please make a note: 

there will be ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 11:00AM on Sunday, Decem-

ber 25 and Sunday, January 1, 2017.  The sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper will be observed on January 1 along with a remembering of our 

baptism as we begin a new year. 

Stan Smith and Philip Lee 

Jack Sargeant and  

P.T. Williams 

The Wildflower Dance Troupe performing 



Christmas for Others 
 

The holiday season is here and for The Church at Horseshoe Bay we all 
know that means “Christmas for Others”.  Christmas for Others is another 
outreach of our Benevolence giving and our entire congregation actively  
participates in this project.  If you have become a member of our church 
since last Christmas, you will soon discover that there is barely enough room 
to walk in our Fellowship Hall from Thanksgiving until right before Christmas 
because it is filled with tons of wrapped clothing and toys for kids.  We par-
ticipate in a local community event called “Christmas is for Kids”, whereby 
many churches, civic organizations, businesses and individuals donate new, wrapped toys for the children less fortunate 
in our area. 

Beginning November 20 through December 11 anyone and everyone may sign up in the Narthex to adopt a child or  
children for which to buy Christmas presents. Some of our members get friends together and shop for a whole family or 
two.  We give you all the particulars so you know just what to buy.  Each child is generally given three to five wrapped 
gifts with a mixture of toys and clothes.  We encourage our members to coordinate their giving within the same family. 

Last year we donated several lovely gifts each to 308 children.  Not only that, our Benevolence Committee (through your 
generous donations) supplied a grown-up Bible and a child’s Bible in each family’s bag. This Christmas we will have a 
list of 320 children. 

If you would like to volunteer as a worker in this project by working at the adoption table and/or sorting and bagging toys 
and/or delivering toys, please call Gail Matthews at 596-1199 or 613-8141.  I am sure that anyone who has worked on 
this project in the past will confirm that by participating in Christmas for Others, you will be the one who will be blessed!   

                                                         CHURCH SURVEY 
 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay is going to initiate a membership survey around December 19
th 

which will be conducted, 
in future, at intervals of probably every two years. We will be polling our congregation about a variety of things including 
their views about various church policies, thoughts about possible changes, inputs of new ideas, and satisfaction levels 
of how our church is managed. We will also be seeking demographic data such as the age of our congregation so that 
meaningful understandings can be made about where we stand currently and how the church might be changing. By 
repeating the survey over a period of years we should be able to see trend lines of our various programs to see where 
they might need to change, or not, and to measure how we as a congregation feel about each. The purpose of this is to 
seek views of our membership so as to better serve you and to help provide insight into the church we wish to be as well 
as educate about what is being done on your behalf. 

The survey will be conducted online and the respondent control will be your discreet email address. Please advise our 
church Office Manager, DeDe Hodge, if you have an address that might not be on file.  We are asking that each mem-
ber, rather than each household, respond to the survey so in households having only one email address, we will allow 
the survey compiler, Survey Monkey, to accept up to two responses per address. Our membership households are cur-
rently about 80% online and can therefore complete the survey online, which greatly reduces the administration of      
results. For those not online, we will make hard copy paper forms available to you. 

We will accept your completed surveys through December 30
th
 which will allow compilation, analysis and summarization 

to be finished to present to the membership at the annual meeting on January 15, 2017. Please make every effort send 
your survey in; the higher our participation rate, the more accurately we can represent your views. 

WOW Fall Event at Camp Buckner 



Jerry Clinesmith and his wife Cynthia discovered 
Horseshoe Bay in 1995.  During the 21 years of living in 
Horseshoe Bay they have traveled to many parts of the 
world and always come back saying “this is the best”. 
Jerry graduated from North Texas State University with a 
BBA marketing degree.  His first job after graduation was 
a Sales Representative with Xerox Corporation for several 
years.  He left Xerox in 1981 and joined Shared Medical 
Systems.  At Shared Medical Systems he worked in sev-
eral capacities including Regional Vice President.  After 
the acquisition of Shared Medical Systems by Siemens 
Corporation Jerry was the Vice President of Sales New 
Business.  Jerry retired in 2009. 

He currently serves on the board of Llano County Emer-
gency Services District.  Cynthia currently serves on the 
Horseshoe Bay City Council.  Cynthia and Jerry have 
three daughters, Vanessa, living in Austin, Cindy and 
Courtney living in the Dallas area.  They are also the 
proud grandparents of five granddaughters and one 
grandson. Jerry has been nominated for a three year 
term. 

Ken Lindgren was born in Hutto, Texas and his family moved 

to Austin in his second year of school. He graduated from Austin 
High School where he was active in sports and earned All-State 
Tournament honors in basketball. He attended Texas Lutheran 
University on a basketball scholarship and graduated with a BBA 
in Finance. He later attended and graduated from the South-
western Graduate School of Banking. Ken moved to Dallas in 
1965 and after working 40 plus years in Public Finance, he and 
Marilyn moved to HSB in 2006. Marilyn's career was also in the 
securities business, having owned her own  bond brokerage 
firm. He retired as a Managing Director of the Royal Bank of 
Canada. While in Dallas, Ken served on the Board of Trustees 
for the Lutheran High School of Dallas, Holy Cross Lutheran 
School Board of Education, the “500” Inc, and the Municipal  
Advisory Council of Texas and also served six years in the Air 
Force Reserve. Since moving to HSB, he has served two terms 
on the Church @ HSB Board of Trustees, the Steering Commit-
tee of the Men of Faith, and is currently Chairman of the        
Benevolence Committee. He has also served as a Commis-
sioner on the Llano Co. ESD # 1, the City Charter Committee, 
the Airport Committee, the HSB POA Board and for Llano ISD 
the Long Range Planning Committee and the Audit Committee. 
He currently is responsible for Head Ushers for the 8:30 service. 
Ken has been nominated for three year term.  

Frances Highsmith and husband Jim moved to 
Horseshoe Bay in 2005. Jim passed away in 2008. The 
journey to Horseshoe Bay began in San Angelo, Texas, 
where Frances graduated from High School and attended 
Angelo State College, now Angelo State University. She 
lived in Brownfield, Odessa, Midland, Dallas and Austin 
before coming to Horseshoe Bay.  Frances has two chil-
dren, three granddaughters and one grandson and three-
step children, five step-grandchildren and four step-great 
grandchildren. 

In her career, she worked in administrative positions in 
various industries.  She was the Director of Corporate 
Communications for Edisto Resources Corp. in Dallas for 
eight years, and was also co-owner of Corporate Perspec-
tive, Inc., a company that assisted small independent   
companies become publicly held. She enjoys playing ten-
nis and bridge, walking/hiking, volunteer work and keeping 
up with her grandchildren. 

She has been a member of The Church at Horseshoe Bay 
since 2005. She has served as Chairman of the Coffee 
Fellowship Committee, Special Events Committee, and 
Outside Greeter’s (11:00) Committee. She is a past mem-
ber of WOW and currently serves on the Benevolence 
Committee and various other church committees.  Frances 
is the Wedding Hostess for The Church at Horseshoe Bay 
and is a member of the Board of The Helping Center in 
Marble Falls. Frances has been nominated for a one year 
term to fill an existing position. 

                             Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 9:45 a.m. the Board of Trustees will host the  

                                                          Annual Congregational Meeting  
in the sanctuary.  Sunday School classes will not be held on this date so that all members will be 
able to attend. The purpose of the annual meeting is to cover the following: 

· To elect seven new candidates for the Board of Trustees. 

· To present the financial report for calendar year 2016 and the budget for 2017 which must be       
approved by the congregation. 

· To provide a state of the church update for the year 2016 to the congregation by the Board Chairperson. 

This is an excellent opportunity for our membership to increase  awareness of the health and well-being of The 
Church at Horseshoe Bay. All members of the congregation are urged to attend this important meeting.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend!       

Please see the nominees below: 

Ruth Newman and the love of her life, Warren, moved to 

Horseshoe Bay in March of 1994 from Carrollton. Ruth has      
experienced the best of both worlds. When her children were 
young, she was fortunate to be a stay at home Mom, later finish-
ing her degree in accounting and subsequently her CPA certifi-
cate in 1982. Ronnie Rudd is the first signature on that certifi-
cate. After a brief stint in the corporate world, she opened her 
own  accounting and tax practice and has continued to success-
fully pursue that love for over thirty years. As a resident of 
Horseshoe Bay and a member of the Church for twenty-odd 
years, she and Warren have benefitted greatly from this wonder-
ful community. It is Ruth’s belief that it is now time to give back 
to this loving family by serving on the Board of Trustees of The 
Church.  

Ruth is  nominated for a three year term. 



Billy & Jimmie Lapham 12/1  Jim & Jan Browning 12/21 

Marion & Sue Nichols 12/5  Jim & Lori Meyer 12/22 

Dick & Rebecca Nicholson 12/9  Doug & Cyrilla Ivey 12/22 

Carey & Monica Woods 12/9  Ron & Gloria Blanton 12/23 

Greg & Tommy Kepner 12/10  Ekkehard & Nancy Dittmar 12/24 

Dan & Patty Gillean 12/10  Gary & Diana Gum 12/25 

Susie & Dick Schumacher 12/12  Ken & Jan Greer 12/27 

Bruce & Sherry Anderson 12/14  Robert & Donna Klaeger 12/27 

Steve & Karen Stevens 12/15  A.W. & Leona Bishop 12/29 

Gene & Karon McAlpine 12/18  Bill & Ann Stevenson 12/29 

Peter & Olta Potts 12/19  Bart & Judy Stephens 12/29 

Joe & Sandi Becraft 12/20  Jack & Jayne Kendall 12/29 

Jess & Carolyn Claiborne 12/20  David & Camille Sweigart 12/31 

BIBLE ALIVE 

Study of Zechariah 

12/4 Zech. 14 – “The Lord Reigns” 

         Led By Larry Canter 

               New Study: Peter 

12/11 Peter: The Man 

         Led by Art Hawkinson 

12/18 Peter: The Transformed Man 

         Led by Art Hawkinson 

FAITH BRIDGE 

Because of Bethlehem 

by Max Lucado 

12/4  Session 1 “God Has a Face” 

         Led by Jane Boisvert 

12/11 Sesion 2 “Worship Works   

         Wonders” 

12/18 Session 4 & 5 

     “God Guides the Wise”,  

     “Every Heart a Manger” 

SEEKERS CLASS 

Reading Biblical Literature:  

Genesis to Revelation 

12/4   Saul, the Tragic King,  

          Led by Linda Wilson 

12/11 David and Nation Building, 

          Led by Russell York 

12/18 Solomon, a Study in Contradictions,     

          Led by Stan Smith 

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 

Feasts of the Bible 

12/4 “Pentecost, Birthday of the      

         Body of Messiah”- DVD 

         Led by Linda Klingensmith 

12/11 “Pentecost, Birthday of the     

    Body of the Messiah”- Discussion 

         Led by Linda Klingensmith 

12/18 “Feasts of Trumpets, Getting  

    Ready for the Gathering”- DVD 

         Led by Shirley Dano 

Lou Fox 12/1  Norm Long 12/8  Garry Kesler 12/17  P.T. Williams 12/28 

Carolyn Adams 12/1  Ray Bishop 12/8  Julie Mills 12/19  Robert Klaeger 12/28 

Ken Lindgren 12/1  Maryellen Richardson 12/8  Kyle Womack 12/20  Katie Long 12/28 

Dodie Lemley 12/1  Jackie Luvisi 12/9  Luise Cashin 12/21  Illene Harris 12/29 

Fred Thurman 12/1  Rita Adams 12/10  Sue Chapin 12/21  Margaret Mitchell 12/29 

Carolyn Claiborne 12/2  Mauveen Guffey 12/12  Marilyn Lindgren 12/21  Will Howard 12/29 

George Russell 12/3  Curtis Neeley 12/13  Darchelle Hanson 12/21  Joan Matera 12/29 

Sondra Fox 12/3  Wes Nelson 12/13  Diane Dietert 12/22  Zodie Livingston 12/29 

Becky Robinson 12/3  Ken Anderson 12/14  Jimmie Homburg 12/22  Larry Anderson 12/30 

Anita Cruver 12/5  Beth Dop 12/14  Diana Gum 12/22  Dale Rodman 12/30 

Ray Britton 12/6  Michele Kesler 12/14  Gary Howard 12/23  Patti Carr 12/30 

Martha Greer 12/7  Renate Broome 12/15  Bob Berg 12/27  Larry Buxton 12/31 

Barbara Berg 12/7  Judy Ellis 12/15  Gloria Blanton 12/27  Lois Anderson 12/31 

Mary Alice Dunn 12/7  Charles Hoffman 12/16  Kirk Smith 12/27  Sabra McNabb 12/31 

Gloria Sams 12/7  Kenneth Murphy 12/16  Joan Shehan 12/28  Al Jaksa, Jr. 12/31 

Edra Edwards 12/8          

Anniversaries 

  

Adult Christian  

Education 

No Christian Education Classes on December 25 



The Hill Country Chamber Orchestra 

Bob Thomas was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia.  After graduation from Georgia State University, with a degree in Actu-

arial Science, he was commissioned as an officer in the Coast Guard and stationed in Houston, where he met and married a 
Texas girl.  After discharge from the Coast Guard and earning an M. S. degree in Actuarial Science, from Northeastern Univer-
sity in Boston, he and Beverly settled in Texas.  Bob is a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries (FSA) and a Chartered Financial 
Analyst (CFA).  Most of his career was spent in Dallas, as a consulting actuary, where he was a principal with a national con-
sulting firm (Lewis & Ellis, Inc.) and an international consulting firm (Milliman, Inc.), in addition to four years as Chairman, Presi-
dent, and CEO of a life insurance company, which had been a long-term client.  In 2012, he moved to Marble Falls and joined 
The Church at Horseshoe Bay, with his wife Beverly, who died in 2013, after 42 years of marriage.  He reconnected with a lady, 
to whom he had been engaged 45 years earlier, at his fiftieth high school reunion, in 2014.  In January, 2015, he and Sharon 
(whose husband had died in 2009) were married by Reagan Lambert, in Atlanta, GA.  Sharon is happy to finally be a Texas.  
He has a son, who lives in Austin and a daughter, who lives in Denver.  Bob is a member of the steering committee for the Men 
of Faith and will assume the role of Secretary/Treasurer of that organization in 2017. Bob has been nominated for a three year 
term. 

Linda Wilson was born and raised in Andrews, Texas and Means Memorial Methodist Church. She holds three degrees: an 

Associate of Arts in history from Odessa College, a Bachelor of Arts in history and English from the University of Texas Permian 
Basin, and a Masters of Arts in history also from UTPB. Linda was active in St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Odessa, 
Texas from 1968 to 2005 where she served on Work Area committees on Worship, Education, and Council on Ministries, Ad-
ministrative Board, and Staff/Parish. She chaired Worship, Ed., and COM as well as serving as UMW president, twice. She has 
taught Christian Education classes on the pre-school and adult level, taught VBS, Mission, and Advent Studies. She has also 
served on District and Conference committees for the New Mexico Annual Conference and as a congregational delegate to the 
Annual Conference meeting. In Odessa, she served on the Board of Directors for Children’s House (a sliding scale day care 
center) as treasurer and on the Board of Directors for the Globe of the Great Southwest as secretary. Linda taught at Odessa 
High School for twenty years: English, U.S. History, World History, Gifted & Talented classes, Advanced Placement, duel credit, 
and International Baccalaureate classes, coached Academic Decathlon, and was Department Chair for Social Studies for ten 
years and lectured at UTPB for two semesters. Linda is married to Harold and they have two grown children: Jeff who lives in 
Portland, Oregon, and Heather married to John Hanna who lives in Atlanta, Georgia. The Wilsons moved to Horseshoe Bay in 
June of 2011. Here at this church, Linda is one of four teachers for the Seekers class, and participates in Pastors’ Forum and 
Pastors’ Book Study. Linda has been nominated for a two year term.  

Jim Hower is a native of suburban Cleveland, Ohio and a fourth generation member of the Parma-South Presbyterian 
Church in Parma Heights, Ohio.  As a very young boy he was intrigued by the health sciences and all things mechanical and 
electrical. The former interest eventually guided him to the dental profession, the latter interest resulted in his mastering rapid 
learning curves.  He attended undergraduate college at the College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio, a Presbyterian affiliated col-
lege, and dental school at Case-Western Reserve University in Cleveland.  After dental graduation, he served as a dental offi-
cer in the U.S. Air Force in the Panama Canal Zone where he met his wife of 40 years, Ellen, of New Castle, Pennsylvania, also 
serving in the Air Force as a Registered Nurse.  Even though native to the North, tropical life had reprogrammed their biological 
thermostats; and after Air Force life they moved in 1979 to Houston, Texas.  To aid in such a radical transition, Ellen worked in 
a private oncology medical practice and Jim taught at the University of Texas Dental Branch in Houston.  In 1980 they estab-
lished their dental practice; Jim as the dentist and Ellen as the manager, and with four employees practiced until 2009.  They 
worked in one location, lived in one house and helped found the local POA, Crime Watch Program, volunteer fire department 
and a new Lutheran Church; watching their little neighborhood grow into a city.  In 2009 they retired and moved to Horseshoe 
Bay.  Jim was fascinated with flying at about age 5; and learned to fly in 1975, continuing to today.  That explains their choice of 
residence on the Horseshoe Bay airport.  Ellen, being wiser, pursues MahJongg, piano and fitness. Jim is the current Marble 
Falls Kiwanis Club president, a member of the Men of Faith steering committee and a volunteer airplane mechanic at the Com-
memorative Air Force Museum, maintaining airplanes of WWII in flying condition.  He has been nominated for a three year term. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NOMINEES CONTINUED:  

The Hill Country Chamber Orchestra will perform a FREE concert here in our church Sunday, December 4 at 6:00 pm.  It 

promises to be another wonderful evening of great songs you are sure to recognize.   Tunes such as “Carol of the Bells”, 

“Overture” from Handel’s Messiah” and even “A Charlie Brown Christmas” to name a few will be performed.   There will be a 

caroling sing-a-long with the orchestra.  This was enjoyed by all that attend last year. 

Keenan Fletcher, the violinist whom often plays in our church, is the instructor for many of the students that will be partic ipat-

ing with these adult musicians  This group should number between 25 – 30 performers with the youngest being 9 years old.  

They all are part of Keenans’ Agape Haus musical ministry in Llano.  Hope you will come out and enjoy this wonderful eve-

ning of Christmas music. 

Upcoming  
           Events 



 Join your friends for an Unforgettable Mission 

                        Service Experience 

There are no borders in “God’s Backyard”! So, come join the Hill Country Missioners, as we reach out and touch 

through the Volunteers in Mission-Hands Together Mexico project on February 11-18, 2017 in Rio Bravo, Mexico. 

This incredible opportunity, available for only $350 per week plus transportation to McAllen, 

Texas, includes all the following: 

 Close interaction with local families (build their casita, teach their children in bible school 
about Jesus, Share smiles and hugs) 

 Experience local culture (playing, working, shopping and dining) 

 21 delicious meals 

 Comfortable accommodations (clean, heat/A.C. and hot showers) 

 Give a healing touch in the medical clinic 

 Evening entertainment of sharing and games (hone competitive skills) 

 Spiritual Growth (daily devotions, worshipping 
together and with your new Mexican friends.) 

 Scintillating Companions who are with you to share the love of Christ in a way 
that “Makes a Christian Difference!” 

 Yes, it is safe. Please consider this prayerfully and signup now to reserve your 
space on this mission project. Just pick up the brochure/application at The Church or 
contact Bill or Edra Edwards, local co-ordinators at 830-598-8158, email 
wmgedra@verizon.net. You are needed! 

                          A Summary of Dollar-for-Dollar Giving  

 

At its annual congregational meeting in January 2008, The Church at Horseshoe Bay adopted Dollar-for-Dollar giving 
as the long-term, aspirational goal for our stewardship program.  Dollar-for-Dollar simply means that for each dollar we 
spend on ourselves, we will also spend a dollar on others.  In other words, benevolence giving will be equal to our an-
nual operating costs, excluding the benevolence allocation and capital expenditures. 

This decision just built on a history of generosity by this congregation.  In May 1983, shortly after the congregation was 
founded, the members dedicated to benevolent giving an amount equal to 10% of the prior year's contributions for oper-
ating expenses.  Then, they increased the percentage to 15% in April 1984 and increased it again to 20% in 1985.  
Then, it was increased once more to 25% in November 1997, concurrent with the retirement of the mortgage on the 
original campus.  Finally, when the congregation adopted Dollar-for-Dollar in January 2008, we put our money where 
our mouth was by increasing the money dedicated to benevolences to 27½% of the prior year's contributions for operat-

ing expenses and by setting a goal to reach Dollar-for-Dollar within 10 years. 

In the seven years since then, the percentage has hardly grown (as shown by the consecutive percentages starting in 
2009: 27.5%, 27.5%, 27.5%, 27.5%, 29.0%, 29.0%, n.a.%).  These percentage numbers do not include monies from 
sources like the Christmas Eve Offering, designated benevolence gifts, specific disaster relief offerings, Christian Edu-
cation class mission projects, or the Lilies and Poinsettias gifts.  Nor do they include non-cash items like gifts purchased 
by members for the Christmas for Others program or the time spent by members in mission projects for Volunteers in 
Mission or the local mission group.  Inclusion of these items does get us closer to the goal, but we are not there yet. 

Possible reasons for this meager growth include: the 2008-2010 building project to expand and re-purpose (some of) 

our campus; the Great Recession of Dec 2007-Jun 2009; and a loss of focus on the Dollar-for-Dollar goal. 

The concept of Dollar-for-Dollar was brought to The Church at Horseshoe Bay by former members of Memorial Drive 
Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas.  That congregation adopted the concept at their founding in 1955 as one of its 
guiding values (the other value: every member is prayed for every day).  Today, more than 60 years on, Dollar-for-
Dollar still works at Memorial Drive and serves as a theological and ethical compass for that congregation.  It can do the 
same for The Church at Horseshoe Bay. 



                   ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS MUSIC 2016 

                                                  By Garry Kesler, Music Minister 

It is with great excitement the choirs and I prepare for Advent season.  There are so many musical selections 
written for bells, choirs and orchestras that it becomes difficult to pick just the few that can be performed dur-
ing our worship services.  I think this year I must have looked at over 200 pieces of music to select what you 
will hear this tear. We will open each worship service of Advent with the lighting of a candle on the advent 
wreath.  As we prepare to light this candle we will join together in song celebrating each candle,(Hope, 
Peace, Joy, Love, Christ). I will lead the song and you, the congregation, will respond. The choirs will demon-
strate the first Sunday and hopefully you will be ready to join in singing by the second candle lighting on De-
cember 4.  Words will be printed in the bulletin each Sunday.   

  

                                First Sunday of Advent | November 27 | The Sounds of the Season 

This service consists of hand bell anthems, hymns of the season and a sermon on Hope. Familiar tunes like 
“Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus”, “God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman”, and “Love Came Down at Christmas” 
will be played by the bells along with some new songs. You, the congregation will join in singing along with 
the hand bells. The Organ will join the bells on the closing anthem/hymn  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” as we 
raise our voices in praise of the season.  It will be a wonderful service of music you will not want to miss.  This 
is the way to begin the Advent 2016 celebration, “Light of Life”. 

 

                                                 Second Sunday of Advent | December 4   

The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated along with a sermon on Peace. Both worship times will have 
a choir singing “Come to the Light” emphasizing the theme “Light of Life”. 

 

                                            Third Sunday of Advent,  | December 11    

This Sunday will again have both choirs singing the same anthem “O Come to Set Us Free” as well as a dif-
ferent “special music” in each service.  The sermon will be on Joy as we continue “Light of Life”.  

 

                   Fourth Sunday of Advent | December 18 | The Hands That First Held Mary’s Child     

How do you retell a story everyone knows?  How about just bringing out points of the story you may have 
thought, “not too important”? This is the way this cantata came together.  I wanted to tell the Christmas story 
to bring out the feelings of Mary. But more importantly the feelings Joseph had about the conception and birth 
of Jesus. The musical journey begins with the Hebrews continuously asking for a Messiah to come and set 
them free with the singing of “The Dawn Is Surely Coming”.  You will begin to feel the grief and suffering they 
experienced in many years of bondage waiting for his arrival.  Then the angel, Gabriel announces to the un-
suspecting Virgin Mary of her selection to bare this child.  How does she feel about what is ask of her?  How 
does Joseph feel about him being told to marry her, knowing she is with child? Two wonderful songs cover 
this, “Song of Mary” and “Joseph’s Song”.  The beautiful song about the wonderful night this Messiah was 
born.  “O Holy Night” is sure to give you an idea of how it must have felt that cold night in a stable as Mary 
and Joseph awaited the birth of their first child.   But, have you given much thought as to who was there to 
help in this birth?  A wonderful song by Dan Forrest reminds us of “The Hands That First Held Mary’s Child” 
were Joseph?!  After the birth of Jesus the angels announced to many “Glory to God in the Highest”.  This is 
followed with a reprise of “Arise, Arise and Shine” our opening now followed with “Hallelujah Chorus” from 
Messiah.  All of this will be accompanied by Jennie Lynn on the piano and a small orchestra of about 10 play-
ers; strings, woodwind, brass, and percussion. There is a wide genre’ of styles allowing the listener to enjoy 
this musical journey of the birth of the baby Jesus.   

                                                        Christmas Eve  | December 24  

Both the 5:00 pm and the 7:00 pm services will have special solo music.  The later will include music by the 
choirs. 

                                                Fifth Sunday of Advent  | December 25  

This will be a celebration of the birth of Jesus with the choirs singing “Christmas Bells”, a four-hand piano ac-
companiment with hand bells and concert bells.  A special song on a special day!  

 “Down in the City of David” is another solo/anthem to be presented about the wonderful birth of our Savior! 
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Weekly Recurring Church Calendar 

Sunday:  Worship   8:30 am & 11 am 
 

Monday:  
Prayer Ministry Group  9 am 
Handbell Choir     1 pm 
Bluebonnet Chorale  12:30 & 2:00 pm 
Highland Lakes Men’s Chorus  3:30 pm 
 

Tuesday: 
Al-Anon  12 pm (beginning 11/1-12/27) 
Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30pm 
 

Wednesday: 
Sonrise Singers  10 am 
Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm 
Chancel Choir  3 pm 
 

Thursday: 
Staff Meeting  10 am 
Forum  1 pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30 pm 
 

Friday: 
Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm 

              

12/23 @ Noon 

12/26 & 12/27 


