
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE IN DECEMBER 

 

The liturgical season of Advent begins Sunday, December 2 for a total of four Sundays. The Advent season is 

not Biblical - strictly speaking. You will not find this "season" taught in scripture. Yet, the idea of Jesus' advent 

(the Latin word for "coming") is all throughout the Bible. Over time, the Church thought it good to give more 

spiritual focus, preparation and attention to Jesus' coming in the incarnation and what this means. The result is 

the season of Advent: four Sundays/weeks to prepare for Christmas. While Advent first began in the fourth 

century as a period of preparation for baptisms at Epiphany (January 6), it was in the sixth century that Advent 

was moved to the four weeks before Christmas Day. Now you know! 

This year, the sermons in Advent will focus on Isaiah 9: 2-7 with the title theme, “For Unto Us Is Given …” Why 

not use this text as a daily devotional during Advent, reading and re-reading and allow the Spirit to impart truth 

and understanding in you. 

The worship highlights for Advent and Christmas will be: 

 

December 2:    Handbells (both services), lighting the first Advent candle, the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

December 9:    Lighting the second Advent candle. 

December 16:  Choral cantata (both services), lighting the third Advent candle. 

December 23:  ONE MORNING SERVICE ONLY at 11:00am, lighting the fourth Advent candle. 

December 24:  Christmas Eve services: 5:00pm (with an emphasis on children, candlelight singing) 

                          7:00pm (lessons and carols; the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper;   

                                                                                   candlelight singing) 

December 30:  ONE MORNING SERVICE ONLY at 11:00am. 

Advent devotionals are available in the Narthex or church office and are provided by the Austin Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary. 
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 This year’s cantata is once again the Christmas story.  Yes, it is a story we learned as a child.  There are no 
new characters, just the same facts. Joseph and Mary were wed, and Caesar Augustus called everyone to 
be counted. So why tell it again? This story is worth hearing time and time again! It is a story of trust.  It is a 
story of God’s love for us and willingness to give us His son.  What do you remember, when you think upon 
Christmas? This musical journey is designed to inspire your memories and to heighten your spirit of the 
season. We need to remember the world was not so very different from what we now experience. The 
people were looking for a leader to make their life better.  Someone to look up to and follow.  This is the 
beginning of the greatest story.  

The first anthems of the cantata deal with the issue of God promising to send a Savior, a Messiah, a King.  
But how long would the world have to wait? This question is felt in the singing of Isaiah the Prophet, Joy of 
Every Longing Heart and We Wait for Thee. The next selection, Five Days’ Journey to Bethlehem is a 
delightful song describing a very long donkey ride for Mary and Joseph to follow the law of Caesar.  How 
would you have felt knowing you must travel to a strange place, many miles away and with no lodging along 
the way? And it is the winter!  Is this why we associate cold and snow with Christ birth?  A moving song by 
composer Dan Forrest, See Amid the Winter’s Snow will help set the mood for the birth of Jesus along with 
the instrumental arrangement of Sing This Night with Joy! and traditional favorite It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear.  The theme song When I Think Upon Christmas will help to complete your journey of memories of this 
Christmas season.  All of this will be accompanied by Amy Childress (piano), John Morris (organ) and a 
chamber orchestra of strings and woodwinds. 

A Christmas Cantata compiled     
and orchestrated by Garry Kesler, 
Minister of Music 

      Sunday, December 16    

          8:30 & 11:00a.m. 

In the spirit of the         

Holidays we want to      

encourage everyone to 

wear your name tags.    

Be welcoming to our        

current new members   

and visitors. Contact the 

Church office if you need a 

new name tag. 

Books and Scones will not meet during 
December.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday,    
January 29, 2019, at 2:30 pm in the church 
library. Our book for discussion will be    
Bonhoeffer Abridged by Eric Metaxas. 

Dear friends, 

Words cannot      

express the love and support you gave me and my 

family with the passing of Judy. She was loved 

and respected by so many, that was shown at her 

Memorial service. Thanks  for being Judy’s and my 

friends. You are loving, kind, and supportive. 

Bart Stephens and family 



Benevolence 

Contact Tammy Bean for more information 

512-872-8170 

MARBLE FALLS HELPING CENTER BUILDING PROGRAM 

 

The Marble Falls Helping Center, an agency supported by the Church Benevolence Committee is raising funds to build a 
new facility.  The current facility is an undersized and aging facility and does not have adequate parking.  The new     
facility will be located just down Broadway as part of the TQ Brown Community Resource Center (CRC) which will allow   
clients to not only obtain food and financial assistance but also avail themselves of services from many other State and 
local agencies at CRC.  This is part of a continued goal to build teamwork between all local food banks and also with the 
Texas Housing Foundation.  

The new Helping Center will become the hub where food from the Austin Central Area Food Bank will be delivered for all 
food banks in our area, many of which are also supported by our church.  Some of the many benefits of the new facility 
include 60 percent more space for food, open longer 
hours, and allow clients to “Shop For” their own food 
as opposed to just getting a cart full of food prepack-
aged by volunteers.  Thus they can select the specific 
fruits, vegetables and other items that their family      
prefers. 

 As 2018 comes to a close many of you may still have 
Required Minimum Withdrawals from your IRA          
accounts.  By making a Qualified Withdrawal from your 
IRA paid directly to The Helping Center you can meet 
your withdrawal requirement without paying taxes. 

So far, The Helping Center has raised over 75% of the 
$1 Million needed for the new facility and a special end-
of-the-year contribution would be greatly appreciated 
and help push them over the top. 

Christmas is for Others  

  
The holiday season is here and for The Church at Horseshoe 
Bay we all know that means “Christmas for Others”.  Christmas 
for Others is another outreach of our Benevolence giving and 
our entire congregation actively participates in this project.  If 
you have become a member of our church since last Christ-
mas, you will soon discover that there is barely enough room to 
walk in our Fellowship Hall from Thanksgiving until right before 
Christmas because it is filled with tons of wrapped clothing and 
toys for kids.  We participate in a local community event called 
“Christmas is for Kids”, whereby many churches, civic organi-
zations, businesses and individuals donate new, wrapped toys 
for the children less fortunate in our area. 

 

Beginning November 18 through December 9 anyone and 
everyone may sign up in the Narthex to adopt a child or chil-
dren for which to buy Christmas presents. Some of our mem-
bers get friends together and shop for a whole family or 
two.  We give you all the particulars so you know just what to 
buy.  Each child is generally given three to five wrapped gifts 
with a mixture of toys and clothes.  We encourage our mem-
bers to coordinate their giving within the same family. 

 

Last year we donated several lovely gifts each to 250 chil-
dren.  Not only that, our Benevolence Committee (through your 
generous donations)  supplied a grown-up Bible and a child’s 
Bible in each family’s bag. This  Christmas we will have a list of 
300 children. If you would like to volunteer as a worker in this 
project by working at the adoption table and/or sorting and bag-
ging toys and/or  deliver-
ing toys, please call Gail 
Matthews at 830-596-
1199 or   613-8141. I am 
sure that anyone who 
has worked on this pro-
ject in the past will con-
firm that by participating 
in Christmas for  Others, 
you will be the one who 
will be blessed!   

His Joshua House wishes to thank all that donated blue jeans for their wonderful generosity. The Board and       

residents wish you a Merry Christmas and God Bless. 



                             Sunday, January 20, 2019, at 9:45 a.m. the Board of Trustees will host the  

                                                          Annual Congregational Meeting  
Sunday School classes will not be held on this date so that all members will be able to attend.  

The purpose of the annual meeting is to cover the following: 

-  To provide a state of the church update for the year 2018 to the congregation by the Board Chairperson. 

-  To present the financial report for calendar year 2018 and the budget for 2019 which must be approved by the           
congregation. 

-  To elect three new candidates for the Board of Trustees. 

This is an excellent opportunity for our membership to increase  awareness of the health and well-being of The Church 
at Horseshoe Bay. All members of the congregation are urged to attend this important meeting.  Please mark your calen-
dars and plan to attend!       

Please see the Class of 2022 nominees below: 

Wendy Christesson a Colorado native, felt at home when she moved to Texas.  She attended the University of Tex-
as, San Antonio while being a stay-at-home mom to her two boys. Prior to moving to Texas Wendy was in Public Rela-
tions/Corporate Communications with companies such as Coors and the Colorado and Denver Bar Associations.  Since      
moving to Texas in 1988 she has been devoted to Women’s Ministry.  She was heavily involved with Stonecroft         
Ministries, a non-denominational outreach ministry, as a chairman of the local Christian Women’s Club, as well as Area 
Representative, Speaker and Bible Study Coordinator.  She was involved in the Women’s Ministry at Community Bible 
Church in San  Antonio as a leader and facilitator.  She hosted a Bible study in her home for nearly 20 years.   Wendy is 
on the steering committee for Kindred Sisters Bible study, out-going Chairman of Women of the Word (WOW) and    
Secretary for the Faith Bridge Christian Education class.  She and husband Ron will be married 35 years in February 
and enjoy being Realtors® together. Wendy is nominated for a three year term. 

Scooter Lofton and his wife Kristi came home to Central Texas in 2015 after living in Houston for 22 years. They 
both grew up in the Austin area and after getting married in 1993 relocated due to a job opportunity.  They knew  our 
church was going to be their home church as they were intent in plugging into the community and worshiping with those 
in the area. Scooter spent the last 10 years while in Houston working for a Civil Engineering firm.  

While in Houston Scooter was discipled by some pretty incredible people.  It was that discipleship that started his faith 
journey. He attended the Walk to Emmaus back in 2003. From there he started serving in Youth and Men’s ministry 
extensively. He served on the Methodist Church Staff Parish Relations Committee as well as the Finance Committee. 
He started a golf tournament for his church that helped raise funds for wounded veterans through an organization called 
IMPACT A HERO. Additionally he started a fundraising golf tournament and dinner (that still raises funds 10 years later) 
that helped fund projects and lower cost for folks to go to the Walk to Emmaus in the West Houston area.  Scooter and 
Kristi attend the Faith Bridge class and he has just started serving in a teacher role. Kristi will serve as the Chair of 
WOW starting in 2019. They have two daughters, and a son in law. Scooter and Kristi work together here in HSB. They 
own Treo Signature Homes and work on new construction as well as remodels. Scooter is nominated for a three year 
term. 

Ronda Rodman and her husband Dale have lived in Horseshoe Bay for thirteen years; they are both from Kansas 
and spent most of their married years on the corporate transfer path.  They have two children, Chantel Mandel in Oak-
land, California and Thomas Rodman in Richfield, Washington.  They also have four grandchildren. 

Ronda was raised in the Methodist Church and has a strong background in service to the church and community in 
which she lives.   She is a Stephen Minister and a trained Disciple Bible Study leader.  She served her church in Wichita 
as Wedding Coordinator for eight years before joining the staff as Director of Assimilation, responsible for new members 
and volunteers.  At the Church of Horseshoe Bay she has served on the Congregational Support Committee and is cur-
rently the co-volunteer coordinator of the “Worship  +  2”  and Membership Chair.  Ronda is nominated for second three  
year term. 

Kyle Womack is a native of the Midland/Odessa area, R. Kyle Womack, P.E., F.NSPE obtained his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in civil Engineering from Texas Tech University, and is currently a member of the Texas Tech Civil Engineering 
Academy.   After graduation Womack began a now 44 year career with Parkhill, Smith and Cooper, Inc. - a multi-
disciplined Architectural/Engineering firm of 350+ employees.   His focus over the last ten years has been on strategic 
planning, career & leadership development, and operational structure to several groups and organizations.  Kyle was 
appointed in May of 2013 by Governor Rick Perry to serve as a Member of the Texas Board of Professional Engineers.    

His service to his church/community has included serving as President of the Midland Chamber of Commerce, President 
of the Midland-Odessa Transportation Alliance, President of the Buffalo Trail Council of the Boy Scouts of America, and 
Chairman of the Administrative Board for St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Midland where the Womack’s were 
members for over 30 years.  He will be serving as Chairman of the Men of Faith this year. 

Kyle and Brenda have been married for 42 years and moved to Horseshoe Bay in 2012.    They are members of the 
New Beginnings SS class.   They have two children and three grandchildren. Kyle is nominated for a three year term. 



Order forms are available until 

December 16 in the Narthex and 

church office. They are $10 each 

and you can order one to have 

your name placed in the com-

memorative bulletin that will be 

available on Christmas Eve in  

loving memory of or in honor of a 

loved one. Your poinsettia can 

be taken with you after the 

Christmas Eve    service. 

Bobbie Walker, PH.D. began her undergraduate studies at Baylor and later finished at University of Houston with a 
BA in English/Spanish and a MA in Education.  She taught Spanish at Fort Bend ISD for 10 years when her late hus-
band, Jose Hernandez  of the Canary Islands/Cuba, was transferred to San Marcos.  He was a patented Illumination 
Engineer with Wide Lite.  Bobbie taught in New Braunfels Middle School for one year then made her way through the 
academic ranks of Texas State University (lovingly called SWT) over the next 10 years.  She graduated with a Ph.D. in 
Educational Administration while at Texas State and while serving as Associate Dean of Students.  She left there to take 
a post as Vice President at Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma.  After 3 years she moved to San Antonio as the 
first Vice President for Student Affairs for 10 years then moved to LSU  Baton Rouge to take the position of Vice Chan-
cellor of Student Life and Academic Services.  She has taught business at Cameron University,  UT San Antonio, LSU 
and Texas Tech. She retired from LSU to retire in Horseshoe Bay with her late husband Owen, who had a lifetime of law 
enforcement.    She was asked by Texas Tech to start the teaching site in Marble Falls in 2002 and retired again in 
2007. She remains active in several organizations and Boards.  She has two sons, seven grandchildren and eight great 
grandchildren. She has been a member of The Church at Horseshoe Bay since 2002 and a member of the Seekers 
class for 5 years and has been a Chair of Outreach. Bobbie has been nominated for a second three year term. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

FYI … the church office will be closed starting at noon on December 24 

and through the rest of the week along with January 1, 2019. If you 

have newsletter articles for the January newsletter, please get them to 

the office by December 20.  

David Rose Grew up in Abilene, Texas, attended Abilene Christian University and earned a BBa in Accounting at The 
University of Texas at Austin. He lived in Brazil six years, Austin for thirty, and began living in Horseshoe Bay in 2003, 
retiring in 2016. From 1967 to 1973, David answered a call to serve in foreign missions in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and from 
1978 to 2000 was mission liaison at the Westover Hills Church of Christ in Austin. The mission team purchased a      
historic landmark government building Manaus that was repurposed for a sanctuary, class rooms, and church offices. A 
highlight of this work was a one week medical mission in 1994 with volunteers from the US; over 5,999 medical          
consultations were performed by a staff of 70 doctors and other medical personnel. Today there are six sizable        
congregations in Manaus, with another right in the Amazon interior along the Amazon and Negro rivers. From 1972 to 
1993 he founded and operated a gem import wholesale business and served as Controller/Finance Manager for      
construction companies. David and his wife Carol met and were married at The Church at Horseshoe Bay. David has 
one son living in Seoul, South Korea who directs a manufacturing business. David is currently the Long Range Planning 
Chair and is nominated for a second three year term. 

Average 8:30 Attendance 78

Average 11:00 Attendance 237

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 131

November YTD Actual Last YTD Actual Remaining Budget

Contributions 73,264$           896,667$          942,526$                  243,333$              

Miscellaneous Income 875$                13,526$            26,251$                    2,474$                  

Operating Expenses (55,564)$          (689,889)$         (649,361)$                (105,981)$             

Building Fund Transfers -$                 -$                  (2,167)$                    -$                      

Benevolence Giving (31,376)$          (342,016)$         (326,430)$                (17,984)$               

Net Excess/(Shortfall) (12,801)$          (121,712)$         (9,181)$                    121,842$              

Financial Report and Attendance as of November 30, 2018

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

Lee Peterson  and wife Beth moved to Horseshoe Bay from Memphis, TN in 2008.  They raised their two children in 
Dallas where Lee worked for PEPSICO Frito/Lay, as Creative Marketing Director over Brand identity.  He currently 
serves on the Board of Adjustment for the City of Horseshoe Bay and on the Church’s Benevolence Committee over 
Foreign Missions.  Lee is currently the Publicity Chair, he is nominated for a second three year term. 



Christian Education– Sundays at 9:45 am 
Faith Bridge– F.H. 

Christmas Special Lessons- DVD by Rick Warren 

12/9    Session 2, “Christmas is a Time for Salvation” 

12/16  Session 3, “Christmas is a Time for Reconciliation” 

Women’s Bible Study– Rm.4 

Five Questions of Christmas by Rob Burkhart 

12/9 “What Will This Child Become? The Journey       

         from Control to Creativity” 

12/16 “Where Is the Child? The Magi’s Journey from   

         Disappointment to True Treasure” 
Bible Alive Class- Rm.3 

2 Corinthians 

12/9  “The Sweet Smell of Victory” 

12/16 “Our Adequacy if from God” 

12/23 “Encouragement in Difficult Times” 

12/30 “We are New Creatures in Christ” 

Seekers– Rm 1&2 

The Apostles 

12/9  Christianity and Enlightenment 

12/16 Knowing God in the 20th Century 

 

   Bruce & Sherry Anderson 12/14  Ron & Gloria Blanton 12/23 

Billy & Jimmie Lapham 12/1  Steve & Karen Stevens 12/15  Ekkehard & Nancy Dittmar 12/24 

Ronnie & Vicki Adcock 12/1  Gene & Karon McAlpine 12/18  Gary & Diana Gum 12/25 

Marion & Sue Nichols 12/5  Peter & Olta Potts 12/19  Robert & Donna Klaeger 12/27 

Dick & Rebecca Nicholson 12/9  Joe & Sandi Becraft 12/20  Ken & Jan Greer 12/27 

Carey & Monica Woods 12/9  Jess & Carolyn Claiborne 12/20  Robert & Sharon Greenwood 12/28 

Dan & Patty Gillean 12/10  Jim & Jan Browning 12/21  Jack & Jayne Kendall 12/29 

Greg & Tommy Kepner 12/10  Jim & Lori Meyer 12/22  David & Camille Sweigart 12/31 

Susie & Dick Schumacher 12/12  Doug & Cyrilla Ivey 12/22  Richard Hein & Andrea Stevens 12/31 

Lou Fox 12/1  Ray Bishop 12/8  Kenneth Murphy 12/16  Kirk Smith 12/27 

Greg Harkinson 12/1  Maryellen Richardson 12/8  Garry Kesler 12/17  Joan Shehan 12/28 

Carolyn Adams 12/1  Jim Shearer 12/8  Julie Mills 12/19  P.T. Williams 12/28 

Ken Lindgren 12/1  Jackie Luvisi 12/9  Rick Pitts 12/19  Robert Klaeger 12/28 

Dodie Lemley 12/1  Rita Adams 12/10  Kyle Womack 12/20  John Duncan 12/28 

Fred Thurman 12/1  Phillip Lee 12/11  Luise Cashin 12/21  Illene Harris 12/29 

Carolyn Claiborne 12/2  Mauveen Guffey 12/12  Sue Chapin 12/21  Margaret Mitchell 12/29 

Betty Reel 12/3  Wes Nelson 12/13  Marilyn Lindgren 12/21  Will Howard 12/29 

George Russell 12/3  Ken Anderson 12/14  Gail Gruber 12/21  Joan Matera 12/29 

Sondra Fox 12/3  M. Dop 12/14  Darchelle Hanson 12/21  Zodie Livingston 12/29 

Becky Robinson 12/3  Michele Kesler 12/14  Diane Dietert 12/22  Larry Anderson 12/30 

Anita Cruver 12/5  Renate Broome 12/15  Jimmie Homburg 12/22  Dale Rodman 12/30 

Ray Britton 12/6  Dave Widner 12/15  Diana Gum 12/22  Patti Carr 12/30 

Mary Alice Dunn 12/7  Judy Ellis 12/15  Gary Howard 12/23  Lawrence Buxton 12/31 

Edra Edwards 12/8  Ken Burgess 12/16  Judy Duncan 12/23  Sabra McNabb 12/31 

Norm Long 12/8  Charles Hoffman 12/16  Gloria Blanton 12/27  Al Jaksa, Jr. 12/31 

News Beginnings– Admin 

building 
 



Musings 
 
A news article in the December 1997 edition of the Silicon Valley Today told of two Americans who were invit-
ed by the Russian Department of Education to teach morals and ethics in their prisons and orphanages. They 
were told they could teach from the perspective of faith. The Americans went to one particular government-
run orphanage which housed about 100 children. It was the Christmas season so the Americans told the tra-
ditional story of Christmas. Throughout the telling of the story, the children and staff listened intently as it was 
clear this was – for many -the first time hearing the Christmas story.  

Completing the story, the children were given three small pieces of cardboard to make a crude manger. Then 
each child was given a small paper square cut from yellow napkins. The children tore the paper and carefully 
laid strips in the manger for straw. Small squares of flannel, cut from a worn-out nightgown, was used for the 
baby’s blanket. A doll-like baby was cut from felt. The Americans circulated among the children to see if       
anyone needed help. One boy had, not one, but two babies in the manger. A translator was called over and 
one of the Americans asked the boy why there were two babies in the manger. The boy recited back the story 
but made up his own ending: “When Mary laid baby Jesus in the manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if 
I had a place to stay. I told him I have no mamma or papa so I didn’t have any place to stay. Then Jesus told 
me I could stay with him. But I told him I couldn’t because I didn’t have a gift to give him like everybody else. 
But I really wanted to stay with him so I thought about what I had that maybe I could use for a gift. I thought 
maybe if I kept him warm that would be a good gift. So I asked Jesus, ‘If I keep you warm will that be a good 
enough gift?’ Jesus said, ‘If you keep me warm, that will be the best gift anybody ever gave me.’ So I got in 
the manger and Jesus told me I could stay with him forever.” 

We call Jesus by the name, “Emmanuel” which means “God with us.” A God who is with us when the cancer 
biopsy comes back positive; when a spouse of 15 years leaves and doesn’t come back; when the late-night 
long distance call communicates a death, not a birth; when the longing for family harmony is      shattered by 
a shouting match; when the business collapses and the job is no more. 

Even in all this, it is still “Emmanuel.” That’s good news … and news to hold in the soul. 

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Malcolm  

 Save the Date 
 Men of Faith Conference 

Saturday,  

January 26 

Guest speaker: Tom Pace 

Church History Books  

are still available for purchase in 

the Church office and in the 

Narthex on Sundays for $5.  

Contact the office if you would 

like us to send you a copy!  

  



Did you know your purchases can make a difference? AmazonSmile donates to 
The Church at Horseshoe Bay when you do your holiday shopping at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2261932  

      The Church at Horseshoe Bay             
The Church at Horseshoe Bay 

600 Hi Ridge Rd. 

PO Box 8295 

Horseshoe Bay, Tx. 78657 
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Amy Childress               Michael Pittard             Shell Reynolds                                                            
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      WORSHIP SERVICES 

         8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

                9:45 a.m. 
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            church-hsb.org 

        Like us on Facebook 

2018 Board of Trustees 

 
             Kent Graham 

                Chairperson 

             Jerry Clinesmith 

             Vice-Chairperson 

               Bob Thomas 

                  Treasurer 

              Ruth Newman 

              Asst.Treasurer 

              Linda Wilson 

             Corp. Secretary 

 
         Frances Highsmith,  

 David Rose, Sally Stromgren, 

 Ann Higdon, Ronda Rodman, 

          Norman Homburg,  

   Jim Hower, Lee Peterson, 

   Bobbie Walker, Andy Burk, 

   Eddie Greer, Ken Lindgren 
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