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WORSHIP SCHEDULE IN DECEMBER
The liturgical season of Advent began on Sunday, November 29 and continues through
•
Christmas Eve. The Advent season is not Biblical, strictly speaking. You will not find
this "season" taught in scripture. Yet, the idea of Jesus' advent (the Latin word for
"coming") is all throughout the Bible. Over time, the Church thought it good to give
more spiritual focus, preparation and attention to Jesus' coming in the incarnation and what this means. The result is
the season of Advent: four Sundays/weeks to prepare for Christmas. While Advent first began in the fourth century as
a period of preparation for baptisms at Epiphany (January 6), it was in the sixth century that Advent was moved to the
four weeks before Christmas Day. This year, the Advent sermons will focus on the angel announcements to Zechariah
& Elizabeth, to Joseph, and to the shepherds.
The worship highlights for Advent and Christmas will be:
December 6: Lighting the second Advent candle; the handbell choir at the 8:15am and 11:00am services.
9:30am Casual service.
December 9: The choir and orchestra will rehearse the cantata. This rehearsal is open to those that cannot attend
the Sunday Worship. 7:00pm Fellowship Hall. Reminder- it is a rehearsal!
December 13: Lighting the third Advent candle; A choral cantata titled, “God So Loved the World”
at the 11:00am service only (in the Fellowship Hall). 9:30am Casual service in the Sanctuary.
December 15 (Tuesday): Christmas carol singing in the church parking lot at 5:00pm. (rain-date 12/18)
December 20: Lighting the fourth Advent candle.
December 24: Christmas Eve service: 5:00pm in the sanctuary.
December 27: ONE MORNING SERVICE ONLY at 11:00am (Casual/Traditional blended service).

Anniversaries
Jimmie & Billy Lapham
Vicki & Ronnie Adcock
Caroline & John Upchurch
Rebecca & Dick Nicholson
Monica & Carey Woods
Tommy & Greg Kepner
Patty & Dan Gillean
Susie & Dick Schumacher
Pat & Scott Nickel
Karon & Gene McAlpine
Sandi & Joe Becraft

12/1
12/1
12/4
12/9
12/9
12/10
12/10
12/12
12/16
12/18
12/20

Jan & Jim Browning
Lori & Jim Meyer
Cyrilla & Doug Ivey
Gloria & Ron Blanton
Nancy & Ekkehard Dittmar
Diana & Gary Gum
Donna & Robert Klaeger
Sharon & Robert Greenwood
Camille & David Sweigart
Andrea & Richard Hein

12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/31
12/31

December Birthdays
Ken Lindgren
Fred Thurman
Greg Harkinson
Carolyn Claiborne
Teresa Steinbrunner
Laura Belushi
Sonda Fox
George Russell
Betty Reel
Mary Ellen Keith
Ray Britton
Mary Alice Dunn
Edra Edwards
Norm Long
Maryellen Richardson

12/1
12/1
12/1
12/2
12/2
12/2
12/3
12/3
12/3
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/8
12/8
12/8

Ray Bishop
Jim Shearer
Phillip Lee
Wes Nelson
Pat Bennett
Michele Kesler
Beth Dop
Renate Broom
Judy Ellis
Dave Widner
David Steinbrunner
Charles Hoffman
Kenneth Murphy
Ken Burgess Jr.
Garry Kesler

12/8
12/8
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/17

Julie Mills
Rick Pitts
Kyle Womack
Sue Chapin
Luise Cashin
Marilyn Lindgren
Gail Gruber
Diane Dietert
Jimmie Homburg
Gary Howard
Judy Duncan
Gloria Blanton
Kirk Smith
PT Williams
Robert Klaeger

12/19
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28

John Duncan
Will Howard
Margaret Mitchell
Illene Harris
Joan Matera
Zodie Livingston
Larry Anderson
Dale Rodman
Patti Carr
Al Jaksa
Lawrence Buxton
Sabra McNabb

12/28
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/31
12/31
12/31

Financial Report as of November 29, 2020

Make a difference this holiday.
Shop for gifts at
smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2261932

October Average 8:15 Attendance
October Average 9:30 Attendance
October Average 11:00 Attendance
Average Sunday School Total Attendance

22
38
66
50

to generate donations
Last YTD
Actual

for The Church at Horseshoe Bay
Operating Contributions
Miscellaneous Income
Operating Expenses
Benevolence Allocation
Net Excess/(Shortfall)

$
$
$
$
$

900,079
13,464
(718,751)
(311,500)
(116,707)

Benevolence Fund Expenses $

(414,713)

YTD
Budget
$
$
$
$
$

1,066,268
9,832
(666,959)
(346,675)
62,466

YTD
Actual
$
$
$
$
$

966,441
135,666
(643,728)
(275,633)
182,746

$

(608,437)

Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

Elves for the Elderly
Please donate a gift bag suitable for the elderly. (designate if it is for a male or female)
Every year the Benevolence Committee and OARS (Older Adult Rural Services) join for this great cause.
There are any seniors in our area who would not receive Christmas gifts if not for your help. Your gifts will be distributed in time for Christmas.
Ideas include: non-skid socks, large pinto puzzle books, gift cards, personal hygiene items.
Gift bags can be dropped off to the church office Mon-Thu. 9-noon, Sunday mornings, or in a designated box outside
office door after hours. Deadline: Sunday, December 6

Musings
Retired Presbyterian pastor Jon Walton recounted an incident that happened to him close to Christmas: “I went to a
business machine repair shop looking for a second-hand typewriter to give to a young woman learning how to type for
the first time … a young fellow who looked – by the lines etched on his face – older than his thirty or so years came forward to wait on me. His teeth were spaced unevenly in his mouth, some of them missing. There was a jagged scar on
his face that betrayed some kind of barroom brawl more than the careful work of a surgeon’s repair. He asked about
the church since I was in my collar. He wondered where it was located and told me he attends the 12-step program
that meets on Thursday nights. There was a bumper sticker over his desk that reminded him – and everyone else – of
his slogan for living: ‘Easy does it.’ ‘I pray every day, reverend,’ he said. ‘You know the Serenity Prayer?’ ‘Yes, I know it,’
I said fearing that he was going to ask me to say it with him right there in the dingy showroom. ‘Here, I’ve got it on a
card,’ he said shoving it in my hand. It was smudged with oil and grease from years of handling it in the shop where he
works. I handed it back to him appreciatively and smiled. I found the typewriter I wanted and said I would take it. He
wrote up the bill and I paid him. As I turned to leave I wished him, rather casually, a merry Christmas. He came right
back with, ‘Oh, no problem there Reverend; I’m going home for Christmas. Gonna be at my mother’s house. Haven’t
been there in seventeen years so I know I’m gonna have a merry Christmas.’ And then, as an afterthought and without
knowing anything about me, he said, ‘Hope you get there, too.’ I paused for a moment and there must have been a
quizzical look on my face. He said, ‘Home … home for Christmas. I hope you get there, too. Will you get there?’ Walton
concludes: ‘I haven’t stopped thinking about what he said.’”
It's Christmas time and so many will be “home for the holidays.” Others will wish to be. But the Christmas story is about
coming to our true home – home at a manger. Let’s make sure we get there.
Blessings,
Pastor Malcolm

Christian
Education Classes
“A Loving Life” – Sundays at 8:30 am
Admin building
Interactive Bible study
Seekers Class– Sundays at 9:30 am

Christmas Caroling, 2020 style!
You are invited to attend the first (that we know of around
here), Christmas caroling party in the parking lot of The
Church at Horseshoe Bay! This event will take place
Tuesday, December 15 at 5:00p.m. in the parking lot
across the street from the church, 600 Hi Ridge.
Half of the parking lot will be for those that want to attend but
wish to remain in their cars with the windows down to participate. The other half of the lot will be for those parking and
getting out to enjoy the outdoors (possibly cool weather) and
participating with everyone in the center of the lot socially
distanced. Song sheets will be provided so we can ALL sing
-along! Mask or face shields will be appropriate for the enjoyment and safety of all attending. Invite your neighbors.
Call and pick-up those that might need a ride after dark. Just
mark this on your calendar to come out and ENJOY the
sounds of Christmas!!!

Room 4 and via Zoom
Biblical Wisdom Literature
Faith Bridge– Wednesdays at 5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall
Study: Advent study
by Max Lucado
Women’s Bible Study–

Sundays at 9:30 am
Room 4
“Courageous– Thriving in a Hostile World”
No class on Dec. 20 or 27
New Beginnings Class–
Sundays at 9:30 am

Casual Service Worship at 9:30 am
Our first year at The Church at Horseshoe Bay has been
a pure joy, and we’re looking forward to 2021.
This new year will present a lot of opportunities to serve
the Lord in the worship ministry of the church, and the
Casual Service Praise Team might be the place for you!

Room 1/2
“A Loving Life” book on Ruth
Bible Alive Class–
Not meeting until January

Contact the church office if you would
like to have a devotional mailed or they
Experienced singers, instrumentalists, and tech team
can be picked up in front of office door.
members are needed, and there is always room for folks
I invite you to consider how you might use your gifts to
bless others (1 Peter 4:10)!

who are gifted in these areas.

If you’d like more information, please get in touch with
me. I’d love to speak with you!
Blessings in Christ,
John Griffing
johngriffing@church-hsb.org
831.320.3674

JOY TO THE WORLD
Pastor John D. Duncan
Christmas arrives. I mean, it’s already Christmas? My how time flies! Like an eagle it has flown by. Yes, it
has.
Phillips Brooks, the Episcopal Priest of the famed Trinity Church in Boston in the 1800s, once observed, “The
world has grown old with its burden of care, but at Christmas it is always young.” Yes, Christmas electrifies the
world with freshness and renews child-like wonder.
At Christmas I often think of people I have known. I think of Gladys Carter, the widow who wrote me letters

before I ever became her pastor some thirty years ago in Granbury, Texas. Who writes letters anymore? Sadly we’ve reduced the world to sound bytes, text messages, and tweets. Mrs. Carter’s letters informed, encouraged, and lifted my spirit. When I visited her she always had the light bulbs ready. I rang the doorbell. She
shuffled to the door and opened it. She let me in her house as her dog fluffy licked my hand and jumped on
me.
She led me to the kitchen. She had a stool ready. I stepped up on the stool, waited for the light bulbs, and
changed them. Gladys shone God’s light and lived by FAITH.
At Christmas I helped hang her outside Christmas lights.
I think of my early years as a young pastor and our neighbor, Dorothy Hand. We called her “Hand.” I have to
hand it to her. Hands down she was the most positive person I have ever met. She, as did my family, lived in
an apartment the size of cracker-jack box. Poor and miserly, she knew how to promote the riches of Christ, to
dish out encouragement, and to shoot arrows of hope.
In those days I faced financial struggle, despair, and the challenges of a failing church and falling economy.
She grabbed my hand, stared into my eyes, and said, “God has a plan. The future is bright. Believe.” She
sprinkled the world with the glitter of HOPE.
I can still see her little Christmas tree glowing in the window.
Next, I remember the old chiropractor Doctor Doyle.

“Doc,” I said one day over the phone, “I’ve hurt my back and cannot move.”
He laughed and gave his response, “If you can crawl out of bed and get down to the office, I can fix you up.”
I limped into his office. He said, “Preacher, get up on the table.” I made way to the table, like Rice Crispies he
snapped-crackled-popped my back, and, presto, I stood, sang his praise, and played basketball the next day.
Doctor Doyle was a friend I still miss, and besides, he always brought chocolate to my family at Christmas. His
life reflected his healing grace, his giving spirit, and his love of humanity. He demonstrated LOVE.
Christmas arrives. Advent comes. Jesus is born in a stable in Bethlehem. FAITH transforms the heart. HOPE
holds it together. And LOVE circulates the much-needed joy, the joy of Christ. Joy
to the world, the Lord has come! Yes, joy to the world.

Dear Church family,
Thank you for the cards, and for your comfort in the homegoing of my father. We
are thankful for the life of faith he lived and thankful for our church family.
With love and gratitude, John Duncan

Christmas is for Others 2020
The Christmas season is here and for The Church at Horseshoe Bay we all know that means
“Christmas for Others”. Christmas for Others is another outreach of our Benevolence giving and our
entire congregation actively participates in this project. We participate in a local
community
event called “Christmas is for Kids”, whereby many churches, civic organizations, businesses and
individuals donate new, wrapped toys for the children less fortunate in our local area.
Continuing each Sunday through December 13, anyone and everyone may sign up in the Fellowship Hall to adopt a child or children for whom to buy Christmas presents. Some of our members get
friends together and shop for a whole family or two. We give you a sheet with all the particulars so
you know just what to buy. Each child is generally given three to five wrapped gifts with a mixture of
toys and clothes. We encourage our members to coordinate their giving within the same family.
Bring your wrapped gifts to the Fellowship Hall by Thursday, December 17.
We know everyone in our congregation is extremely challenged this year in many respects but the
Church at Horseshoe Bay remains committed to adopting 160 kids representing 66 families. There
are many more families in the Marble Falls area who need our assistance this year more than ever. Our Benevolence Committee (through your generous donations) is also supplying an adult Bible and a child’s Bible in each family’s bag.
If you would love to adopt a kid or family but are not
currently getting out to shop, we encourage you to
shop online at Walmart, Target, Amazon, etc. If you
are not currently attending church on Sunday to avoid
the larger gatherings, you may come by the Fellowship
Hall each Tuesday or Wednesday from 9-11am from
December 1 to December 16 and a volunteer will be
there to help you adopt a child.
You may also call Gail Matthews at 830-613-8141 to
assist you in picking a child or family by phone.

BOARD NOMINATIONS:
It is that time of the year to be thinking of
who you might like to recommend to the
nominating committee for board positions.
The nominating committee consists of Chair
Eddie Greer, Ginger Roser, Ann Higdon and
Kent Graham. You can give your recommendation to Eddie at 832-722-6559 or any
of the above mentioned asap.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORMS
available until December 14 in the Narthex and the church office. They are $10 each and you can
order one to have your name placed in the commemorative online bulletin that will be available on
Christmas Eve in loving memory of or in honor of a loved one. Your Poinsettia can then be taken
with you after the 5:00pm Christmas Eve service.
You can also purchase one by clicking the link below:
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/4c6d5802-581b-468b-816c-7c684d9b8792

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/churchhsb

Holiday Office Hours
A reminder that the church office is closed beginning December 24-January 3. We will reopen January 4 at 9am. Please feel free to call
830-598-8390 or email staff if you need assistance during these dates.

12 Christmas Prayers

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. Postage Paid
Marble Falls, TX 78654
Permit # 51

600 Hi Ridge Rd.
PO Box 8295
Horseshoe Bay, Tx. 78657

The Church at Horseshoe Bay

The Church at Horseshoe Bay
Traditional Sunday Services 8:15 & 11am

830-598-8390
Casual Service 9:30am
Church Staff

Malcolm McQueen
Senior Pastor

John Duncan
Co-Pastor

Garry Kesler
Minister of Music

Kena Richert
Bus. Administrator

John Griffing
Worship Leader

DeDe Hodge
Office Manager

Amy Childress
Pianist

Shell Reynolds
Maintenance

Michael Pittard
Custodian

If you can’t join us in person on Sunday mornings, you can
watch live or recorded sermons on our website:

www.church-hsb.org

