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                                 WORSHIP SCHEDULE IN DECEMBER 

 

The liturgical season of Advent begins Sunday, December 1 for a total of four 

Sundays. The Advent season is not Biblical - strictly speaking. You will not find 

this "season" taught in scripture. Yet, the idea of Jesus' advent (the Latin word 

for "coming") is all throughout the Bible. Over time, the Church thought it good 

to give more spiritual focus, preparation and attention to Jesus' coming in the incarnation and what this 

means. The result is the season of Advent: four Sundays/weeks to prepare for Christmas. While Advent first 

began in the fourth century as a period of preparation for baptisms at Epiphany (January 6), it was in the sixth 

century that Advent was moved to the four weeks before Christmas Day. Now you know! 

 

This yearôs Advent theme is taken from the December 15 choral cantata: ñThe World Awaits His Comingò 

The worship highlights for Advent and Christmas will be: 

 

December 1: Lighting the first Advent candle; the sacrament of the Lordôs Supper and the message titled,  

                     ñA Great Sign Appeared in Heaven.ò 

December 8: Lighting the second Advent candle; handbells at both services with a message titled,  

                    ñSetting the Stage of Christmas: Family History.ò  

December 15: Lighting the third Advent candle; Choral cantata, ñThe World Awaits His Comingò  

                     (both services) with Biblical reflections. 

December 22: Lighting the fourth Advent candle with a message titled, ñSetting the Stage of Christmas:   

                      Caesarôs Census.ò 

December 24: Christmas Eve services: 5:00pm (with an emphasis on children; lighting the Christ candle;  

                                                                                     candlelight singing)  

7:00pm (lessons and carols; lighting the Christ candle; the sacrament of the                                                 

      Lordôs Supper; candlelight singing)  

 

December 29: ONE MORNING SERVICE ONLY at 11:00am. 



Did you know your purchases can make a difference? AmazonSmile        

donates to The Church at Horseshoe Bay when you do your holiday     

shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2261932  

Order forms are available until     

December 16 in the Narthex and 

church office. They are $10 each 

and you can order one to have your 

name placed in the commemorative 

bulletin that will be available on 

Christmas Eve in  loving memory of 

or in honor of a loved one. Your 

poinsettia can be taken with you 

after the Christmas Eve  service. 

Given the recent tax legislation, the benefits of making direct       

donations from an IRA to a charity could be even more                 

advantageous to the donor.  A donor who is over 70 İ years old 

may still retain a significant benefit from charitable contributions by 

making a qualified tax-free transfer from an IRA. People older than 

70İ can transfer up to $100,000 per year from their traditional IRAs 

to a charity, which can count toward their required minimum        

distribution but is not taxable if they follow the rules for a qualified      

charitable distribution (QCD). (This doesnôt apply to a Roth IRA, 

which has tax-free withdrawals and no required distributions.) The 

gift stays out of your adjusted gross income only if you make a    

direct transfer from your IRA to the charity. It doesnôt count as a    

tax-free transfer if you withdraw the money first and then make a 

donation to the charity. Ask your IRA administrator what steps you 

need to take, because the procedures can vary from firm to firm. 

THE ADVANTAGES OF A TAX-FREE  

TRANSFER FROM AN IRA TO CHARITY 

Mary Ann Richards and family truly           

appreciates the heart felt condolences    

sent in the passing of Lawrence         

Richards. Thank you, Mary Ann Richards 

Average 8:30 Attendance98

Average 11:00 Attendance233

Average Sunday School Total Attendance130

25-Nov YTD Actual Last Nov 30 Actual Remaining Budget

Contributions 86,868$              863,173$            899,854$                     286,827$                 

Miscellaneous Income 330$                   13,174$               13,725$                       5,826$                     

Operating Expenses (33,391)$            (658,596)$           (691,267)$                   (449,045)$               

(31,576)$            (344,244)$           (331,336)$                   (21,756)$                  

Other Benevolence Giving (12,160)$            (60,469)$             (73,239)$                      

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

Financial Report and Attendance as of November 25, 2019

Operating - Benevolence 

Allocations

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=YHPN87VVYJ79&K=1FBAXPGCA0V63&M=urn:rtn:msg:201811071502099c505d38066243b596e603f27710p0na&R=V5L0N6X4UFPX&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F74-2261932&H=P7ZWMAABBFR3IBAOA736VV7FPQ8A


Spread the word to your friends!! 
Camp Penielôs free family Christmas event is just around 

the corner and we want to see everyone! 
Weôll have fun activities running, like zip line and pony 
rides, as well as a Christmas movie under the stars!!! 

 

 

Ringing in Advent  
 

 

The Handbells will be ringing in the Advent season     
Sunday morning December 8 at both services. Opening 
with the Prelude music, Handbells 101 will play O Come 
All Ye Faithful with Amy Childress accompanying on the 
piano.  

In keeping with this yearôs Advent theme, ñThe World 
Awaits His Comingò, the opening handbell selection will 
be The Promised Coming.  It is played with bells being 
held off the tables and struck with a mallet giving a  differ-
ent sound to its normal ring.  It ends with a new technique 
called ñsinging bellsò which is achieved by stirring the bell 
with a wooden dowel to make it sing.  This is like running 
your    finger on the rim of glass stemware. Opening with 
hints of Hark, Hear the Bells before moving into the     
wonderful  melody of The King Shall Come, this  selection 
will help you feel the season. The ending does again 
weave the opening section back into the movement.  

Two favorite songs Lo, How A Rose Eôer Blooming and O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel are put together in Rejoice,          
A Savior Comes played as an offertory anthem.  

If you have purchased the book,            

Teachable Moments by our former Pastor 

Johnny White and would like to have your 

copy signed in person, he will be         

available in the fellowship hall during both 

coffee fellowships on December 8 at 9:30 

am and Noon.  



 Elves for the Elderly Social 

The holiday season is here and for The Church at Horseshoe Bay we all know that means ñChristmas for   
Othersò.  Christmas for Others is another outreach of our Benevolence giving and our entire congregation   
actively participates in this project.  If you have become a member of our church since last Christmas, you will 
soon discover that there is barely enough room to walk in our Fellowship Hall from Thanksgiving until right 
before Christmas because it is filled with tons of wrapped clothing and toys for kids.  We participate in a local       
community event called ñChristmas is for Kidsò, whereby many churches, civic organizations, businesses and 
individuals donate new, wrapped toys for the children less fortunate in our area. 

 

On Sunday December 1 and Sunday, December 8 anyone and everyone may sign up in the Narthex to 
adopt a child or children for whom to buy Christmas presents. Some of our members get friends together and 
shop for a whole family or two.  We give you all the particulars so you know just what to buy.  Each child is 
generally given three to five wrapped gifts with a mixture of toys and clothes.  We encourage our members to 
coordinate their giving within the same family. Bring your gifts 
to the Fellowship Hall between December 8 and December 12. 

In previous years we have donated gifts to 250-350children. 
This year we have 276! Not only that, our Benevolence       
Committee (through your generous donations)  supplied a 
grown-up Bible and a childôs Bible in each familyôs bag. This 
Christmas you will only have 3 Sundays to adopt a child! If you 
would like to volunteer as a worker in this project by working at 
the adoption table and/or sorting and bagging toys and/or      
delivering toys, please call Gail Matthews at 830- 596-1199 or 
613-8141. I am sure that anyone who has worked on this     
project in the past will confirm that by participating in Christmas 
for  Others, you will be the one who will be blessed!   

  Christmas is for Others 2019  

Please join us for an open house 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019  

From 2-3 PM  
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9ƭǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊƭȅ 

IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

(Lulu Glass, Wayne Brascom, Tommy Kepner, Ginger Roser,  

Sandra Williams, and Diane Younker) 
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Every year there are many seniors in our area who would not receive 
Christmas gifts if not for our help.  Your gifts will be distributed in time for 

Christmas. If you are unable to join us, your gifts will be greatly              
appreciated and can be dropped off to the church office when convenient 

prior to the social.  Thank you so much! You have no idea how  
much joy this brings! 

      (Ideas include: non skid socks, slippers, blankets, large 
print books or crossword puzzle books, gift cards, personal 
hygiene items, etc. & please label or tag the bags if they are 

for a man or woman) 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ aŜƴ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ     

ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ  ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ     

5ŀǾƛŘ /ƻƻƪ ƻƴ              

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ    

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

ƻŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ ϷмлΦ aŀƪŜǎ ŀ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƛƊΗ 

Church History books  

 

are still available for purchase in 

the Church 

office for $5.  

Contact the 

office if you 

would like us 

to send you a 

copy!  

 


