
Summer Music 

The Church 
at Horseshoe Bay 

 
 We will continue to enjoy some wonderful and different music this summer with 

another new artist to this congregation on August 9, we will welcome George Gay-

tan a classical/contemporary guitarist from San Antonio. Truly delightful and inspi-

rational is the best way to describe the sounds of George Gaytan. He is known for 

his skillful blend of harmonious classics and softly strummed contemporary guitar 

music. There is a true passion in his style of music. His music is featured on Bob 

Webster’s Gardening radio program. He has a Bachelor of Music Degree in applied 

instrument, viola. His extraordinary guitar playing keeps him in high demand al-

though he has found time to release six CD’s. Somewhere along the way he found 

time to write and publish a book, “Momentary Heroes”, about the USS WALKER, 

the ship is father was on in the Pacific during WWII. George is on the music faculty 

at the private college prep school, Saint Mary’s Hall, in San Antonio.  

 On August 16, YPH, or You Pick the Hymns. I hope this becomes one of your fa-

vorites. I will begin with the first hymn and after that you will have the opportunity 

to tell me what you want to sing next. We will have a lot of singing to start off this 

worship service. You may want to go through the hymn book and make a list of 

your favorite hymns so you can “shout out” your favorite hymn’s number for us to 

sing. Please no early request. Yes, I have had several already telling me what hymn 

they want! I am excited about this one and I think from the response you are also.  

 On August 23, Let’s “pull out all of the stops” with a good, old fashioned Southrn’ 

Sangin’! The revival type!! Do you remember those? Yes, I loved the revival meet-

ings and spent many a night leading the ‘sangin.’ I want to bring back those won-

derful memories of the old grape arbors or tent revival meetings with some 

“embedded in the heart” hymns that we remember! This should be fun!! Bring your 

hand fans and memories of songs from the Cokesbury hymn book, Broadman Press 

hymnal, and maybe some old Stamps Baxter songs. I am taking suggestions of 

hymns for these services.  

 On August 30, we will welcome back Henry Savage and his saxophone to our ser-

vices. Many will remember Henry from when he was a member here. He has played 

for church services several times over the last few years and always does an out-

standing job. Henry usually enjoys playing some upbeat arrangements of hymns 

most of us know which is a delight for us hear. He did inform me that he wants to 

play a saxophone duet with another member of our congregation who plays but, as 

of press time, this was not confirmed. I hope it works out to have a duet.  

Continue to enjoy your summer but remember we are still having church services 

every Sunday this summer! Come and enjoy the music and hear some great 

preaching at The Church at Horseshoe Bay. Invite your friends and visitors.  
 

 

By Garry Kesler, Minister of Music 
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Sermon Scripture  for August 

 August 2 Psalm 23:1-3 

 August 9 Psalm 23:1 

 August 16 Psalm 23:1 

 August 16 Psalm 23:2 

 August 30 Psalm 15 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new caregiver group is beginning in 

our area. The Highland Lakes Lewy 

Body Dementia Caregivers Support 

Group will start meeting the 2nd Sat-

urday of every month starting Sept 

12th at 10 am at the Lake Shores 

Church annex in The Plaza 1, Suite 

101, 705 Highway 281, Marble Falls, 

Texas. The group invites all dementia 

caregivers in the Highland Lakes com-

munity to join its monthly meetings. 

Lewy Body Dementia is the second 

most common form of dementia. LBD 

affects one out of five dementia pa-

tients. Dealing with the symptoms of 

this disease takes a toll on the health 

of the caregiver. The group provides 

fellowship, sharing, information and 

encouragement to caregivers of de-

mentia sufferers. Tom Clark is the 

g r o u p  f a c i l i t a t o r .  t a p h -

clark@hotmail.com 830-220-9155 

Calling All Volunteers 

 

The Church is starting a new mission 

outreach program called The Visita-

tion Force. This program will focus on 

our church members who desire an in-

home visit or know someone whom 

they think would like a visit from one 

of our church member volunteers. If 

you are interested in participating, ei-

ther as a volunteer or know someone 

whom you think would like a visit, 

please contact Linda Klingensmith by 

email, lksmith1018@gmail.com or by 

phone 830.598.8427. Please prayer-

fully consider joining this exciting 

new program! 

 

 

 

This month the Benevolence Committee would like to update you regarding the 

exciting things that are happening in Haiti Share.  

This year, as in the last several years, Haiti Share is conducting the Haiti Share 

Bible Day Camp from August 24-28 in Saint Louis du Sud, Haiti. The topic is 

“Helping Children Receive Jesus as their Savior and Friend.” The Haiti Share 

team members plan and teach the Bible Day Camp. Through the generosity of our 

Church, 100 children will be able to attend camp. This continuing tradition, send-

ing 100 Haitian children to camp, continues to impact these young lives as they 

are spiritually and physically fed. 

This faith based organization, started in 2007, by Dr. Betty Harmsen of Horseshoe 

Bay, has as its mission “to facilitate the intellectual, spiritual, and character devel-

opment of Haitians who demonstrate leadership potential and to assist them in 

becoming self-supporting, responsible, community-minded members of their soci-

ety.” Going from “dependency to leadership by the grace of God” is the promi-

nent theme. Above all, they believe in the power of Jesus Christ to transform 

lives. The director of Haitian Operations wrote “We will not stop praying, even in 

the silence we will trust and believe God. We have a full joy that God will do 

amazing things for us, not because we are perfect. But just because we know His 

name and we call to Him to help.” 

Another team member wrote “Things are very hard here. Please pray for us. We 

need that. When the government doesn’t know what to do, Jesus knows. The Bi-

ble says we don’t need to worry, in all things, trust the Lord. We trust Him when 

we have and when we don’t have.” 

It is a blessing to support an organization that is teaching the youth of Haiti the 

skills to enable them to resolve their mind-numbing problems in ways that fit their 

culture and are self-sustaining. 

Haiti Share 

BENEVOLENCE GROUP 

Did you know that you can support The Church at Horseshoe Bay when you 

shop on Amazon at no cost to you? Simply go to www.Smile.Amazon.com and 

sign in using your existing Amazon user name and password. Under “your ac-

count” scroll down to “Choose a Charity.” Type “The Church at Horseshoe 

Bay” into the search box, and we will come up. Choose the Church as your char-

ity and from then on, so long as you sign into Smile.Amazon.com, 0.5% of your 

purchase will be donated to the church by Amazon. It does not cost you anything 

and all of your shopping cart, wish lists, wedding or baby registry, and other 

account settings are the same as the regular Amazon site. Most Amazon pur-

chases qualify but Kindle purchases do not.  

So sign up……and why not ask your friends and family to support the Church 

too? This is a great opportunity and an easy way to help the church.  

 

                                  http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2261932.  
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?R=2BY695BHRHJ5K&C=1GAY0J721E4O0&H=3BFQZVMOYK5WHGO6RIK7YIH6CY0A&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F74-2261932%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_140418350


         SEEKERS CLASS 

         The Book of Genesis 

 

8/2 The Literary Structure of Genesis 

      Led by Stan Smith 

8/9 Different Bible Translations 

      Led by Malcolm McQueen 

8/16 (ch.27) Jacob and Esau 

      Led by Jim Jorden 

8/23 (ch.29), Jacob and Rachael 

      Led by Linda Wilson 

8/30 The Date of the Book of Genesis 

      Led by Johnny White 

     FAITH BRIDGE 

  Ordinary by Tony Merida 
 

8/2   Everyday Justice 

        Led by Ann Higdon 

8/9   Neighbor Love  

        Led by Reagan Lambert 

8/16 Kingdom Hospitality 

        Led by Reagan Lambert 

8/23 Care for the Vulnerable 

        Led by Gail Mathews  

8/30 Courageous Advocacy 

        Led by Ann Higdon 

           BIBLE ALIVE 

 

        The Book of Ephesians 
 
8/2 Alive in Christ (ch.2:1-22) 

      Led by Larry Canter   

8/9 Paul-Praying and Preaching 

      (ch.3:1-21) Led by David Sweigart 

8/16 Unity in Body of Christ 

      (ch.4:1-32) Led by Art Hawkinson 

8/23 Light in the Lord (ch.5:1-33) 

       Led by Art Hawkinson 

8/30 Armor of God (ch.6:1-24) 

       Led by David Sweigart 

 

                         WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 

 Battlefield of the Mind, Winning the Battle in Your Mind 
  Based on the Joyce Meyer book and study series 
 
8/2 “I Can’t Take It if Things Are Too Bad!” & 

       “I Can’t Help It-I’m Just Addicted”  

       (ch.18 &19) 

8/9 “Don’t Make Me Wait-I Want It Now” & 

       “It’s Not My Fault” (ch.20&21) 

8/16 “My Life Is so Miserable” & “I Don’t Deserve  

        God’s Blessings” (ch.22&23) 

8/23 “Why Shouldn’t I be Jealous?” & 

        “I’m Doing it My Way” (ch.24&25) 

 

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

Mondays- Prayer Ministry Group     

    9:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays- Prayer Ministry Group  

    4:30 p.m. 

Upon the unanimous request of our church board, Carolyn Thornton, Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees, is calling for a special congregational meeting of The Church at Horse-

shoe Bay members on Sunday, August 16, 2015 in the sanctuary immediately following 

the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is for members to discuss and 

act on a motion approved by the Board of Trustees on June 16, 2015 regarding the repav-

ing of the current parking lot across from the church facilities.  At the January 19, 2014 

annual meeting, the Board of Trustees and the Finance Committee included a plan to ob-

jectively analyze our potential capital improvement needs over the next five years.  Due to 

financial constraints in 2014, the repavement of the parking lot and associated lighting was postponed until such time as the 

church board felt confident the church had sufficient capital funds to complete the project.  In accordance with church pol-

icy, the board has obtained three bids for this project and has selected Aaron Concrete Contractors, LP as the best candidate 

to complete the projected scope of work of repavement.  The church board sees an opportunity to capitalize on the presence 

of Aaron Concrete Contractors, LP already in our area, and as they are about to begin work on Hi Ridge Road, Aaron Con-

crete Contractors, LP will be able to seamlessly tie our parking lot into their road work.  Additionally, the building fund has 

sufficient resources, $567,282 as of July 22, 2015, to fund this project.  The board is confident that proceeding with this pro-

ject now is the most prudent and responsible manner to address this necessary capital improvement.  As such, the motion to 

approve an expenditure of $150,000 from the building fund to pay Aaron Concrete Contractors, LP and lighting contractors 

to complete this scope of work will be made at the Sunday, August 16, 2015 congregational meeting directly after the 11:00 

a.m. worship service.  Please plan to attend.  If you have any questions in the interim, please contact Carolyn Thornton at 

830-596-1492. 

    SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 

Following 11:00 a.m. Service 

The directory 

should be avail-

able for pickup by 

the end of August. 

We will let you 

know as soon as 

they are at the 

church. 



Dear church family,  

 

Once again you have reached out 

to me and my family over the loss 

of a dear friend and companion. 

Though Jerry Mann never offi-

cially joined our church, he was 

a loyal attendee and contributor. 

You all made him feel loved and 

cared for and I'm eternally grate-

ful. Special thanks to our awe-

some staff and friends who vis-

ited him in the hospital and 

Granite Mesa and to those who 

attended his wake. My beautiful 

prayer Warriors in bible study 

and church gave us much 

strength. God Bless You All for 

your faithfulness and loving 

hearts!       Sharon Penny 

Norm & Dorothy Long 8/1    

Kenneth & Maurine Murphy 8/2    

Jim & Sabra McNabb 8/5    

Bill & Georgia Lehr 8/10    

Phillip & Carolyn Lee 8/10    

Dave & Lorna Kithil 8/10    

Phil & Sahndra Caldwell 8/12    

Paula & Tommy Wendel 8/12    

Johnny & Sue Mitchell 8/12    

Reagan & Debbie Lambert 8/14    

Bob & Nancy Rogers 8/14    

Mike & Teri Kimball 8/15    

Darrel & Susan Daniel 8/15    

David & Jane Buckman 8/15    

Joel & Fran Elliott 8/16    

Mike & Mary Ann Pickering 8/17    

Tom & Sally Stromgren 8/18    

Pete & Annette Christy 8/19    

Robert & Diane Land 8/19    

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Johnny & Patricia White 8/21 

Robert Hendon & Toni Hendon 8/21 

Hugh & Christine Reed 8/21 

Linda & Harold Wilson 8/22 

Jim & Ida Carter 8/23 

Ronnie & Mary Agnes Rudd 8/24 

Bob & Jackie Luvisi 8/24 

Wayne & Donna Collins 8/24 

Steve & Peggy Jordan 8/24 

Mike & Sue Maine 8/25 

Jerry & Brenda Gray 8/25 

Larry & Donna Canter 8/25 

Wayne & Beverly Brascom 8/26 

Frank & Susan Byrd 8/27 

John & Claudia Bird 8/28 

Larry & Sue Sherwood 8/28 

Carter & Eleanor Taylor 8/29 

Jim & Helen Griffith 8/30 

Wes & Janet Nelson 8/31 

Larry Higdon 8/1  Linda Wilson 8/14  Bob Warren 8/24 

Lynn Kettlehut 8/1  Debbie Lambert 8/14  Delores Wilson 8/25 

Ken Jones 8/1  Susie Keiser 8/14  Joe Mauch 8/25 

Jack Kendall 8/2  Fritzie Glanville 8/14  Catherine Walker 8/26 

Mary York 8/2  Patsy Henderson 8/15  Jean Rieniets 8/26 

Sandra Thompson 8/2  Kathy Jerram 8/15  Bob Glanville 8/26 

Tommy Kepner 8/3  Christopher Idom 8/18  Merry Noss 8/26 

Camille Bigham 8/4  Bob Latham 8/18  Lee Ann Burk 8/26 

Bob Grinnell 8/4  Donna Shafer 8/18  Milton Dietert 8/27 

Johnny White 8/4  Rebeca Britton 8/20  Marty Bostrom 8/27 

David Sweigart 8/5  Sue Butler 8/20  Eddie Baird 8/28 

Jody Avery 8/9  Arlene Garey 8/20  Syl Gaisbauer 8/28 

Melissa Rowe 8/9  Billie Schott 8/21  John Racz 8/28 

Joan Stanton 8/9  Dick Rantzow 8/21  Roger Dalton 8/28 

Brenda Armer 8/9  Lois Strasburg 8/21  Marta Stafford 8/28 

Bill Lehr 8/10  Donna McCasland 8/21  Bob Black 8/29 

Annette Burton 8/12  Kenneth Cruikshank 8/22  Cordelia Mitchell 8/30 

Claudia Bird 8/12  Phil Caldwell 8/22  Gwen Sweet 8/31 

Stan Smith 8/12  Jayne Kendall 8/23  Jean Turnbaugh 8/31 

Harriett Smith 8/12  Jim Sutton 8/23  Norm Shipherd 8/31 

Jean Anderson 8/13  Nancy Rogers 8/23  Beryl Ann Owen 8/31 

Jud Cary 8/13  Sam Drago 8/24    

You are cordially invited to attend the  
wedding ceremony of Lafon Frydenberg and 
Lloyd Pearson immediately following the 

11:00 a.m. church service on  
Sunday, August 2. 

The ceremony will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall . Cake and punch reception to follow. 

Your presence is your present. 
 

What: Frydenberg and Pearson Wedding 

When: Sunday, August 2 

Where: The Church at Horseshoe Bay 

         Fellowship Hall 



 The Church at Horseshoe Bay Honors 

 the 4th of July 

On Saturday, July 4, 2015, our community celebrated Independence 

Day with  a wonderful, patriotic parade with four local hero “Stars of 

Freedom” hot dogs, popcorn,  Wildflower Dance Troupe perform-

ances, songs by the Hill Country Men’s Chorus, and several giant 

inspiring fireworks throughout the area and more.  On Sunday, July 5 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay recognized the federal holiday by hav-

ing the Colors posted before the start of the early and late church ser-

vices.  The veterans who posted the colors were Vicki Strevey and 

Ellen Hower.  Vicki, who served in the Army Nurse Corps, posted 

Old Glory with Ellen as the color guard at the early service.  At the 

late service Ellen, who served as a Nurse in the Air Force, posted the 

Stars and Stripes with Vicky assisting.    Both did a superb job of 

carrying the flag and placing it in position beside  Senior Pastor 

Johnny’s chair on the platform.  After the flag was positioned, Vicki 

and Ellen paused at the base of the Chancel and saluted the flag while 

the congregation also saluted with their hands over the hearts.  It was 

a fitting tribute to remember our freedom and honor the adoption of 

the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.  Our thanks and 

blessings go to Vicki and Ellen for their service to our country and 

their commitment to our Church.   

           John Richardson Donates  

        Beautiful Communion Shelf 
 

Several months ago it was 

determined that the Commu-

nications Hutch at the back 

of the Sanctuary was too tall 

for some of the Head Ushers 

to use during communion 

services.  There is a need to 

stack the bread and cup 

(juice) trays at the beginning 

and the end of communion.  

When organized properly, 

the ushers can be dispatched 

quickly and received in the same manner when 

their duties are completed.  For several months dur-

ing Communion Sunday, a table of proper height 

was borrowed from the Narthex to provide the ad-

ditional space needed.  

 

John Richardson was aware of this temporary ar-

rangement and took action to resolve the problem.  

Without being asked he voluntarily designed and 

installed a beautiful wooden shelf on the back wall 

of the Sanctuary.  The added ledge is curved to 

match the back wall and can be raised and locked 

into position when needed or lowered out of the 

way when not in use.  It works perfectly.  

 

We thank John for this handsome wooden polished 

shelf and for his initiative in helping the Head Ush-

ers perform their duties in a more efficient manner.  

 

Music is an art form that touches the soul in ways other art forms can’t. Each of us has our favorite mu-

sic and music styles ... and music we just don't like! In fact, we can be quite passionate about our musi-

cal taste and our likes and dislikes, can't we? Music has long been a principal means of congregational 

praise and thanksgiving. The early church took on many of the worship traditions of the synagogue 

which included singing “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (see Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16). 

But what kinds of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs? What styles and types of music are appropriate to praise God when we 

gather to worship? Classical? Hip Hop? Jazz? Contemporary? African? Latin? The music we grew up with? Musical styles, 

of course, in themselves are neutral. If any distinction can be made between sacred and secular, it would be determined by 

the use to which the style is put rather than the style itself. When given a religious context, any kind/style of music can be 

used effectively to worship God. So God can be properly praised through all kinds of music and we need to remember not to 

criticize those styles/kinds of music we simply don't care for. Just because a style/type is not our cup of tea doesn't mean it is 

not good or worthy to worship God.  

The Revelation to John tells us we will worship in heaven with every “tribe and nation” and that includes the varied worship 

styles. On this side of heaven, however, all of this makes the selection of music for worship not an easy task - especially in a 

congregation having backgrounds in a wide variety of musical traditions such as ours. Many factors go into selecting music: 

Is it singable? Is it well composed? Does it convey Biblical theology? Does it praise God? Does it bring us to a sense of wor-

ship? Is it thematic to the service of worship? These are just a few of the considerations that go into selecting music from the 

opening prelude to the hymns to the concluding postlude.  

On any given Sunday it can be very possible you won’t care for a particular hymn or instrumental or choral anthem. That's 

OK. You don’t have to like everything. But try to remember that what you might not like, someone else does and it is help-

ing him/her worship God. And when it comes to our worship of God, it's not really about us anyway, is it? 

Ellen Hower and Vicki Strevey 

               ASCRIBE PRAISE! 
(an occasional article on the way  and how we worship God) 



Books and Scones 

As an FYI: in August, Johnny White will 

be on vacation on the Sundays of August 9 

and 16. Malcolm McQueen will be on 

study leave on the Sunday of August 23. 

DeDe Hodge began vacation on July 29 

and returns to the office on August 5. Garry Kesler plans on 

taking a few days off the last week of August. 

Captured by Grace: No 

One Is Beyond the Reach of 

a Loving God  

 

by David Jeremiah 

 

 

 By following the story of John Newton, the 

Amazing Grace hymn writer, and the apostle 

Paul's own encounter with the God of grace, 

pastor and teacher Dr. David Jeremiah helps 

readers understand the freeing power of per-

manent forgiveness and mercy. 

 

Come by and check out this and other books. 

Books and Scones will meet in 

the church library on Tuesday, 

August 25, at 3:30 p.m. The book 

for August is Twelve Clean Pages 

by Nika Maples. The author suf-

fered a paralyzing stroke at the 

age of 20 and depended upon 

spiritual strength to surmount the 

greatest challenge of her young 

life: standing on her own two 

feet. Not only did she stand, but 

she entered into the profession of 

a public high school teacher. 

Join the Men of Faith as they 

host their monthly Prayer Break-

fast on Saturday, August 22, at 

8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

All men are invited and encour-

aged to attend! 

Where did the staff go?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four horsemen. A lake of fire. The Alpha and Omega. 

Seven lamp-stands.  Seven seals. Seven trumpets. A scroll 

to be eaten. Seven plagues. A dragon. A beast. 666. The 

anti-Christ. The end of history. You find all this and more 

in the last book of the Bible: The Revelation to John. This 

is one of the last books to be included in the Bible be-

cause of it's “strangeness” and difficulty in understanding. 

But this book has much to teach us as followers of Jesus, 

so come join with others (and bring your friends) to study 

this fascinating book of the Bible. 

 

What: An overview/thematic study of the Revelation to 

John with an emphasis on understanding this book 

through differing interpretive lenses. 

When: Eleven Wednesdays starting September 9  

             and finishing November 18. 

Where: At The Church at Horseshoe Bay  

            (Fellowship Hall). 

Time:   4:45pm - 6:30pm (including dinner) 

Dinner: A meal will be included at each class  

             (more details to follow).  

Going away some time this sum-

mer? On the Sundays that you are 

away from our church, worship 

God at the place you are visiting! 

Make sure you get the worship bul-

letin and bring it back home with 

you. Then bring it to church. We 

will display the bulletins after the 

summer and enjoy understanding 

how other Christians worship. 

They can be dropped off at the 

church office. 



If you would like to help with 

a long-range plan regarding 

our church landscape, please 

contact Norman Homburg, 

Grounds Chairperson. (979) 

255-5024 

Please contact the church office at 830-598-8390 if you have a 

new neighbor who is not a member of The Church at Horse-

shoe Bay. We would like to welcome everyone in the area to 

our church. We will be implementing a new “Neighbor Wel-

come Committee” that will be in place to greet all new 

neighbors of our church members. All we need from you is a 

name and an address. 

Average 8:30 Attendance 108

Average 11:00 Attendance 245

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 115

YTD Budget YTD Actual Last YTD Actual

Contributions 592,971$          573,539$            533,361$          

Miscellaneous Income 8,320$              9,526$                14,866$            

Operating Expenses (401,818)$         (398,976)$          (423,939)$         

Building Fund Transfers (15,167)$           (15,167)$            (8,667)$             

Benevolence Giving (213,525)$         (213,525)$          (223,301)$         

Net Excess/(Shortfall) (29,219)$           (44,603)$            (107,680)$         

Financial Report and Attendance as of July 27, 2015

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

                                    WEAR YOUR NAMETAG 

 
Have you noticed the many new members who are now a 

part of the church? An important way for all of us to get 

to know one another is by wearing our name tags! Con-

tact the church office if you need to order a replacement. 

              Men of Faith Fellowship Breakfast, Thursday, September 24, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
The Men of Faith are pleased to announce that our next speaker for a Fellowship Breakfast will be O. S. Hawkins, President 
and Chief Executive Officer, GuideStone Financial Resources, Dallas Texas.   
 
This event will be held on Thursday, September 24 at 8:00 a.m. at the Church at Horseshoe Bay.  Tickets will be on sale 
before and after the early and late church services on Sunday, September 6, 13 and 20.  They are also available from DeDe 
(830-598-8390) at the church office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. up to September 24

th
.   Finally, you can 

come and purchase tickets at the door prior to the breakfast at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday. 
 
Mr. O. S. Hawkins is a renowned pastor, noted author and respected executive.  He has written more than 
25 books and preaches regularly at Bible conferences, evangelism events and churches across the nation. 
 
During his pastoral ministry, Hawkins oversaw two of the Southern Baptist Convention’s most noted 
churches. In Fort Lauderdale, Hawkins oversaw tremendous growth in the church due to outreach efforts 
within the church.  In 1993, he was called to pastor the 23,000 member First Baptist Church of Dallas, suc-
ceeding the legendary Dr. W.A. Criswell. 

 
A native of Fort Worth, he has three earned degrees (BBA, MDiv and DMin) and several 
honorary degrees. He was named Clergyman of the Year by the Religious Heritage of 
America in 1993. 
 
Today, he is President and Chief Operating Officer of Dallas-based GuideStone Financial 
Resources, which serves more than 200,000 pastors, church staff members, missionaries, 
doctors, nurses, university professors and other workers of various Southern Baptist and 
evangelical Christian organizations with their retirement and benefit service needs.. 
He and his wife Susie, have two married daughters and six grandchildren. 


